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WE WILL.:
A Explain how Jewish genealogy is

different D and deeply rewarding

A Equip you with tools, tips, and

confidence to start

A Share key resources and strategies




Busting Common Myths

No one in my family knows about the
past

We have the same last name so we must be
related

All the records were destroyed in the
Holocaust

My town was wiped off of the map

People knew their birthdates

Have you actually asked them? You might be
surprised by what people know.

Very few Jewish surnames are
monogenetic, i.e., having only a single
progenitor with that surname.

Quite the contrary, they carefully preserved
synagogue records of births, deaths and
marriages back to the 1840s... so they could
identify Jews for extermination.

Records of fextincto t
findero on Jewi shGen

Many i mmigrants didnot
Documenting births was not required until late
1800s in some place even later.

(0]
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Getting Started D /
Basic Guidelines /‘
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For Beginners




First Steps D Best Practice

Start with yourself
and work
backwards
Interview living
relatives
Review what you
have and what you
know

A Pictures

A Documents

A Family Stories

Build a timeline

To o Io o Do I

Evaluate the
documents/sources
of information

Cite your sources
Organize your
iInformation

Use research logs
Network

Ask for help
SHARE!!

HANDOUT: Questions to

Ask your Relatives:



Pedigree Chart

4 Aaron Edgar Samuel

8 Barnett David Samuel

15Jonn >amuel

b: Jul. 18, 1905

p New York (Kings)

m: Jua. 5, 1930

p: Brooklyn, New York

d: Mar, 31, 1973

p: NY, Westchester County

2 Alan Edouard Samuel

b: Tul. 24, 1932

p: Jamaica NY

m: Jon. 28, 1933

p: New Rochelle, New York

b Apr 7, 1882

p: Jamaica, NY

m: Nov. 20, 1904

p: Manhattan, NV

d: Oet. 21, 1933

p: Flushing, New York

3 Henrietta Ostermann

b: Fsb. 24, 1857
d:Apr. 9, 1937

17 Francis (Fannie) Woolf

b:Jan. 14, 1862
d:Jun. 17, 1915

18Edouard Ostermann

b: Dec. 1883

p: Brooklyn, New York.
d: Szp. 16, 1936

p: New York

10 Harry George Kesner

b: Ave. 31, 1851
d:Dec. 19, 1925

13 Hanshon Goldschmidt

b May 6, 1846
¢ Dac. 22, 1913

20 George Ralph Kesner

b:Nov. 11, 1836
d:May 11, 1931

d: Aog. 15, 2008 b: Apr. 1, 1879 ) .
o: Toronto, Ontario, Canada p: Brookiyn, New York 21 Jessie Davis |
m Mar. 18, 1906 b approx. 1838 |
5 Hortense Kesner p: Brooklyn, New York d:May 4, 1916
b: Feb. 22, 1907 ¢ Oet. 13, 1950 .
p: Naw York p: Brooklyn, New York 22 Moritz Byk |
¢ May 6. 1973 b: Mar 1847 (1 passport app saysl
p: New Rochelle, New York 11 Estelle Byk d: Sep. 1920
& Dec. 1, 1885
1 Deborah Joan Samuel o Broaklyn, New York 21Paulina Falk (falke) |
b: Feb. 9, 1955 4 Oct. 23, 1948 b Oct. 1847 |
p: Japan p: New York d:Jan. 27, 1919
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Use a Genealogy Program: Choosing the
Right Tool for Your Tree

Start with  Ancestry.com

Why use an online platform?

It helps you:

A Organize your research in one place

A Create visual family trees

A Attach documents, photos, and source citations

A Track relationships, alternate spellings, and uncertain links

A Easily share your findings with family or collaborator



http://ancestry.com

Choosing the right Genealogy Website
for Your Tree

Popular Programs & Platforms:
Ancestry.com (Paid subscription)
MyHeritage (Free tier + subscriptions)

FamilySearch.org (Free) (collaborative)




Part 2: i/\x/
e A \./




Where Were They Buried?

Sources:
Family memories

Death certificates

Websites
Be very careful that you have the S e s A ook
right person! Celia Greenstein, Died 1937

Riverside Cemetery Saddlebrook NJ




Find A Grave

MEMORIALS CEMETERIES FAMOUS CONTRIBUTE

-

M = W \world’s [argest gravesite collection.,

Over 250 million memorials created by the community since 1995.

Last Name(s)
Tuchinsky

First Name Middle Name

MEMORIALS CEMETERIES FAMOUS CONTRIBUTE [0 4 gnznon

Year Born

Cemetery Location
Springfield Gardens, Queens County, M

Exact v Year Died Browse

- 1915

New deals dropped
Save on top finds

(sropnow ) @Mazon

SEARCH More search options ¥ @ search tips >
Alfonse “Al” Falcone

BIRTH 7Jun 1927
New Haven, New Haven County, Connecticut, USA
24 May 2004 (aged 76)
Branford, New Haven County, Connecticut, USA

BURIAL Beaverdale Memorial Park
New Haven, New Haven County, Connecticut, USA @ Add to Map

MEMORIALID 37501208 - View Source

o v David Martin
i SHARE @ SAVETO EDIT -

@ add Photos | 1 Request Photo




Billion Graves

@ billiongr'd\cvb Volunteer Research Plans and Pricing Get Help Blog

Given names (optional)

Family Name

Start your search

Search Results of Alan Samuel

@ billiﬂng]’il\"CS Volunteer Research Plans and Pricing Get Help

Refine Search Showing results for Alan Samuel
Who

. Alan E Samuel
First Names Born: 24 Jul 1932

- Died: 15 Aug 2008

Alan Exact Location: Mount Pleasant Cemetery: Canada, Ontario, Old Toronto
Last Names.

Samuel 0 Alan Samuels

Maiden Names.

Born: 10 Mar 1811
Died: 23 Dec 1994
Location: Beth Tzedec Memorial Park:



JOWBR
JewishGen i

The Genealogical Research Division of
D TR 7w A e MUSEUM OF

J EWl,SI{jl HERITAGE
The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy O THE ToT ocatat

TO THE HOLOCAUST

ABOUTvV RESEARCH v DISCOVERY LEARN v CONNECT v DONATE Vv

Home » Databases » JOWBR » JOWBR - Submitting Data to the JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry

JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry

2 the Contents of the Database, which lists all the cemeteries included in

Surname (phonetically like) : SPIEGEL AND

Givenname (phonetically like) : HERMAN AND
How do I get the best Search Results? Town (phonetically like) : VIENNA
in Austria

Run on Sat, 13 Sep 2025 17:45:25 -0400
[Surname VH Phonetically Like v][spi&gel ]

Press the Bulton to view the matches
| GivenName v|| Sounds Like vHherman ] JerShGen
JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry
[Town ~|[ Phonetically Like v][Vienna l
Western Europe
Data Type V| Search Type v Vorldwi gistry - Austria — List 3 records
JewishGen
o B AT e e L) JewishGen Holocaust Database
O Match ANY of the above (logical OR)
g

Geographical Region: (- - - Austria v] e}g\}ATS:IEM List 2 records from the YadVashem Central Database of

Shoah Victims' Names

[ Search the JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry ]

WORLD WO
REIMEMBRANCE CENTER  Ceniral Datahase of Shosh Victims' Names —3




JOWBR

a (honetically like) : SPIEGEL AND JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry - Austria
urname (phonetically like) :
Gi h: tically like) : HERMAN AND
P ‘(f,hgﬁ:t'ii:"‘;, Ilikee)) i Searching for Surname (phonetically like) : SPIEGEL AND
et Givenname (phonetically like) : HERMAN AND
Run on Sat, 13 Sep 2025 17:45:25 -0400 Town (phonetically like) : VIENNA
3 matching records found.
—— e Run on Sat, 13 Sep 2025 17:47:57 -0400
Descrip! Press n to view the mal
JewishGen - e etooes | oo Sior tformation
. - » . . . Hebrew Name N Sectis
JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (=) Burial Date /e Tyl e
Western Europe View Full Burial Record
SPIEGEL, Hermann Age:s6 Wi . raliri J
JewishGen Online ide Burial Registry - Austria =3 List 3 records — Vienna / Austria
. SPIEGEL, Hermann P Iciedhof / Tor
JewishGen Holocaust Database Wisazx Zeatnl kicdhl ) Tord
uw1 T‘ List 2 records from the Ya_d\_fasr_'\am Central Database of SPIEGEL. Hermann ‘Wiener Zentralfriedhs
YAD VASHEM Shoah Victims' Names o all
NiMEusAANCE CANTIA  Contral Database of Shoah Victitms' Names — J¥icnoa - bndna
Run on Sat, 13 Sep 2025 17:52:54 -0400
Name Place of Birth | Date of Birth Hebrew Name Age
(Other Surnames) | pyace of Death | Date of Death Hebrew Date Burial Date
SPIEGEL, Hermann
26-Oct-1911
No Image Available
Father Cemetery Name
Plot Spouse _ Comments. B — e —
Mother City / Country
. .. 9 Wiener
Schtioni T1 Group: 49 Row: ﬁ?ﬁ:&;ﬁgﬁb&fgxtﬁ:(‘%’ Occupat;ol?. Zentralfriedhof / Tor I
1 Grave: 32 Wege . X
Vienna / Austria




Hebrew Lettering

Hebrew lettering

1.0.X.3.0 | Samuel 25:29

t'hay nafsho/ah tzrurah b'tzror hachaim

"May his/her soul be bound up in the bond of life."”




Hebrew Lettering

At the top of most Jewish 1
tombstones is the abbreviation

18, which stands for po nikbar or J 9
po nitman, meaning "here lies".

The Hebrew word 72, ben, means

"son of“.

The Hebrew word n2, bat, means

"daughter of". n :

Zev Tzvi (Hersh) the Kohen. Died on the 5 day of the
month of Shevat 5697.
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U.S. Census Records

U.S. Census every 10 years from 1790.
Most recent available - 1950

Year of immigration 1900 b 1930:
Number of Years in U.S. 1890 -1940
Naturalized or an alien 1890 -1910 and 1940
Year of Naturalization 1920

Census is released 72 years after the Census year




U.S. Census Records

1890: Schedule Lost - use city directories

New York State D 1825 to 1925 (1885 and 1895 taken in 1892)

When looking at census records

A Read page before/after
A Enumerators and transcribers make mistakes




What can you find on U.S. Census Records?

Other interesting facts:

Did they rent or own their home?

Did they own a radio?

Occupation?

Education?

How much money did they earn during the previous
year?

How many weeks did they work during the previous
year?

Year of arrival - be careful people forgot!

Age at first marriage.

Children, number of children born/living.

O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O«

O«

O« O¢ O«




1930 Census
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4661144_00853?pId=30969411

1930 Census

Street

- Greensteln
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<dbaCkg alL T CuUaegceEE®
were born?
Country of birth was the name of the country in the year

that the census was taken.

City of Ungvar - Austro -Hungary until 1920
Czechoslovakia; between 1938 and 1945

City of Uzghorod - Soviet Union 1945 D1991




Border Changes and Migration Patterns

To illustrate this point:

A man lived in Hungary, Poland, the USSR, and Ukraine, yet he never moved from
the house of his birth in Brody. How could this be?

The man was born in 1905, when Brody was at the eastern extent of the
Austro -Hungarian Empire.

After World War I, Brody was in southern Poland.

In 1939, with the partition of Poland between Germany and the Soviet Union,
Brody became part of the USSR.

In 1991, with the break -up of the Soviet Union, Brody became part of
independent Ukraine

So, the man in our example was born in 1905 in Hungary, got married in 1930 in

Poland, retired in 1970 in the USSR, and died in 1995 in Ukraine, yet he never
moved away from his birthplace.
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TO BE GIVEN
THE PERSON NATURA

o o

No. %4966 343
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mamemss ,,  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 495188

DeCIaratlon _ DECLARATION OF INTENTION No.

(Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof)

{6) My personal deseription is as follows: Box .. -ﬂll—- « eolor _....uhj,.ta...., wmnhr:irm BB A AR+ color of eyes. DIOWIL o emee e

: ALY
= - STATE-OF- -NEW.YORK . Bl o Dusl&ECT Court
Of I nte nt| on | @ SOUTHERN DISTMICT OF NEW YORK  UNITED SVATES _NEW YORK, M.’
3 (1) Ml trae, and eorrect name 1s  MANIY_SCHORMAN fnmax:lx_‘__' _Schuler Sehorman and Mendel Schuler
s () My pr-unlﬂlmdnﬂmmhzlﬁ .aalmn.t .A!Ennsﬁ.r.ﬂ{a 2 428 =130 367 eesupation u%& and . n].e.a.:lu.ng
1 (4) Tum 35 _years 1. (8) Twas born on ... her 6, io Fme Jeziorna Polend ..

cotorothuir  DIRCK.  meiehe 5 wee_ D tnehee; woight . 120, . pounds, visivie marks ... 00DS
race ... whd be . prosent natlomality ... Poland ...
() Lom ... pof; married; the name of my wile or busband iz 3 we wers marriad on e
at . gy T T ho or she was born 6t R [ e e Ty idsmn
E on wass T — ; and eoteved tho United Sutes at T e
i on R et for mldom.v in the United States, md now resides at e mTvEe
r {8y Thave .__NO.. Ehlldmn and the name, sex, date and plsce of birth, and present pince of resldencw of cach of sald cmulmwhnuuwlng are ns lollows:
3 .
r (8) My lust plase of forsign residoncy was...... Anfwern Belghum. .o @0V to the United States from
> b i {11) My lawful entry for permanent residence in the United States was
¥ ut Y undr the BAMO 0f . .oen Mendel. Schuler! ( Schorman
! . ﬁm onthe 55 Pennland o)

Tiarma of vesed of wilar seaar of converasss
(12) Biner my lawiul entry lof [#rIIANENT FSIIENCE 1 DAYC .. - D@ vern powens irum dic Unliod Staies, for o peiod ur prduds u:o.mmun o logur, w dullowss

Re ALl

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED ETATES RETURNED TO THE UNITED 8TATES
Dare Dare
rome by, | VoS o8 O M one P R T
T ol

is . MANNY_SCHORMAN. formerly Manny Schuler Schorman and Mendel Schuler

ahheawmindinn and anv nthar nama whish has baen used. must acoear here)




Naturalization Documents

Pre -1906:

Any "court of record" (municipal, county, state, or
Federal) could grant U.S. citizenship.

After 1906: Three documents are available

1) <aval ET g6c¢cC c¢i PCgacCgocC dt HOE&
O Previous name

O Arrival information
O Picture




Naturalization Documents (cont.)

2) Petition for Naturalization ("Final Papers")
Filed 2 to 7 years after Declaration of Intention, at least 5
years after arrival.

0 Certificate of Arrival b Date, Ship

0 Children naturalized with parents.

0 Wife naturalized with husband until 1922.




Naturalization Documents (cont.)

3) Certificate of Naturalization

Given to new citizen to take home.
Doesn Kk provide much information.
Certificate # useful for locating the other
court documents.

O« O¢ O«

U.S. woman who married an alien could lose her
citizenship prior to 1922. Needed to apply.
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Where did the information come from?

Initial entries made at ticket office in their own country
(train and boat ticket.) or at the port.

The record were rewritten on the ship into English. These
are in Ancestry.

At port of entry clerks were available who spoke most
languages and could translate.

The names on the manifest were not changed.

Any errors were due to mispronunciations, spelling
variations, translation variations.

An incorrect name could have been given to the ticket

office.




LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN IMMIGRANTS FOR THE COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION.

the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, under Act of Congress approved March 3, 1893, to be delivered to the Commissioner of immigration by it
vessel having such passengers on board upon at a port in the United States.

§. 5. PRETORIA sailing from Hamburg 6 ol onck 1908 Arriving at Port of NewW York , © . 1902

“] }Aﬂ.f-’m *%ﬂa/ﬁlﬂ fU/,'/’,r f/muz | | -@u/aaa»: /if"ef(;:

;4({/,; Apses Gemnddasm
Taogow, X B ygIv



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19818088/person/855239697/media/9b3bd9a9-6710-4eec-a4c2-1f8b4bb4aeee?galleryindex=9&sort=-created

e — . T —— '
RECORD OF ALTENS HELD FOR SPECIAL INQUIRY.

5 S “(—/ZLZZJM arrived Maned 2.5 1903, AraM. . from /M
\ | MANIFRST, l' __ACTIONN OF THE BOAKDA (P APRCTAL INGUTRY DRPARTMENTAL AND. l_lx-w:::mmeu
; NAMER CAUNE OF DETEXTION. LmrmaToR. Dew. Exon HEnEAmIN G, Amm:nh_ e - i’ A
. 3* PR ' b - P R X !7' m I
IR M?‘ 2 / a‘(?% ,QM R IR uf{; ot 3t } fted % 4
7k ﬂf’u‘. 6?. 6 7 Wymm... r"’ﬂ&a%‘ w1 fL K v M 2** W;z “~ & G

¥ /43 J&“& /6. dn/ V‘ % 193 A 2L °

p/2¥MW Gt D 2o Ko 19t 5
A . v Lkl AL ) P L i P T T r
"

P?"(MW‘. 76 Gl/

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715 331-0391?pld=4003042034



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034

Do Do P> o Do Do D>

Ships Passenger Records
Kept since 1820.

Departure Lists from Hamburg, Bremen and Antwerp
Name, age, and country of origin

Place of last residence and/or birthplace.

Few U.S. lists prior to 1890 show the town or city of origin.
Contact person in country of origin

Contact person in U.S




Immigration and Travel

Passenger Manifests (Incoming)

A
A
A
A
A
A
A

Castle Garden 1855 -1890 (on Manhattan Island)

Ellis Island 1892 -1954

Boston D Boston Passenger Manifests - January 1848 to July
1891

Canada

Texas D Galveston Immigration Database - 1846 to 1948
Baltimore

Philadelphia

When looking at immigration documents, be sure to go to the end
of each passenger manifest to check for detainees/ deaths on board
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Jewish Subgroups

There are several subgroups of Jews with different culture and
traditions:

Ashkenazi

6 Descendants of Jews from France, Germany and Eastern Europe
0 Moved eastward in the Middle Ages.

Sephardic:
0 Descendants of Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa and the

Middle East

Mizrachi:
0 Descendants of Jews from North Africa and the Middle East

Other subgroups are Yemenite, Ethiopian and Oriental

Languages: Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Judeo -Persian
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O« O«

O«

O« O« O«

(@]

What makes Jewish Genealogy Unigue?

Migration and border changes

Language and assimilation issues

Civil records vs. records generated by Jewish
authorities

Naming Traditions

Hebrew/Yiddish names vs. secular names

Endogamy (marrying within the community)

The Holocaust




O«

O«

O«

O«

Naming Traditions

Typical Ashkenazi Naming Tradition
3 Newborn named after deceased ancestor

Typical Sephardic Naming Tradition
3 First born son named after paternal grandfather
3 First born daughter named after paternal
grandmother
Hebrew vs. English names

Nicknames & spelling variants

JOEL M
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Login to JewishGe

-
J eW I S I IG e n The Genealogical Research Division of

TV AR 8w 13T @ M O (TAGE

The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy ARG MENORIAL

ABOUTV RESEARCHY DISCOVERY LEARN YV CONNECT vV DONATE VvV

Welcome to JewishGen - The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

Explore millions of records from around the world, identify relatives, discover the towns of your ancestors,
experience how they lived, connect with our global JewishGen community, and more!

Begin your research below, or use the links above

Surname v Phonetically Like v
GivenName v Phonetically Like v

Region: ALL COUNTRIES ~

Search our Collection!




JewishGen

Login to JewishGen

J eW I S h G e n The Genealogical Research Division of
T 7RI MW Y3 @ MUSEUM OF

: VTTVING MEMORTAL
I'he Global Home for Jewish (;CI'IC"II()g‘_\' TOTHE I'IIUI:OC.\L':S'I"

ABOUTvV RESEARCH v DISCOVERYV LEARN v CONNECT Vv DONATE v

‘ Town Finder (Communities Database) Discover your ancestral town, explore

geographic/regional based sections of
the JewishGen site (Research Divisions),
KehilaLinks and explore what daily life was like for
your ancestors - and what we can learn
from them today.

Yizkor Books

Regional/Topical Research Divisions

JewishGen Press Publications




Login to JewishGen

JewishGen

TV AR 7w 1A
The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

The Genealogical Research Division of

MUSEUM OF
JEWISH HERITAGE
ALIVING MEMORIAL
TO THE HOLOCAUST

ABOUTYV RESEARCH v

DISCOVER YV

LEARN Vv CONNECTV

DONATE Vv

JewishGen Communities Database

The JewishGen Communities Database contains
information about 6,500 Jewish communities in
Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East.

This database contains each community's name in various
languages, and political jurisdictions during different time
periods.

In the search results, hover your mouse over a town name for
additional information, or click on the B icon next to a
community's name to see a full page of information —
including maps, Jewish population figures, and links to
JewishGen resources for that community.

For a database of nearly 4 million localities in Europe,
North Afriea, and the Middle East, search the
JewishGen Gazetteer.

Search for Jewish community: I

Narrow the search by modern country?: [AII Countries

Narrow the search by inter-war country?: [All Countries

Narrow the search by pre-WWI country?: I All Countries

Show the distance and direction in from:
® The capital city of the relevant country
O Latitude: ° > N v~ Longitude:

O Selected City: Select Country v | No cities v

Search method: | Phonetically Like v|

(= ——— 5 1




JewishGen

T R M 1318
T'he Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

ABOUTV

RESEARCHY

Online Classes

Search Methodologies & Research Advice
Student Program in Poland

Study & Service Tour of Poland

Peter and Mary Kalikow Center

Region: ALL COUNTRIES

DISCOVERYV

Login to JewishGen

The Genealogical Research Division of

MUSEUM OF

JEWISH HERITAGE
AT T

LEARN

LEARN

Enhance your ré&earch with online
classes and dozens of helpful articles.
University students can apply for the
Bennett & Robin Greenspan L'dor V'dor

r JewishGen

T AN aa i 1
“The Global THome for Jewish Geng

L Jewish

The Genealogical Research Division of

MUSELM
J]-,\unh?fl?fmﬁt
AL G MEN O

RESEARCH
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Unique Jewish Sources

Rites of Passage
3 Circumcision (Brit Milah D Mohelim books)
3 Bar/Bat Mitzvah
3 Confirmation
3 Marriage D Ketubah

Cemetery Stones (use websites for translation)

Organizations
3 Synagogues/Temples

Ketubah i Wikipedia.org
3 Landsmenshaften, Benevolent Societies




