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We had an overflow crowd for our December 2018 Program, 
“History of Jewish Migration, the Diaspora, and Changing 
National Borders”, presented by Alan Shuchat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We weren’t disappointed! 
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NEXT PROGRAM!! 

February 17, 2019, 1:30 pm 

Dr. Dan Oren 

A visit to an abandoned Polish Jewish cemetery in 1993 launches a 20-

year search to solve the mystery of "Who is Buried in Sarah's Tomb?" A 

visit with a cousin unearths a breathtaking photo of a Berlin family wed-

ding from 1926 and leads to discovering their unimaginable post-

wedding history.  

 

All programs held at  

Temple Sinai 

41 West Hartford Road 

Newington, CT 06111 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Doris Loeb Nabel 

 
 

Opportunities To Enhance Your Knowledge & Skills 
The 2018 – 2019 Program Year: Brought To You By The Program 

Committee 
 
Your Program Committee fulfills JGSCT’s Mission Statement and Objectives by inviting speakers who present 
a varied smorgasbord of topics. 
 
The pertinent portion of the Mission Statement:  
 
The Society's purpose is to help disseminate and preserve Jewish genealogical knowledge and information a 
Objectives:  
* Promoting genealogical research 
* Providing instruction in the use of research methodology and adherence to standards of accuracy  
* Fostering careful documentation and scholarly genealogical writing and publication  
 
Gail Kalison Reynolds, Janet Carlson, Deb Holman, Marcia Indianer Meyers, and I, the JGSCT Programs Com-
mittee, have searched for topics, vetted speakers, and scheduled presentations. 
 
September proved problematic due to Labor Day Weekend, and four consecutive Sunday holy days, thus pre-
cluding the opportunity for scheduling a program. 
 
Our program year opened with a presentation about a subject of which most attendees were unaware. On 
October 21, Irene Berman, a child survivor, shared We Are Going to Pick Potatoes | Norway  And  The Holo-
caust, The Untold Story. 
 
On November 28, Nancy Savin talked about The New England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel Society: The 
Story of the Small but Vibrant Russian - Jewish Immigrant Community of Chesterfield, Connecticut. 
 
The December 16 presenter, Alan Shuchat, discussed the History of Jewish Migration, the Diaspora, and 
Changing National Borders in the Russian Empire, Including Exit Routes From Russia. 
 
On January 20, 2019, storm Harper dumped snow and freezing rain, forcing the cancellation of the oppor-
tunity to attend the program in person. However, Tammy Hepps’ live online webinar, Technology for Cre-
ating Cousin Bait That Works, nevertheless began at 1:30 PM. The presentation, suitable for all levels of tech-
nology expertise, proved to be a fortuitous choice for this winter month. Members, and potential guests, had 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the opportunity to ‘attend’ the webinar via the comfort of their homes. In addition, members who were not 
able to watch the live webinar, can view the archived copy using the link ihttps://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
recording/8870845915553763586 
 
Enjoy viewing, or again watching the webinar, and learning about the value of cousin bait, the information 
trail  that you leave for people researching common ancestors. 
 
Join us for our upcoming programs. May the weather cooperate!  
 
February 17, 2019’s program features Dr. Dan Oren, who will share The Wedding Photo, and discuss his visit 
to an abandoned Polish Jewish cemetery. This 1993 event launched his twenty-year search to solve the mys-
tery of "Who is buried in Sarah's tomb?” This photo became a dramatic and meaningful encounter of Chris-
tians and Jews with the darkest and the brightest sides of humanity. 
 
The March 17, 2019 session opens with a brief Biennial Meeting, and Elections, followed by Family History 
Before Our Eyes. JGSCT members Marcia Indianer Meyers and Arthur Meyers will bring forward a remarka-
ble four-hundred-year-old wooden synagogue in the Ukraine through a short film, The Ceiling, and discussion 
of books on it. Marcia’s father was Bar Mitzvah in the beautiful building. The second part of the program will 
cover the files on their families that Marcia uncovered during a weeding process – family history before our 
eyes! 
 
On Sunday, April 7, Daniel Horowitz, Genealogy Expert at myheritage.com and a former IAJGS board mem-
ber, and webmaster, will present. Look for more information, which will be on our website soon. 
 
The May 19 program will feature me sharing My Genealogical Journeys: Holland; Paris; Zürich; towns and 
sites in the State of Hessen, Germany which are important in my parents’ ancestry, and Israel. 
 
June 2: TBA shortly on the website 
 
Your presence, and involvement, enrich everyone’s experience and energize meetings and discussions. 
 
What topic(s) would interest YOU during the 2019 – 2020 Program Year? Please send your ideas to              
info@jgsct.org.  
 
Please remember to check http://www.jgsct.org frequently for additional information, as well as before pro-
gram meetings. Given that RSVPs are not required for most programs, if a program needs to be cancelled or 
postponed, you will receive an email and also find the details on the HOME page of the website. 
 
 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, continued 
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FROM THE JEWISHGEN DIGEST 

 

ITS Adds 900,000 Post-War Records Making Over 2 Million Records Available Online 
The International Tracing Service (ITS) added 900,000 post-war documents online. This brings the total of 
number of documents freely available in the online archive to over 2 million. One can search by name. The 
newly added documents contain approximately 405,000 names of Holocaust survivors, former concentration 
camp inmates and forced laborers. They were under the care of the International Refugee Organization (IRO) 
in Austria, Italy, Switzerland and England after World War II.  
 
In June, ITS published its files from the German Displaced Persons in June. This makes it possible to search 
online for nearly one million names of Displaced Persons (DP) registered and surveyed in DP camps within 
the framework of the Care and Maintenance Program. 
 
The DPs filled out questionnaires as a way the International Refugee Organization (IRO) could find out 
whether it could help these persons and if so how. The personal stories of the DP persons are delineated in 
the questionnaires and provide better insight as their lives. 
 
To search the online archives go to: 
https://digitalcollections.its-arolsen.org/ 
You will need to make a declaration of consent that the sensitive information you are using is solely for re-
search purposes and in accordance with applicable national laws and regulations. 
 
To read more about this see:  https://tinyurl.com/yaa8olxz 
Original url: 
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/more-than-two-million-its-
documents-online-2/ 
 
Steve Morse "One-Step" tool for New York City tax photos 
 
NYC has recently digitized and put online their 1940 tax photos of every piece of real estate in the city, but it 
may not be easy to search using their website to find the photo of a particular house. Steve Morse has creat-
ed a tool that acts as a portal to their photo collection, making searching their site easier. 
 
Here are some of the advantages that Steve's tool offers: 
 
1. New York City's site has numerous restrictions on the format of an address, such as: 
-- numbered streets must be cardinal numbers and not ordinal numbers (i.e, "4 Avenue" instead of "4th Ave-
nue") 
-- numbered street name must not be spelled out (i.e, "15 Street" 
instead of "Fifteen Street" or "Fifteenth Street") 
-- no apostrophes in the street name 
-- no dashes in the address 
-- no abbreviations (i.e., "East 96 Street" instead of "E 96 St") 
Steve's tool does away with all these restrictions, allowing searches by street names as they are usually en-
countered. 
          (Continued on page 10) 

https://digitalcollections.its-arolsen.org/
https://tinyurl.com/yaa8olxz
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/more-than-two-million-its-documents-online-2/
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/more-than-two-million-its-documents-online-2/
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 Galician Business Registration Cards for Many Towns: 1876-1943 
At the ul.Grodzka branch (II) of the National Archives in Krakow, in a collection of the Krakow Chamber of 
Commerce, there are cards with information about (tens of? hundreds of?) thousands of individuals from 
many Galician towns, apparently related to business licensing/registration or some kind of census of profes-
sional activities, with dates 1876-1943 varying by town.  I only examined (and photographed) cards from Lan-
cut, which are organized alphabetically and generally contain each person's name, year of birth, place of 
birth, address, occupation, references to other documents, and a list of taxes by year. You can see some of 
the towns that are covered in the inventory at 
https://szukajwarchiwach.pl/29/318/0/2.3/str/1/200#tabJednostki 
but note that descriptions sometimes refer to an alphabetical range  of towns in a powiat without specifying 
each town. 
 
Logan Kleinwaks 
 
Canadian Research Knowledge Network Announced as of 1 Jan 2019 Online - Free 
 
The Canadian Research Knowledge Network (CRKN) is a partnership of Canadian universities, dedicated to 
expanding digital content for the academic research enterprise in Canada.  The 60 million pages of Canadiana 
collections of archival material, government publications, periodicals, monographs, annuals, and newspapers 
will be free to access as of January 1, 2019. The removal of the paywall effective January 1, 2019 is interna-
tional. 
 
Making the Canadiana collections available at no cost to users is a result of the recent merger between Cana-
diana.org, a not-for-profit charity, and the Canadian Research Knowledge Network (CRKN), a not-for-profit 
partnership of 75 Canadian universities, finalized in April 2018.  
 
The Canadiana collections include three flagship collections: Early Canadiana Online, Heritage, and Canadi-
ana Online. 
 
To read more about this program see; 
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/over-60-million-pages-digitized-canadian-documentary-heritage-soon-be-
available-no-charge  (https://tinyurl.com/y8syz9o3 ) 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

 
Leslie Levison considers herself a beginner in genealogy. Her countries of origin are Po-
land, Russia and Holland.  The family surnames are LEVINSON, LEVIN, FERBER, and 
ABRAMOWITZ.  
 
 

Paul and Susan Goldberg are interested in the following countries of origin: Horodenka, Austrio/Poland, 
Warsaw, Poland and Russia.  Their surnames are KOCH, BIKESH, and FELTMANN (FELDMAN.)  
 
 

https://szukajwarchiwach.pl/29/318/0/2.3/str/1/200#tabJednostki
http://canadiana.org/
http://canadiana.org/
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/over-60-million-pages-digitized-canadian-documentary-heritage-soon-be-available-no-charge
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/over-60-million-pages-digitized-canadian-documentary-heritage-soon-be-available-no-charge
https://tinyurl.com/y8syz9o3
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LIBRARY CORNER 

Janet Carlson  - JGSCT Librarian 
 

Our JGSCT Librarian would like to remind all members that there are still books 

missing from the library. These books were not signed so we have no way to locate them. If you have any of 

the following, please return the, NO QUESTIONS ASKED! 

Jewish Pioneers and Patriots by Lee M. Friedman  

Salute to Romanian Jews in America and Canada 1870-2010  by Vladimir F. Werstman  

Erased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia in Ukraine by Omar Bartov  

Galitzianers:  Jews of Galicia 1772-1918 by Suzanne Wynne  

History of the Jews in Poland and Russia  by Simon Dubnow  

To Dwell in Safety:  Jewish Migration since 1800  by Mark Wischnitzer  

Sephardic Genealogy by Jeff Malka    

History of Jewish Connecticut by Betty N. Hoffman  

Remembering the Old Neighborhood--Stories from Hartford's North End edited by Joan Walden  

Jews of the United States, 1790-1840; a Documentary History v.2     

History of the Synagogue Greater Hartford    

 

 

.  

 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Check your SPAM folders to ensure you receive all emailed  
communications from JGSCT! 
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BOOK REVIEW – JANET CARLSON 
Goodwin, Aaron 
New York City Municipal Archives: An Authorized Guide for Family Historians 
 
 
Long known as a place to start a family history search, the New York City Municipal Archives has vital rec-
ords—births, deaths, and marriages—and so much more.  In fact, vital records is only one of the nineteen 
collections described in this book.  There are more than even these nineteen in the Archives, but these are 
the ones that pertain to family genealogy.  In reflecting about the scope and depth of the Archives’ holdings, 
Harry Macy Jr., Consulting Editor, said, “no group has escaped being recorded in some way.”  (The Forward). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information in each collection is arranged in the same way throughout.  Each has an Introduction, De-
scription (details of each collection and how it is arranged), Sample Records, Suggested Citations (how to cite 
each collection, Analyzing and Using the Record ( how to use the information in research or connect it to oth-
er records), Accessing the Records (how to find each collection-some need to be requested in advance-and 
where else to find the information-other locations to search), and Selected References (resources the author 
used to delve more deeply into that subject). 
 
This is an amazing resource.  Goodwin outlines collections about which many people were unaware.  These 
include Coroner and Chief Medical Examiner records, Bodies in Transit (1859-1894) and Almshouse Records. 
 
Finding records in the Archives can be complicated.  Knowing how to find them and what they contain before 

you go, priceless. 

In conjunction with this book which is about the New York City Municipal Archives, the Archives have put 
three of its collections online: the 1940 tax photos of every building in NYC, (the 1980 collection is already 
online), Almshouse Records (1758-1934), and Bodies in Transit (1859-1894).  The email address for them is  
http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/allcollections. 
 

Did you know that the Jewish genealogical society of Connecticut is a 501(3)c 
organization?  Donations are always appreciated and are tax-deductible! 

http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/allcollections
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FROM JCR-UK SIG 

Wiener Holocaust Library Looking For Assistance In Identifying German-Jewish Photographer  
The Wiener Library (London, England) is one of the world's oldest museums dedicated to the Holocaust and 
Nazi era. (https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk). It has begun a search to uncover the identities of people fea-
tured in photographs taken by a German- Jewish photographer, Gerty Simon, who fled Germany to London 
85 years ago. They are looking for assistance in discovering the names of 80 individuals who were photo-
graphed by Gerty Simon, for a planned exhibition next year. 
 
Photographer Simon was already well-established as a photographer before she left Berlin in 1933. Some of 
her subjects were Weimar Berlin artists, politicians, cultural figures and she became one of Britain's most 
successful author of children's books. 
 
Once she arrived in London, she took photographs of a number of British famous people.  An article in the 
Times of Israel gives a brief biography of Ms. Simon, including about her son and husband being interned as 
part of the round-up of "enemy aliens" in June 1940 when the British presumed a German invasion was im-
minent.  Her son was part of the infamous voyage of the Dunera when many Jewish-German refugees were 
transported to Australia. After her son's death in 1970, his partner donated his papers and archives including 
hundreds of Ms. Simon's portraits to the Wiener Library in 2016. 
 
The Wiener has catalogued and digitized the images and commenced a social media effort to identify the un-
known individuals.  The unidentified images have been uploaded to Flickr for the public to help identify the 
unknown subjects. The library is encouraging the use of the hashtag #FindingGerty to increase awareness of 
its search. To see the unidentified photos, go to: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/142862320@N08/sets/72157702691117974 
If there are notes on the back of the photographs  the images are so labeled, as well as if the staff has deter-
mined if the photograph is of a person from Germany or London. Some successes advise that the photograph 
could be someone visiting Germany or London, from another country, therefore, everyone should look at the 
photos. To read the Times of Israel article see:  https://www.timesofisrael.com/who-did-gerty-simon-shoot-
the-worlds-oldest-holocaust-museum-wants-to-know/ 
 
 

This picture from Mad Magazine has been making the rounds of 

genealogical social media sites! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/142862320@N08/sets/72157702691117974
https://www.timesofisrael.com/who-did-gerty-simon-shoot-the-worlds-oldest-holocaust-museum-wants-to-know/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/who-did-gerty-simon-shoot-the-worlds-oldest-holocaust-museum-wants-to-know/
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In Plain Sight! 

Marcia Indianer Meyers - JGSCT Board Member 
 

When was the last time you looked through your files?  Is there genealogy material that you overlooked? 
While sorting through my files in the last several months, I came across a treasure of family history: 

• Weekly letters I wrote to my Mom from Israel in 1958-1959, when I was in a youth group work-
shop at a kibbutz.  I also have the diary I kept. 

• A copy of a letter I wrote to my sister in Michigan in 1960, telling her I just met this guy named Ar-
thur – it is going well but please don’t tell Mom until I know for sure. 

• A cache of letters written to Arthur in the 1970’s from his dad, full of humor, that tell of the coun-
try and other happenings. 

• Interviews and letters my brother Simon wrote us, not only about his early years.  He was 15 years 
older than me and worked in our Dad’s store.  He was drafted in WW II, served in the Navy, and 
saw battle in the Pacific. 

What is in hidden in your files? 

 

From Dick Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter 

(https://blog.eogn.com/) 

720,000 Newly Digitized Historic Photos Show Where New Yorkers Lived in the 1940s 
The New York City Department of Records & Information Services is home to a lot of documents and photo-
graphs; from Lindsay administration memos to crime scene photos, the expansive collection draws from 50 
NYC agencies. The archives are so vast that it’s taking a while to digitize everything, but they did just release 
720,000 images online.  
 
The latest photo dump brings their 1940s tax photos online; tax photographs were taken by the City’s prop-
erty tax office (or rather, by freelancers which they paid via funding from the Depression-era Works Pro-
gress Administration) as part of their assessment process. All in all, they show “every house and building in 

the five boroughs” from the 
decade, according to their 
press rep. 
 
Yes, you can even see your 
home in New York City or the 
home of your ancestors as it 
existed in the 1940s. You can 
read more in an article by Jen 
Carlson in the Gothamist web 
site at:  

http://bit.ly/2SUwQ63. 

 

  
 

Three buildings in Manhattan circa the 1940s (via the Municipal archives)  

http://bit.ly/2SUwQ63
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Steve Morse "One-Step" tool for New York City tax photos (cont. from pg. 4) 
 
2. On New York City's site, you have to enter your search term using a very strict syntax, such as 
"borough=Brooklyn AND block=3598 AND lot=3".  Using Steve's tool you enter the search information by 
filling out a form. 
 
3. The result of a search on the New York City site is a set of thumbnails.  The search result from Steve's tool 
is a table. 
 

The URL of Steve Morse's tool is  
https://stevemorse.org/vital/nyctaxphotos.html 
 
Dick Plotz 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH TIPS 

 

Tips for Searching Newspapers Online 

The Ancestor Hunt has created a 20-page e-book on “Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers.” 
The e-book notes there are obstacles to locating information in online newspapers. For example, the scan-
ning of these documents can be imperfect because the originals have aged and Optical Character Recogni-
tion (OCR) software may misinterpret the data. Some of the topics covered are: 
   • Where to Search 
   • Why Search Newspapers in the First Place 
   • How to Search 
   • How to Outsmart OCR and Other Tricks 
   • Things to Remember - Mistakes to Avoid 
 
Access the e-book at https://tinyurl.com/TAHSearchNewspapers 

https://stevemorse.org/vital/nyctaxphotos.html
https://tinyurl.com/TAHSearchNewspapers
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From  Nu? What’s New? 

 

New ITS e-Guide Explains Nazi Documents 
The International Tracing Service (ITS) has created an online tool to make it easier to understand the docu-
ments it possesses from concentration camps. As an example, these documents often have abbreviations 
and special marks. What do they stand for? With its new e-Guide, the ITS answers this question and offers 
broad contextual knowledge. 
 
The new ITS online tool also describes historical backgrounds and answers fundamental questions such as, 
“Who issued this document and where was it used?” What is more, users can click on images of various 
types of cards to access the respective explanations. 
Additional information is available at https://tinyurl.com/ITSeGuide. 
 
JewishGen’s New Direction: Partnering 
JewishGen’s Director, Avraham Groll, gave an annual report of the progress of the organization at the 
IAJGS 38th International Conference on Jewish Genealogy. A major aspect of the report is that JewishGen is 
now creating alliances with other institutions where their records are accessible on JewishGen and vice 
versa. 
Examples of these alliances are: 
• The 1.25M records of the Israel Genealogical Research Association will be accessible on JewishGen in 

the next few months. 
• The 10,000 burial records of the Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization have been added to the Jew-

ishGen Worldwide Burial Registry. 
•  8,500 Holocaust records have been added from Gesher Galicia.  
•  The family trees online at the Beit Hatfutsot Museum of the Jewish People in Israel will be accessible 

through JewishGen’s Family Tree of the Jewish People and vice versa. 
Unified Database Search. JewishGen has created a Unified Database Search feature which allows access to 
all records in the JewishGen realm. It is accessible from the home page “Databases” tab. Currently it in-
cludes: 
•  8 million records from the Family Tree of the Jewish People  
• 5 million records from Jewish Records Indexing - Poland  
•  13 million historical records from 750+ datasets created by JewishGen 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Yefim Kogan was awarded the 2018/5778 JewishGen Volunteer of the Year 
Award for his “outstanding commitment to important work, and for creating such an incredible resource 
for anyone researching their Jewish roots in Bessarabia.”  
JewishGen Outposts. Plans are to have direct access to the JewishGen site through terminals at institutions 
throughout the world. This capability now exists at Auschwitz and the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New 
York. 
Other announcements. There are now nearly 1,000 KehilaLinks. These are web pages devoted to infor-
mation about the Jewish presence in specific towns. There are now 125 education courses available on 
JewishGen. In 2017, 4,000 students took advantage of these classes. 
 
                                   (Continued on page 15) 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ITSeGuide
https://genealogy.org.il/
http://jgaliciabukovina.net/
https://www.geshergalicia.org/
https://www.bh.org.il/databases/jewish-genealogy/
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/all/


P a g e  1 2  V o l u m e   3 0  N u m b e r   3  

FROM THE LEADERSHIP DIGEST 

 

Foundation for Jewish Culture New Online Portal- Exploring Jewish Heritage (Jan Meisels Allen) 
For those who may be planning to visit or research Italy, Italy's Foundation for Jewish Culture has a new 
online portal which may help you with the country's Jewish heritage—from ancient Rome to the current 
times.  
 
Go to: http://www.visitjewishitaly.it/en/ where you can search by town, using photos or a drop-down box. 
One may search by synagogues, cemeteries, Jewish neighborhoods and museums and memorials. 
While they do not list who is buried in the Jewish cemeteries, they give information on them which may 
help you if you are searching for someone buried in one of them. In the Jewish neighborhoods they also 
include the ghettos of the past. 
 
"iPhone Tips" - October Practicing Safe Computing article (Hal Bookbinder) 
This month’s Practicing Safe Computing article is "iPhone Tips". It has been published in the October issue 
of "Venturing into Our Past", the Newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Valley and 
Ventura County (JGSCV). Current and prior newsletters are freely available at the Society's website, http://
www.jgscv.org.  
 
The article shares some cool functions on your iPhone, including recovering deleted photos and using your 
iPhone as a powerful magnifying glass. I inadvertently deleted some of the many pictures I took on my trip 
before saving them to my laptop. Luckily, the iPhone has a fix for this. If there are any Android users who 
would like to pen a guest article on "Android Tips" I would be glad to consider it. 
 
All articles published to date are available in a single PDF which includes an index. This resource is freely 
accessible using the following link: http://tinyurl.com/ComputingArticles  
 

Interactive Map About Jewish Life in Germany 
A new collaborative website, Jewish Places, consolidates Jewish Life in Germany in one interactive map. 
The website is developed with the Jewish Museum of Berlin, the German Federal Agency for Civic Educa-
tion, and the F.C. Flick Foundation against Xenophobia, Racism, and Intolerance. 
See: https://www.jewish-places.de/  The site is in German but if you open it in the Chrome browser it will 
be translated. Or use a translation service such as https://translate.google.com/.  

The map opens to four areas: places, facilities, people and walks. Some of the places have photographs 
which will be stated on the icon. You can find places of Jewish life, learn more about the project and partic-
ipate by sharing photographs and texts. To learn how you can participate see: 
https://www.jewish-places.de/de/join. You will have to register with your email address and username and 
password. (Be sure to check your spam box in case reply ends up there.) 
For more information read their FAQs at: https://www.jewish-places.de/de/faq 
The Jewish Museum of Berlin is one of the participants in the project and they also have a website located 
at: https://www.jmberlin.de/en/jewish-places 
This is an interesting project which is not complete—more information is requested-that is how you can 
help. It can help you find Jewish communities, synagogues and more for your research.  
Thank you to Jewish Heritage Europe for informing us about this new website. 
 

http://www.visitjewishitaly.it/en/
http://www.jgscv.org./
http://www.jgscv.org./
http://tinyurl.com/ComputingArticles
https://www.jewish-places.de/
https://translate.google.com/
https://www.jewish-places.de/de/join
https://www.jewish-places.de/de/faq
https://www.jmberlin.de/en/jewish-places
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More From the LEADERSHIP DIGEST 

 

New York Times’ Photo Collection Going Digital 
 

The New York Times has an archive of 6 million photographs lo-
cated three floors underground next to the NY Times headquar-
ters in New York City. The archive is 600,000 pounds of pictures, 
newspaper clippings, encyclopedias and books. The first photo 
was published in 1896 and throughout the 20th Century. 
  
In a partnership with Google, the photos are being scanned and 
saved to servers. The new archival storytelling project is Past 
Tense (see: https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/past-tense) 
The first chapter shows how the NY Times covered California in 
the 20th Century. 
 
Leading the Past Tense team is Veronica Chambers who said, 

“When we looked at the pictures, they represented changes that changed the nation. There just seemed to 
be no shortage of things that happened there that then affected how the world was.” 
 
To read more about this project see: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/10/reader-center/past-tense-
photos-history-morgue.html 
 
 

The New York Times photo library in 1948 
when it was located in the art department. 

Quest © is the newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut (JGSCT). All rights re-
served. Permission is granted for the quoting, in whole or in part, of any original article included in this 
issue of Quest by the newsletter/journal of any other IAJGS member society, providing acknowledg-
ment of the source is given, unless the article is identified as one that is not to be reproduced.  
Acknowledgement should include the title of the newsletter, the issuing society and its volume num-
ber or date of publication. Additionally, as a courtesy, we request that an email be sent letting us 
know that a published article is being further used. You are invited to submit stories, helpful genealog-
ical hints, and tidbits to: 

 Deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/past-tense
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/10/reader-center/past-tense-photos-history-morgue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/10/reader-center/past-tense-photos-history-morgue.html
mailto:Deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net
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Jewish Heritage Center at New England Historic Genealogical Society Is Named in 
Honor of Justin Wyner and Genevieve Wyner 

 The Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center Will Expand Its Work Chronicling the Vi-
brant and Influential History of Jews in New England 
 
 

The Jewish Heritage Center at New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS), the premier resource 
for exploring and preserving the histories of Jewish families and institutions in New England and beyond, 
will henceforth be named in honor of Justin Lawrence “Jerry” Wyner and his wife Genevieve Geller Wyner, 
for their far-reaching vision and support. The announcement was made by Brenton Simons, NEHGS Presi-
dent and CEO, at a recent gala honoring the Wyners held at Boston’s Taj Hotel. 
 
The newly-named Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at New England Historic Genealogical Society, 
located in Boston’s Back Bay, has been the collective work of many individuals and institutions over the 
past decade, and the Wyners have been the visionary force behind it. In 2010, NEHGS and the American 
Jewish Historical Society (AJHS), of which Justin Wyner has been a board member and president, created a 
collaboration to provide a permanent home for the valuable New England Archives (NEA) of the AJHS col-
lection. With growing interest in Jewish family historical research and increased use of the archives, custo-
dianship in perpetuity of the AJHS–NEA collection was granted to NEHGS, and the Jewish Heritage Center 
was officially established in November of 2017. This fall, Mr. and Mrs. Wyner made the lead gift to launch a 
new multi-million-dollar initiative to build the Center’s endowment. 
 
The Center is home to the records of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society–Boston, the archival records of the 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, the Boston Jewish Times newspaper collection, as well as the personal 
papers of some of the region’s most prominent Jewish citizens and institutions. In total, more than 1.2 mil-
lion documents have been digitized as part of an ongoing project to make the records accessible to the 
public online. 
 
In his announcement of the Center’s new name at the gala, titled “L’dor Vdor” (Hebrew for “from genera-
tion to generation”), NEHGS President Simons stated: “Tonight we honor Genevieve and Jerry Wyner for 
their tireless work in preserving Jewish history. Their unwavering dedication over the decades has ensured 
that the collections of the American Jewish Historical Society–New England Archives have been safeguard-
ed and nurtured. And now, their visionary work and profound generosity has transformed this collection. 
They have founded an even larger Center that will, in addition to digitizing archives, take important new 
strides in educational programming and engage with the community in meaningful ways. They have en-
sured that this work will continue from generation to generation.” 
 
Among the many tributes offered to the Wyners, Dr. Jonathan Sarna, University Professor and the Joseph 
H. & Belle R. Braun Professor of American Jewish History at Brandeis University, spoke of Jerry Wyner’s ex-
traordinary stewardship and advocacy, over many years, of the archival collection at the core of the Cen-
ter’s resources. “Now, in his tenth decade, Wyner continues to make certain that our collective Jewish her-
itage here in Boston is preserved,” Sarna said. 
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From  Nu? What’s New? (cont. from pg. 11) 

 
New Interactive Map About Jewish Life in Germany 
Jewish Heritage Europe (JHE) notes there is now online an interactive map about Jewish life in Germany. It 
is located at http://jewish-places.de. 
JHE notes, “In some ways the site is similar to Poland’s Virtual Shtetl, which provides historical and Jewish 
heritage information to around 2,500 towns, cities, and villages in pre-war Polish lands, but it also involves 
Wikipedia-like features. Users will be able to search for information and photos about Jewish heritage sites 
in hundreds of German towns and cities. These include communal sites such as synagogues, Jewish ceme-
teries, and mikvaot, but also secular sites such as Jewish sports clubs and cafes.” The site is in German.  
The JHE announcement can be found at https://tinyurl.com/JHEGermanyMap. 
 
Kazerne Dossin Publishes 23,850 Portraits of Belgian Deportees 
Kazerne Dossin, located in the World War II deportation center of Mechlen (Malines), Belgium, has placed 
online 19,650 portraits of Roma, Sinti and Jewish men, women and children from Belgium and the north of 
France, who were deported from the SS-Sammellager Mecheln (Dossin barracks) to Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
Buchenwald, Ravensbruck, Bergen-Belsen and Vittel between August 1942 and July 1944. In addition, there 
are more than 4,200 portraits of Jewish men, women and children from Belgium, who were deported from 
the French camps Drancy, Angers, Beaune-la-Rolande, Compiegne, Pithiviers and Lyon, to Auschwitz-
Birkenau, Sobibor, Maidanek and Kaunas between March 1942 and August 1944. The collection is called 
“Give Them A Face.” 
 
Kazerne Dossin digitizes, on a daily basis, original documents about the Holocaust in Belgium and collects 
them in an image bank. The image bank currently contains more than 1.5 million documents. In addition to 
portraits there are transport lists which include information about deportees including name, date/place of 
birth and occupation. Those lists digitized and indexed are also reported by the search engine. 
 
Kazerne Dossin’s website is at https://www.kazernedossin.eu/EN/. The site is in English or Dutch. 

http://jewish-places.de/
https://sztetl.org.pl/en/
https://tinyurl.com/JHEGermanyMap
https://www.kazernedossin.eu/EN/
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An Incredible Resource for Russian Empire Records/Discussion: j-roots 
 
From the blog of Lara Diamond, Lara’s Jewnealogy, 12/2/2018 
 
If you have ancestors who lived in what was the Russian Empire, you must know about j-roots.  Check out 
the below guest post that talks about this resource and how English speakers can best interact with it.  
 
The following is a guest post from Dmitry Pruss.  Dmitry Pruss lives in Salt Lake City. A native of Moscow, 
Russia, he holds a Ph.D. degree in Molecular Biology and works in the field of human genetics. Since 2006, 
his projects included solving heritable disease riddles by combining DNA testing with the classic kind of a 
gumshoe genealogy. Dmitry is a volunteer moderator of the Onomastics section of the Jewish Roots portal, 
and a contributing editor of Avotaynu magazine. 
 
Did your great grand uncle attend college in Odessa or St Petersburg? Did you great grand aunt take ap-
prenticeship exams for a pharmacist or a midwife ? Was their cousin sent to Siberia for anti-government 
agitation - or perhaps a petty crime? Or maybe an ancestor's signature graced a shul petition, or a plea to 
the authorities asking for a fire or famine relief? 
 
The old country Jews interacted with the Czar's oppressive government in a myriad ways, always having to 
prove who they were, where they hailed from, who were their kin. Along the way, they left priceless bread-
crumbs of genealogy information. It is still there in Eastern Europe's archives. The vital records may have 
been lost as the local archives went up in flames during WWII (note from Lara: Many do still exist though, 
as you can see in many of my blog posts), but the authorities hoarded up so much paperwork in their quest 
to suffocate the Jews, that the tales of your family are still preserved in as unlikely places as Moscow where 
millions of police file cards catalog all the brushes of the Jews with the system, or the Kremlin of the an-
cient capital of Siberia, overflowing with correspondence about prisoners and exiles. 
 
Over a nearly decade of its existence, Jewish Roots portal (http://j-roots.info/) has become the leading 
force in Russian Jewish genealogy research. It is busy uncovering and digitizing new genealogy sources in 
the archives of the former Russian Empire, and building a valuable help base of advice on genealogy 
searches, both for the online investigators and for those doing their research on the ground, in the ar-
chives, libraries, and cemeteries. 
 
The users of j-roots are scattered across many countries and speak many languages, but the vast majority 
of them have native knowledge of Russian, the principal language of the original genealogy-related records 
in the Old Country. So to avoid a Babylonian-style incomprehension between speakers of so many lan-
guages, since its inception, the portal has made it an official policy to use Russian throughout, and to leave 
a small dedicated multilingual forum area for those who don't know Russian. (http://forum.j-roots.info/
viewforum.php?f=101 ) 
 
But it goes without saying that most of us in the West have roots in the old Russian Empire, yet can't read 
or write (and machine translations between English and Russian are still quite lame). For those who would 
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like to use the resources of j-roots, but are hampered by the language barrier, this post should be the place 
to get step-by-step instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. To register, go to http://forum.j-roots.info/index.php & click the "Registration" (Регистрация) link. You 

can also follow a direct link to registration here: http://forum.j-roots.info/ucp.php?mode=register So 
far everything is still in Russian, but another click will change it all :)  

2. Go to Language (Язык) pulldown menu. It has just two option, and luckily, one of them is English. Now 
you can glide seamlessly though the rest of the registration process, and in the end, many of the menus 
will actually be in English, whew! (illustration on next page) 

 
Once registered, you can explore the portal's two most useful areas: its forum (http://forum.j-roots.info/
index.php ) and its database( http://forum.j-roots.info/searchdb_form.php ) (the site also has a library of 
scanned books http://forum.j-roots.info/biblio.php and a variety of excellent educational and research arti-
cles in Russian, some of which may be of use to non-native speakers as well, like this guide to finding and 
exploring Metric Books of vital records  ( http://j-roots.info/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=491 ) 
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FORUM: The portal's discussion forum has nearly 20,000 registered users, and it is the most active section of the site. 
This is also where you find the dedicated multilingual section, entitled "My Russian Jewish Ancestry" http://forum.j-
roots.info/viewforum.php?f=101 The most active forum sections discuss researching historic Jewish communities, 
studies on specific surnames and families (with over 1,200 discussion threads, and a surname index provided here: 
http://forum.j-roots.info/viewtopic.php?p=48565#p48565), Jewish onomastics discussion (kindly assisted by Dr. Bei-
der!), detailed expert advice on specific archives and online databases, Jewish education and school files, Jewish mili-
tary draft and military files, occupational, professional, and trade guilds records, Holocaust materials and files, files 
and documents of political persecution of the Jews both in Czarist times and in Soviet times, Jewish emigration rec-
ords, etc.   
For the rest of this valuable article, visit https://larasgenealogy.blogspot.com/2018/12/an-incredible-resource-for-
russian.html?m=1 
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Nathan’s Journey 

Arthur Solomon Meyers  - JGSCT Board Member 
 

Marcia Indianer Meyers has a long, strong awareness of the importance of preserving and sharing family his-
tory.  While looking through our family history files, she found ten hand-written letters, nearly four decades 
old, from my father, Nathan, to Marcia, our daughters Naomi and Ruth, and me.  Holding this living history in 
her hands, she recognized their importance for today.  She said:  “You must write an essay on your father.”   
 
When we add to the letters some background of the Jewish people in Czarist Russia, the large-scale emigra-
tion of many to the U.S., and their life in general in 20th century America, supplemented by what we have 
learned through the years about the family’s history, the letters reflect and convey “Nathan’s Journey.”   
 
That is now underway. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcia Indianer Meyers, genealogist and past president of JGSCT, found a picture of her younger self while pe-
rusing her picture collection! 
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