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IċÏāě ìċĖ ~ċàÏĹƙě xâěěôċĆ

WE WILL:
Ǎ Explain how Jewish genealogy is 

different Ɗand deeply rewarding
Ǎ Equip you with tools, tips, and 

confidence to start
Ǎ Share key resources and strategies



Busting Common Myths
My family name was changed (at 

Ellis Island)

This is one of the most widespread myths of 

genealogy 

No one in my family knows about the 

past

Have you actually asked them? You might be 

surprised by what people know. 

We have the same last name so we must be 

related
Very few Jewish surnames are

monogenetic, i.e., having only a single 

progenitor with that surname.

All the records were destroyed in the 

Holocaust

Quite the contrary, they carefully preserved 

synagogue records of births, deaths and 

marriages back to the 1840s... so they could 

identify Jews for extermination. 

My town was wiped off of the map Records of ñextinctò towns exist. Use the ñtown 

finderò on JewishGen

People knew their birthdates Many immigrants didnôt know their birthdates. 

Documenting births was not required until late 

1800s in some place even later. 



Part 1:
Getting Started Ɖ
Basic Guidelines 

For Beginners



First Steps ƉBest Practice

HANDOUT: Questions to 
Ask your Relatives:

Å Start with yourself 
and work 
backwards

Å Interview living 
relatives

Å Review what you 
have and what you 
know
Å Pictures
Å Documents
Å Family Stories

Å Build a timeline

Å Evaluate the 
documents/sources 
of information

Å Cite your sources
Å Organize your 

information
Å Use research logs
Å Network
Å Ask for help
Å SHARE!!



Pedigree Chart



Family Group Sheet



Use a Genealogy Program: Choosing the 
Right Tool for Your Tree 

Start with Ancestry.com
Why use an online platform?
It helps you:
Å Organize your research in one place
Å Create visual family trees
Å Attach documents, photos, and source citations
Å Track relationships, alternate spellings, and uncertain links
Å Easily share your findings with family or collaborator

http://ancestry.com


Choosing the right Genealogy Website 
for Your Tree 

Popular Programs & Platforms:
Ancestry.com (Paid subscription)
MyHeritage (Free tier + subscriptions) 
FamilySearch.org (Free) (collaborative)



Part 2:
Cemeteries and 

Gravestones



Where Were They Buried?
Sources: 

Family memories

Death certificates

Websites

Be very careful that you have the 
right person! Celia Greenstein, Died 1937

Riverside Cemetery Saddlebrook NJ



Find A Grave



Billion Graves



JOWBR



JOWBR



Hebrew Lettering



Hebrew Lettering



Part 3:
Census Records



U.S. Census Records
U.S. Census every 10 years from 1790. 
Most recent available - 1950

Year of immigration          1900 Ɖ1930: 

Number of Years in U.S.   1890 -1940

Naturalized or an alien     1890 -1910 and 1940

Year of Naturalization      1920

Census is released 72 years after the Census year 



U.S. Census Records

1890: Schedule Lost - use city directories

New York State Ɖ1825 to 1925 (1885 and 1895 taken in 1892)

When looking at census records
Å Read page before/after
Å Enumerators and transcribers make mistakes



What can you find on U.S. Census Records?
Other interesting facts: 
ǒ Did they rent or own their home?
ǒ Did they own a radio?
ǒ Occupation?
ǒ Education?
ǒ How much money did they earn during the previous 

year?
ǒ How many weeks did they work during the previous 

year? 
ǒ Year of arrival - be careful people forgot!
ǒ Age at first marriage. 
ǒ Children, number of children born/living. 



1930 Census

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4661144_00853?pId=30969411


1930 Census - Greenstein Family

Next Page



<ôàĆƙġ ąĹ ÏĆÚâěġċĖě ÿĆċı ıòâĖâ ġòâĹ
were born?  

Country of birth was the name of the country in the year 
that the census was taken. 

City of Ungvar - Austro -Hungary until 1920 
Czechoslovakia; between 1938 and 1945

City of Uzghorod - Soviet Union 1945 Ɖ1991  



Border Changes and Migration Patterns
To illustrate this point:

A man lived in Hungary, Poland, the USSR, and Ukraine, yet he never moved from 
the house of his birth in Brody. How could this be? 

The man was born in 1905, when Brody was at the eastern extent of the 
Austro -Hungarian Empire. 

After World War I, Brody was in southern Poland. 
In 1939, with the partition of Poland between Germany and the Soviet Union, 

Brody became part of the USSR. 
In 1991, with the break -up of the Soviet Union, Brody became part of 

independent Ukraine . 

So, the man in our example was born in 1905 in Hungary, got married in 1930 in 
Poland, retired in 1970 in the USSR, and died in 1995 in Ukraine, yet he never 
moved away from his birthplace.



Part 4:
Naturalization 

Documents



Rae Goldstein, June 5, 1941 age 46, (born 1895) 5õ3ó, 135 lbs, married.



Declaration 
of Intention



Naturalization Documents

Pre -1906:
Any "court of record" (municipal, county, state, or 

Federal) could grant U.S. citizenship.
After 1906: Three documents are available

1) <âÚāÏĖÏġôċĆ ċì PĆġâĆġôċĆ ƌƗHôĖěġ qÏĔâĖěƛƍ

ǒ Previous name
ǒ Arrival information
ǒ Picture



Naturalization Documents (cont.)

2) Petition for Naturalization ("Final Papers")
Filed 2 to 7 years after Declaration of Intention, at least 5 
years after arrival. 

ǒ Certificate of Arrival ƉDate, Ship

ǒ Children naturalized with parents.

ǒ Wife naturalized with husband until 1922. 



3) Certificate of Naturalization 
ǒ Given to new citizen to take home.
ǒ Doesnƙt provide much information.
ǒ Certificate # useful for locating the other 

court documents.

U.S. woman who married an alien could lose her 
citizenship prior to 1922. Needed to apply.

Naturalization Documents (cont.)



Part 5:
Immigration & 

Passenger 
Records



Where did the information come from? 
Initial entries made at ticket office in their own country 
(train and boat ticket.) or at the port. 
The record were rewritten on the ship into English.  These 
are in Ancestry. 
At port of entry clerks were available who spoke most 
languages and could translate. 
The names on the manifest were not changed. 
Any errors were due to mispronunciations, spelling 
variations, translation variations. 
An incorrect name could have been given to the ticket 
office. 



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19818088/person/855239697/media/9b3bd9a9-6710-4eec-a4c2-1f8b4bb4aeee?galleryindex=9&sort=-created


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_331-0391?pId=4003042034


Ships Passenger Records
Å Kept since 1820. 

Å Departure Lists from Hamburg, Bremen and Antwerp

Å Name, age, and country of origin 

Å Place of last residence and/or birthplace.

Å Few U.S. lists prior to 1890 show the town or city of origin. 

Å Contact person in country of origin

Å Contact person in U.S



Immigration and Travel 
Passenger Manifests (Incoming)
Å Castle Garden 1855 -1890 (on Manhattan Island) 
Å Ellis Island 1892 -1954 
Å Boston ƉBoston Passenger Manifests - January 1848 to July 

1891
Å Canada 
Å Texas ƉGalveston Immigration Database - 1846 to 1948
Å Baltimore
Å Philadelphia

When looking at immigration documents, be sure to go to the end 
of each passenger manifest to check for detainees/ deaths on board



Part 6:
Understanding 

the Jewish 
context



Jewish Subgroups
There are several subgroups of Jews with different culture and 
traditions:

Ashkenazi :
ǒ Descendants of Jews from France, Germany and Eastern Europe
ǒ Moved eastward in the Middle Ages.  
Sephardic:
ǒ Descendants of Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa and the 

Middle East
Mizrachi:
ǒ Descendants of Jews from North Africa and the Middle East
Other subgroups are Yemenite, Ethiopian and Oriental

Languages: Yiddish, Ladino, Hebrew, Judeo -Persian



Part 7:
What makes 

Jewish Genealogy 
unique?



What makes Jewish Genealogy Unique?
ǒ Migration and border changes
ǒ Language and assimilation issues
ǒ Civil records vs. records generated by Jewish       

authorities
ǒ Naming Traditions
ǒ Hebrew/Yiddish names vs. secular names
ǒ Endogamy (marrying within the community)
ǒ The Holocaust



Naming Traditions
ǒ Typical Ashkenazi Naming Tradition 
ƺ Newborn named after deceased ancestor

ǒ Typical Sephardic Naming Tradition
ƺ First born son named after paternal grandfather 
ƺ First born daughter named after paternal 

grandmother

ǒ Hebrew vs. English names

ǒ Nicknames & spelling variants 



Part 8:
Jewish -Specific

Resources





JewishGen 





LEARN

RESEARCH

CONNECT



Unique Jewish Sources
ǒ Rites of Passage

ƺ Circumcision (Brit Milah ƉMohelim books)
ƺ Bar/Bat Mitzvah
ƺ Confirmation
ƺ Marriage ƉKetubah

ǒ Cemetery Stones (use websites for translation)

ǒ Organizations
ƺ Synagogues/Temples
ƺ Landsmenshaften, Benevolent Societies

Ketubah ïWikipedia.org


