
 

 

 

Since so many of our 

ancestors emigrated through Ellis 

Island, we thought we would concentrate on New 

York Jewish genealogical resources in this issue of Quest! 
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Access to the JGSCT Library 
 
Information from our Librarian, Janet Carlson: 
Since our move to Temple Sinai, access to the library has changed.  As always, 
any member can use the library after our meetings.  If you would like to go 
there at any other time, you have to contact the Temple Administrator, Joyce 
Sturm to make sure someone will be there to let you in.  The building is locked 
at all times.  Call Joyce at 860-561-1055.  Tell her when you would like to 
come and she will let you know if it's all right or not and if no, make another 
date.  The address of Temple Sinai is 41 West Hartford Rd., Newington, 
CT  06111. 

tel:860-561-1055


H E R E  T O D A Y . . . G O N E  T O M O R R O W ?  

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

Doris Loeb Nabel 
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As genealogists, we are concerned about recording, pre-
serving, and disseminating our research results. In the 
past few weeks, two reports appearing on the Internet, 
as well as on radio and TV, raised concerns. 
 
Ted Koppel, ABC’s Nightline anchor for 25 years, while 
promoting his new book, Lights Out: A Cyberattack, A 
Nation Unprepared, Surviving the Aftermath, described 
scenarios that are more than disturbing.  
 
At a time when terrorism around the world causes anxie-
ty, Koppel raised the specter of a different threat. Cyber-
terrorism, the destruction, or immobilization of the pow-
er grid, would result in the loss of everything powered 
by electricity. Who thinks about its potential conse-
quences while pumping gas, changing thermostat 
settings, filling a glass with potable water, or saving a 
computer document? 
 
On December 9, while listening to Koppel’s radio inter-
view on NPR, I checked Facebook. To my astonishment, I 
discovered an unanticipated issue concerning continuity 
that is of immediate concern to genealogists: Ancestry 
announced that it is retiring its Family Tree Maker (FTM) 
genealogy software. I checked my email, and found 
more information about the topic including:  
 
* Philip Trauring’s blog post: bloodandfrogs.com/?s=FTM, 
bloodandfrogs.com/2015/12/managing-the-ftm-
transition.html, and Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
jewishgenealogy/?fref=ts 
* Ben Sayer’s email updates, and website: genealo-
gytools.com/ offering ‘The Replacing Family Tree Maker Se-
ries” (15+ parts) 
* IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee chair 
Jan Meisels Allen’s IAJGS Leadership Forum email: 
* blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2015/12/08/ancestry-to-retire
-family-tree-maker-software/ 
* blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2015/12/09/more-
information-on-family-tree-maker-desktop-software/ 
* Thomas MacEntee’s Facebook group Technology for Gene-
alogy, and www.geneabloggers.com/ blog 

During 2016, the last year Ancestry.com is supporting 
FTM, information and support will continue to surface. 
 
Genealogists no longer research only in libraries and ar-
chives. Many do not record data on file cards or sheets 
of paper. Therefore, we all need to be aware of the pos-
sible ephemeral nature of software and websites that 
hold our records, family trees, and photos.  
 
In addition to storage, genealogists must remember 
that, even in the absence of a cyberattack, our data is 
nevertheless vulnerable. Do you have yours backed up 
to an external hard drive or the cloud? Experts suggest 
that you do so regularly, and also store a drive some-
where other than your home. Many advocate keeping 
paper copies of your material. 
 
Do you have copy of the GEDCOM that contains the data 
in your genealogy software? I automatically backed up 
my computer wirelessly to an external drive. After water 
somehow entered my computer while I dozed on the 
flight from Israel last summer, I purchased a new com-
puter. I don’t use FTM, but I do need to contact the ge-
nealogy software company to find out how to transfer 
the data from the hard drive I managed to salvage, or 
from the backup device. Since my software is two gener-
ations older than the current version, I’m concerned 
about it working with my new computer’s operating sys-
tem. Unanticipated issues do arise; I need to do what I 
suggest others should do! 
 
Perhaps you have all your data in the cloud? Or your 
family tree exists only on an online tree? Any of these 
sites may cease to exist due to financial considerations 
or company policy changes. 
 
These scenarios remind us to secure our work and to use 
more than one option to preserve our research and to 
ensure continuity. 
 



ELMIRA EVENTS FROM AFAR 
GAIL KALISON REYNOLDS 
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My paternal grandmother, Ethel LeVine Kalison, was 

born in Elmira, New York in 1895.  She often told a 

story about an older brother named Barney who was 

hit by a train and killed.  According to my grandmoth-

er, the family was so upset by the event that they left 

Elmira and moved to Ithaca.  The LeVines eventually 

moved to New Haven about 1915 for reasons un-

known to me.  

 

A picture given to me by one of my 

father’s younger first cousins.  The 

back of the picture says Bubby and 

Barney.  

 

 

 

 

 

Grandma Kalison was known to embellish her stories. 

Wanting to learn more about my ancestors, I 

searched on the internet for information about Elmi-

ra.  This is when I found Fulton History, a searchable 

site of historical newspapers.  The url is http://

www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html.  I was amazed 

with the information that I found! 

At this time my great-grandfather, Solomon LeVine, 

and several of his family members were junk dealers.  

My great-grandmother was Sarah Alpert LeVine. They 

lived in a cluster of buildings on John Street in Elmira.  

I found newspaper articles about their junk busi-

ness—complaints, lost horses, incorporation, bank-

ruptcy, and so on.  I even found an obituary for my 

great, great grandmother, Bedana LeVine! I have also 

learned that my great, great Alpert grandparents also 

emigrated to the U.S. 

Sure enough, after searching on different keywords, I 

found the following articles from August 7 and 8, 

1905: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
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So although Ethel was known to tell a tall tale, the 

story of her brother killed on 

the train tracks was no bubbe 

meise.  The LeVines had other 

children in addition to my 

grandmother:  Lenore, Betty, 

Alice, Freda, and Max, who all 

lived to old age. 

 

 

 

My genealogi-

cal search continues.  I still haven’t located any immi-

gration records for the Alperts (Alperowicz) or the 

LeVines so I don’t know how they came to arrive in 

Elmira around 1892.  From DNA testing, a cousin in 

Israel contacted me with information that the Alperts 

came from Kurenets in Belarus.  Whether the LeVines 

also came from the same town and where they en-

tered the country are remaining mysteries to re-

search! 

Obituary for my great-great grandmother from February 6, 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Family History Questions to Ask Your Grandpar-
ents 
 

Take advantage of upcoming family gatherings to 
“interview” family members. Here are some ques-
tions to get you started: 
1. What were the names and birthdates of your sib-
lings, parents and grandparents? Did any of them 
have nicknames? 
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents 
share any stories with you about that day? 
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happi-
est? Saddest? 
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy 
doing for fun? 
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where 
did you go to school? 
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma? 
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a 
child? 
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What 
jobs did you have? 
9. What events most impacted your life growing up? 
10. What would you say is your proudest achieve-
ment? 
 

Source: http://www.geni.com/blog/10-family-history-

questions-to-ask-your-grandparents-390010.html 

 
 

Picture of Ethel LeVine from 1916 

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR GRANDPARENTS 
 

http://www.geni.com/blog/10-family-history-questions-to-ask-your-grandparents-390010.html
http://www.geni.com/blog/10-family-history-questions-to-ask-your-grandparents-390010.html


News from: Nu? What's New? 
The E-zine of Jewish Genealogy From Avotaynu (Gary Mokotoff, Editor) 

P a g e  5  V o l u m e  2 7 ,   N u m b e r  4  

Vol. 14, No. 40 – October 17, 2015 
FamilySearch Adds Ellis Island Index (1925–1957)  

This week’s additions to 
the Family Search record collection include an index 
to “New York Passenger and Crew Lists (1909, 1925–
1957)”. The actual records are online also and can be 
linked to from index results. Based on searching for 
persons named Mokotow, it may be an independent 
creation and not a copy of what already exists on An-
cestry. An inquiry to FamilySearch questioning wheth-
er it was independently created has not yet been an-
swered. Independently created indexes have the ad-
vantage that an error in transcribing information into 
one database is unlikely to appear in the second data-
base.  
 
This database is a major boon to Jewish genealogists 
whose ancestors came to the United States through 
Ellis Island during this time period. The free Ellis Is-
land database athttp://libertyellisfoundation.org/
passenger, which is usually searched through 
the Stephen P. Morse One-Stepsite, only includes ar-
rivals through 1924. The Ancestry collection includes 
arrivals to 1957, but is accessible only by paid sub-
scription.  
 
The FamilySearch version has a quirk. Most of the 
passenger lists are two pages long. After accessing 
the first page of the passenger manifest, there seems 
to be no way to browse to the next page. Click “Open 
in a new window” and the resulting page allows you 
to browse the manifest to retrieve the second page.  
 
New York City Archives Releases Microfilms of Mar-
riage Index  
Brooke Schreier Ganz received a package of micro-
films of the index to applications, affidavits, and li-
censes for a marriage (1908–1929) from the New 
York Municipal Archives. As Ganz stated in her e-
newsletter, "This index had never been out of New 

York City before—but now, thanks to the New York 
Freedom of Information Law, a second copy exists, 
and is currently sitting in a California kitchen, waiting 
to get scanned. Next stop: the Internet!" She hopes 
to get the films digitized quickly and put online before 
the end of 2015.  Ganz won a law suit in New York 
State Supreme Court to force the archives to release 
the microfilms to her.  
 
This project is just the tip of the iceberg. She has 
formed an organization called “Reclaim the Records” 
that will focus on release of other records that should 
be in the public domain. Her website at http://
www.reclaimtherecords.org/ states the next projects 
are:  
   • Index to New York City Marriages, 1938 through 
the present day  
   • New York City Birth Certificates (1910–1915)  
   • Index to New York State Deaths (outside of New 
York City) (1880–1957)  
   • New Jersey Births, Marriages, and Deaths (1901–
1903)  
 
Vol. 16, No. 42 – November 1, 2015 
FamilyTreeWebinars, a producer of online webinars 
for genealogy, now has a backlog of 275 courses that 
are available by subscription. They include a com-
bined 1,203 pages of instructors' handouts. The com-
pany also has a policy of offering new webinars for 
free if watched live when they are first presented.  
 
The planned programs for November/December can 
be found at http://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming
- webinars.php. One is “Mapping Madness” present-
ed by Ron Arons, a member of the JGS of San Francis-
co and frequent lecturer at Jewish Genealogical Soci-
eties and annual conferences. The lecture will teach 
where to find historical maps online and off and dis-
cover mapping tools that help understand our ances-
tors' migration patterns. Included will be such map 
sources as Google Maps, Bing Maps, MapCruncher, 
AniMap, etc. 

http://libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger
http://libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger
http://stevemorse.org/
http://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
http://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
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Courses can be viewed on computers, smart phones, 
tablets or other mobile devices. Additional infor-
mation is at the company’s website: http://
FamilyTreeWebinars.com. 
 
Holocaust Center for Humanity Opens in Seattle 
If you are planning to attend the annual IAJGS Inter-
national Conference on Jewish Genealogy in Seattle 
this summer, be aware there is a new Holocaust mu-
seum in the city. The Henry and Sandra Friedman Hol-
ocaust Center for Humanity is located at 2045 2nd 
Avenue in Seattle. Their opening hours are limited: 
Wednesdays, 10:00am–4:00pm; 1st and 3rd Sundays, 
10:00am–4:00pm. Their website is athttp://
www.holocaustcenterseattle.org/  

Is it a Myth? Name Changes at Ellis Island 
Joel Weintraub provided some insight to this widely 
accepted “fact” in the October 5, 2015 JewishGen Di-
gest: 
Since I have a major section in talks I give on the myth 
of name changes at Ellis Island, and we are having an 
interesting discussion on this, I want to add some in-
formation. 
 
1. Most tickets were sold by agents to potential immi-
grants.  As part of that process they filled out, in ad-
vance, the answers to questions on the manifest.  The 
agent then submitted the lists to the shipping agen-
cy.  Thus the clerks that actually prepared the mani-
fest (notice that the handwriting on each page was 
usually the same for all entries) worked from those 
lists and probably didn't interact with the immigrants 
directly.  That's why if the person did not sail, their 
name was crossed off the already existing list.  Thus 
although there is a possibility of error in the rewriting 
of a name, it reduces errors from not hearing correct-
ly the name of a person. 
 
2. Some countries required papers for immigrants to 
exit their borders. Forged papers or using papers of 

someone else could lead to that name on the mani-
fest because that was the name the ticket was bought 
under. 
 
3. There was no reason for the staff at the immigra-
tion centers (Ellis Island the main one with 70% of 
incoming immigrants) to change a person's 
name.  They had limited time (seconds really for each 
individual) for the horde of immigrants they faced to 
ask simple questions like: who bought your ticket, 
where are you going, how much $$ do you have, do 
you have friends or relatives here, do you have em-
ployment.  This is to decide whether to put people in 
detention. About 20% of Ellis Island immigrants end-
ed up on the detention lists, 6% of all immigrants 
went to "Special Inquiry", and 2% of total immigrants 
were deported for things like LPC (Likely Public 
Charge… no $$, no contacts in the U.S.), or CL 
(Contract Laborer, since it was illegal for U.S. compa-
nies to have offered a job in advance to the immi-
grants). That's why "who paid for your ticket" was 
asked since many immigrants couldn't afford one, 
and they had to be very careful how they responded. 
 
4. Before the immigrant stepped on Ellis Island, they 
were given tags with their name on it, and the Mani-
fest page and line number.  They were to pin the tag 
on their outer clothing.  It also sped up the process as 
the inspectors had the manifest in front of them 
when questioning an immigrant, and the immigrants 
were separated into ship, and manifest page.  So the-
inspectors at Ellis Island did not have to ask them 
what their names were… they could have read it from 
the tags directly. (Most but not all pictures of immi-
grants at the Island show them wearing the  
tags).   The immigrants did not have to show or be 
literate until a literacy requirement was put into 
effect in 1917.   For most of the years that Ellis Island 
was operating, the immigrants were not required to 
show proof of who they were. They only had their 
"good name" on the manifest, on their medical card, 
and on their landing tag and their wits about them to 

NO, YOUR ANCESTORS’ NAMES WERE 

NOT CHANGED AT ELLIS ISLAND 

http://familytreewebinars.com/
http://familytreewebinars.com/
http://www.holocaustcenterseattle.org/
http://www.holocaustcenterseattle.org/
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to get through the U.S. immigration entry process. 
 
5. Although the manifest may show some modifica-
tions of names, this was not a requirement of the in-
spectors, nor did they have any paperwork to formal-
ize that procedure.  The immigrant probably could 
ask for modification of names. 
 
6. There was no requirement that the immigrant use 
the name on the manifest once they entered the 
United States proper. 
 
Now, there IS a case of a person's name being 
changed at Ellis Island.  It's the exception that proves 
the rule.  Frank Woodhull's name was changed to 
Mary Johnson.  See: 
http://www.nypl.org/blog/2013/07/02/name-
changes-ellis-island 
 
Joel Weintraub 

For more on Ellis Island and its predecessor, Castle 
Garden, please use these websites: 
 
Ellis Island Passenger Search:  http://
www.libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger 
 
Castle Garden (used from 1820 to 1892): http://
www.castlegarden.org/ 
 
Steve Morse’s site is also useful for searching passen-
ger lists for Ellis Island and Castle Garden: 
http://stevemorse.org/ 
 
Some passenger lists are also available at ances-
try.com, myheritage.com, and familysearch.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

Genealogy In Time has posted an article on Ellis Island 
Immigration Facts.  Ellis Island was the main port of 
entry for many immigrants to America—some esti-
mate about 1/3 of all Americans can trace their an-
cestors through Ellis Island.  Only third class or steer-
age passengers were processed through Ellis Island. 
During World War II, Ellis Island was used to intern 
German, Italian and Japanese prisoners of war. This is 
a good primer on Ellis Island. 

So many of our ancestors came to the US through El-
lis Island that reading about the immigration process 
can enrich our searches. 

http://www.genealogyintime.com/articles/Ellis%
20Island%20Immigration%20Facts%20page1.html 

 

 
 

NO, YOUR ANCESTORS’ NAMES WERE 

NOT CHANGED AT ELLIS ISLAND 

FROM THE IAJGS LEADERSHIP DIGEST 
 

http://www.nypl.org/blog/2013/07/02/name-changes-ellis-island
http://www.nypl.org/blog/2013/07/02/name-changes-ellis-island
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M O R E  F r o m  t h e  I A J G S  l e a d e r s h i p  

D i g e s t  

 

 

 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars has announced their 2016 
series and is open for registration. They have 62 pro-
grams to choose from—including genealogy celebrities 
such as John Colletta, Cyndi Ingle (Cyndi’sList), and Judy 
Russell (The Legal Genealogist) . I have heard them at 
genealogy conferences and they are great!  The list of 
speakers includes Jewish Genealogy’s own Ron Arons. 
Also available are programs from Findmypast, MyHerit-
age, Family Search, and topics on DNA, software, com-
puter programs and more. 

Remember it’s free at the time of the webinar and 
their recordings are free to watch for the first 7 
days.!  After then you pay a nominal fee for accessing 
the archives or purchase a webinar subscription for the 
year for $49.95 as of 1/1/2016 or $44.95 through the 
end of December. This is the list of webinars to choose 
from: http://familytreewebinars.com/pdf/ftwbrochure-
1422907826.pdf 

To register for the webinars go to: http://
familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.phpTo 
read the news article about the JPPI report see: http://
news.yahoo.com/report-world-jewish-population-
nears-pre-holocaust-level-165906104.html 

 

MyHeritage just announced they added a free 

collection of digitized books-over 37 million pages from 
150,000 books relevant to family history! The books 
span the last 4 centuries and include family, local and 
military histories, city and county directories, school 
and university year books and much more.  You need 
not be a subscriber to MyHeritage to access this collec-
tion.  You can search by first name, last name, publica-
tion title, publication date, publication place, or key-
words.  MyHeritage is now matching this new collec-
tion automatically to all family trees on MyHeritage, 

and users are alerted if Record Matches are found for 
individuals in their family tree. 
 
To read more about this collection go to: http://
tinyurl.com/h7h8zgz 
Original url: 
http://blog.myheritage.com/2015/12/huge-free-
collection-of-digitized-books-now-available-on-
myheritage/ 
 
To search the collection go to: http://tinyurl.com/
gl37cnj 
Original url: 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-
90100/compilation-of-published-sources 
 

National Archives Virtu-
al Genealogy Fair 

O c t o b e r  2 1  &  2 2 ,  2 0 1 5  
 

Revisit the 2015 Virtual Genealogy Fair 

On October 21 & 22, 2015, the National Archives host-
ed a live, two-day, virtual Genealogy Fair via webcast 
on YouTube with thousands of family historians partici-
pating in the live event. It is not too late to be part of 
this educational program! 

If you missed this year’s live broadcast, all of the rec-
orded session videos and handouts remain available 
from this web page. As in previous years, you can 
watch the sessions and download the materials at your 
convenience. 
 
Session Videos and Handouts: 
 
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-
fair/2015/schedule-handouts.html 
 

http://familytreewebinars.com/pdf/ftwbrochure-1422907826.pdf
http://familytreewebinars.com/pdf/ftwbrochure-1422907826.pdf
http://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
http://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php
http://news.yahoo.com/report-world-jewish-population-nears-pre-holocaust-level-165906104.html
http://news.yahoo.com/report-world-jewish-population-nears-pre-holocaust-level-165906104.html
http://news.yahoo.com/report-world-jewish-population-nears-pre-holocaust-level-165906104.html
http://tinyurl.com/h7h8zgz
http://tinyurl.com/h7h8zgz
http://blog.myheritage.com/2015/12/huge-free-collection-of-digitized-books-now-available-on-myheritage/
http://blog.myheritage.com/2015/12/huge-free-collection-of-digitized-books-now-available-on-myheritage/
http://blog.myheritage.com/2015/12/huge-free-collection-of-digitized-books-now-available-on-myheritage/
http://tinyurl.com/gl37cnj
http://tinyurl.com/gl37cnj
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-90100/compilation-of-published-sources
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-90100/compilation-of-published-sources
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M O R E  N E W  Y O R K  R E S O U R C E S  

New York State Historic Newspapers  

The NYS Historic Newspapers project provides free 
online access to a wide range of newspapers chosen to 
reflect New York's unique history. 
 
The newspapers are listed alphabetically and detail the 
issues available online.  

 

 

 

 

More Resources from the NYPL (New York Public Li-
brary) 
 
In the Sept. 4, 2015 JewishGen Digest Bruce Drake 
shared this reminder about using the NYPL for our re-
search: 
 
One of my particular pursuits in my family research is 
tracking down photos that throw light on where my 
ancestors lived. No doubt, someone has may have 
posted this before since it's from July 14 but this article 
on "How to Find Historical Photos of New York City" 
bears seeing for those who may have missed it: 
http://on.nypl.org/1PPVThZ 
 
Coming across this also reminded me how valuable - 
and enjoyable -NYPL as a source of information. Their 
terrific map  (http://www.oldnyc.org/) shows you a 
street grid layout of the city with red dots at intersec-
tions where the NYPL has historic photos, which you 
can click on and see immediately. NYPL is also the re-
pository of digitized Yizkor books, one of which I have 
been using for my translation of the Kovel Yizkor book. 
 
So, a shout-out to NYPL. And one day I'll find that nee-
dle-in-a- haystack: a photo that shows the storefront of 
10 Delancey Street on the Lower East Side between 

1913-1919 when my grandfather had a restaurant 
there. 
 

 
 
Other Jewish genealogy resources pertaining to New 
York: 
 
Some New York City and other New York cemetery rec-
ords are online (in addition to JOWBR and other ceme-
tery websites). For a summary, check this Jewishgen 
page:  http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/krosno/
NYCem.htm 
 
New York State has several Jewish Genealogical Socie-
ties: 
 Buffalo http://www.jewishgen.org/jgs/jgs-buffalo/ 
 New York City http://www.jgsny.org/ 
 Long Island http://jgsli.org/ 
 Yeshiva University http://

www.yufamilydiscovery.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://on.nypl.org/1PPVThZ
http://www.oldnyc.org/
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M O R E  N E W  Y O R K  

R E S O U R C E S  

Websites! Websites! Websites! 
 
The following list of websites contain links for New 
York research: 
 
Cyndi’s List: http://www.cyndislist.com/us/ny/ 
 
One-Step Webpages by Steve Morse: http://
stevemorse.org/ 
 
JewishGen (Click on “About Us” then “Search Website”. 
Type New York in the search box ): www.jewishgen.org 

 
The Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island has a 
YouTube channel with many interesting short videos. 

Some of the titles include: 

 7 Important Genealogical Hints from WWI and 
WWII Registration Cards 

 8 Ways to Get the Most Out of JewishGen’s Com-
munities Database 

 7 Popular Symbols on Jewish Headstones 

 5 Ways Yizkor Books Can Enhance Your Family Re-
search 

 6 Tips to Find Maiden Names 

Each video runs from three to five minutes.  The videos 
may be found at url: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCUV8xttIn93AwJX2_I0AIAg/feed 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P I C T U R E S  F R O M  O U R  

T H R E E - P A R T  S E R I E S  

Monica Talmor talks about how to start your 
genealogical search 

Lew Goldfarb explains how to use tombstones 
in your genealogical search 

http://www.cyndislist.com/us/ny/
http://stevemorse.org/
http://stevemorse.org/
http://www.jewishgen.org
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Arthur Meyers Retiring After 19 Years As 
Middletown's Russell Library Director 

From the Hartford Courant, December 8, 2015 

By Shawn Beals 

MIDDLETOWN — As the director of Russell Library for 
19 years, Arthur Meyers has garnered universal re-
spect with his quiet, humble persistence and a genu-
ine passion for serving the public. 

He will retire in February, leaving a career as a librari-
an that began in the 1950s. 

Meyers, 77, grew up in the Bronx and in Florida, and 
after serving in the U.S. Army for two years, including 
a peacetime deployment to Germany, he worked in 
libraries in New York City, Detroit, Baltimore, St. Louis 
and two in midsize cities in Indiana. 

He worked in those places for a few years each, but it 
wasn't until taking the job at Russell Library in 1997 
that he found a place that felt like home, he said. 

"It's just been a really wonderful fit," Meyers said. 
"It's a really good community in so many ways." 

Meyers took over at Russell Library in the infancy of 
the Internet age, guiding the institution into its posi-
tion today as a do-it-all resource for the always on, 
always connected patrons. 
 
The library offers training and resources for job seek-
ers, a host of children's programs, historical and cul-
tural exhibits and workshops, and has plans to ex-
pand its offerings to teenagers. 

"We provide what people need," Meyers said. "We 
don't begin by thinking we know all the answers. We 
don't begin by asking what we want to provide, we 
ask, 'What are your interests?' and we have a very 

successful job and career program because that's 
what people need." 

Library board of trustees president, Geen Thazham-
pallath, said with Meyers at the helm the library has 
become a haven for people — a respite from the indi-
vidual storms in their lives and from the literal storms 
outside. 

"He seems to know how to treat each person with 
importance," Thazhampallath said. "It doesn't matter 
where you are with status or title, and that translated 
really well to his leadership of the library as a whole. 
It's a place where people of all status, all walks of life 
have come to find a refuge." 

Meyers said he is especially proud of the library's 
business and career offerings. People looking for jobs 
can get advice on interviewing and take classes to 
learn basic office skills. 

"Nothing means as much as when people say, 'You 
helped me get a job,' " Meyers said. 

Federal Judge Stefan R. Underhill presides over the 
annual naturalization ceremony Russell Library hosts 
around the Fourth of July, and said people becoming 
citizens of the United States at that event get a more 
inspiring start because of the work Meyers has done. 

"Arthur really makes their experience extra special 
because he's able to get so many community leaders 
together," Underhill said. 

The event usually features a list of speakers, including 
U.S. senators and representatives, the Connecticut 
secretary of the state, local mayors and others. 

"It really deepens the sense of accomplishment for 
them in becoming American citizens," Underhill said. 
"He's out for the community, and that's the bottom 
line. His motivation is to make the city of Middletown 

(Continued on page 12) 
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and the state of Connecticut a better place. He's 
thinking about the new citizens and he's working hard 
to make that day extra special for them." 

Underhill said what's impressive about the ceremony 
is its focus on patriotism and the clear commitment 
Meyers shows. He spends hours organizing it, but 
never participates on the day of the ceremony, char-
acteristically letting others take the credit. 

After retir-
ing, Mey-
ers plans 
to spend 
time trav-
eling with 
his wife, 
Marcia, to 
see their 
daughters 
and attend 
events for 
groups 
they are 
involved 
with. The 
two have 
been mar-
ried 54 years — one daughter lives in Fiji and the oth-
er lives in Rhode Island. 

Meyers is an avid reader and plans to continue partic-
ipating in groups that meet regularly to discuss books. 
Marcia Meyers is a stamp collector and both are ac-
tive at Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek in 
Chester. 

The library board held interviews with candidates on 
Dec. 1 and Dec. 2, and is seeking a new leader who 
can continue the library's modernization and increase 
its already strong regional profile. The board of trus-
tees expects to announce a new director in January. 

"There's no way to replace Art. That's not what we're 
looking to do," Thazhampallath said. "It really brings 
home for me the importance of the search process. 
Twenty years ago they got it right." 

Meyers began work at Russell Library in May 1997, 
succeeding Stuart Porter, who had been director for 
18 years and was there during a period of moderniza-
tion that included a full digitization of the card cata-
log. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
To view this article online: 
http://www.courant.com/community/middletown/hc
-middletown-arthur-meyers-russell-library-1208-
20151209-story.html 
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The Connecticut State Historical 

Records Advisory Board (CT 

SHRAB) and Conservation Con-

neCTion receives grant from the 

National Historic Publications & 

Records Commission  

 

The Connecticut State Historical Records Advisory 
Board (CT SHRAB), in collaboration with Conservation 
ConneCTion, is pleased to announce that it has re-
ceived a grant from the National Historic Publications 
& Records Commission (NHPRC) to provide training 
opportunities and site visits for cultural heritage or-
ganizations with archive collections.  
 
The archival collections held by Connecticut’s mid-
sized and small cultural heritage organizations are 
incredibly important in documenting and understand-
ing the history of our state as it reflects the national 
experience.  These repositories hold the private and 
public history of the people, communities, businesses 
and political entities that have shaped the history of 
Connecticut.  These archival collections serve as the 
threads that tie together diverse institutions and 
communities to create each unique local identity.   
 
Over the next two years, CT SHRAB will hold six Ar-
chives Roundtable meetings throughout Connecti-
cut.  The Roundtable meetings will focus on specific 
issues regarding the management, arrangement, 
preservation and access to archival collections, such 
as creating and sharing finding aids; tackling the back-
log of unprocessed archival collections; tutorials in 
Metadata, Describing Archives: A Content Standard 
(DACS) and Encoded Archival Description (EAD); when 
to call a conservator; and digital collec-
tions.  Roundtable participants are encouraged to use 
these sessions as problem-solving and networking 
opportunities.   
 

In addition, the very popular Traveling Archivist Pro-
gram, which was launched in 2013, will expand into a 
team of Traveling Archivists who will provide free half
-day site visits to museums, historical societies, librar-
ies and other cultural heritage organizations across 
the state.  The Traveling Archivist works with each 
site’s staff and volunteers to answer their questions, 
and help them through a pre-determined project for 
one of their archival collections.  Every participant 
receives a report outlining what was accomplished 
during the site visit, including recommendations for 
further work and improvement. The Traveling Archi-
vists will continue to be available by phone or email 
to answer your questions.  For more information on 
these programs please contact Kathy Craughwell-
Varda at Conservation ConneCTion –
CSL.ConservationConnection@ct.gov or 203-241-
0618. Learn more about CT SHRAB at http://
ctstatelibrary.org/state-archives/connecticut-state-
historical-records-advisory-board/.  

 

 

About the State Library: The Connecticut State Li-
brary is an Executive Branch agency of the State of 
Connecticut. The State Library provides a variety of 
library, information, archival, public records, muse-
um, and administrative services to citizens of Con-
necticut, as well as the employees and officials of all 
three branches of State government. The Connecticut 
State Archives and the Museum of Connecticut Histo-
ry are components of the State Library. Visit the State 
Library at  http://
www.museumofcthistory.org/  |   http://twitter.com/
LibraryofCT | http://www.facebook.com/
CTStateLibrary | http://www.flickr.com/photos/
ctarchives/ 

mailto:CSL.ConservationConnection@ct.gov
tel:203-241-0618
tel:203-241-0618
http://ctstatelibrary.org/state-archives/connecticut-state-historical-records-advisory-board/
http://ctstatelibrary.org/state-archives/connecticut-state-historical-records-advisory-board/
http://ctstatelibrary.org/state-archives/connecticut-state-historical-records-advisory-board/
http://www.museumofcthistory.org/
http://www.museumofcthistory.org/
http://twitter.com/LibraryofCT
http://twitter.com/LibraryofCT
http://www.facebook.com/CTStateLibrary
http://www.facebook.com/CTStateLibrary
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ctarchives/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ctarchives/
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Registration opens on January 3! Take ad-
vantage of early registration and register by 
April 30.  Registration will provide links to 
the  Hotel Reservation form with special con-
ference rates. 

The focus for the 2016 conference is: The Wandering 
Jew. 

Tracks will include: 

 The Sephardic Experience in the United States 

 European Migrations 
 South American, Australian and South African 

Branches 
 Westward Ho! Jews in the Western US 
 Coming Home to Israel 
 
Conference registration begins January 3, 2016, with 
early bird discounts applying through April 30, 2016. 
 
See http://www.iajgs2016.org/ for additional infor-
mation 

 
Keynote Speaker Devin E. Naar 
 
Naar is an accomplished genealogist. Naar has ap-
proached Sephardic genealogy, history, literature and 
culture with a fresh approach. 

 

 

 

 

A history PhD from Stanford University, Naar began 
his interest in his Sephardic genealogy at age 20 when 
another New Jersey Naar sent Devin’s family  a letter 

trying to determine if his Naars and theirs shared a 
common ancestor. Devin Naar’s journey has led him 
to self-taught fluency in Ladino; the Sephardic world 
of Salonica, Italy, Amsterdam, the Caribbean and the 
United States; a Fulbright Scholar year in Greece; his 
dissertation, Jewish Salonica and the ‘Making of the 
Jerusalem of the Balkans,’ 1890-1943; and, now, an 
endowed chair in the University of Washington’s 
Stroum Center for Jewish Studies and an assistant pro-
fessorship in History at the University of Washington. 

Naar’s arrival in Seattle in 2011 invigorated the local 
desire to preserve Sephardic culture and history. To 
that end, in addition to his ground-breaking academic 
work, Naar leads a digitizing effort called Seattle Se-
phardic Treasures. The project involves collecting, pre-
serving and disseminating artifacts, book and letters 
from the Seattle Sephardic community. Thus far, the 
project has collected more than 700 items. 

Check out Dr. Naar’s faculty profile on the Stroum 
Center for Jewish Studies webpage. You will find a list 
of and links to several of his publications as well as 
videos of several lectures. 

You may hear him, interviewed by Aaron Lansky, on 
the Yiddish Book Center’s podcast, Tune In!, from Au-
gust 2014 at: http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/
audio/collecting-ladino-books-conversation-devin-
naar 

The webpage of the Jewish Historical Society of Cen-
tral Jersey features an article Naar wrote about his 
family history research, “Tracing the Origins of the 
Naars of New Jersey: A Personal Odyssey.” 

Tablet Magazine published a nice article in July 2014 
about Dr. Naar and the Seattle Sephardic Treasures 
Initiative. 

http://jewishstudies.washington.edu/
http://jewishstudies.washington.edu/sephardic-studies/sephardic-studies-digital-library-museum/
http://jewishstudies.washington.edu/sephardic-studies/sephardic-studies-digital-library-museum/
http://jewishstudies.washington.edu/portfolio/devin-naar/?portfolioID=13089
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/audio/collecting-ladino-books-conversation-devin-naar
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/audio/collecting-ladino-books-conversation-devin-naar
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/audio/collecting-ladino-books-conversation-devin-naar
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/179790/seattle-ladino-revival
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JEWISH GENETIC GENEALOGY: A STUDY IN ENDOGAMY 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 

JGSCT is pleased to present special program 
for our membership on Tuesday, January 26, 
2016 at 7:00 pm at Temple Sinai in Newing-
ton. 
 
World-famous genealogist Israel Pickholtz will discuss 
how to interpret and use DNA results in your Jewish 
genealogical research. 
 
Need help understanding and interpreting your DNA 
test results? DNA results are especially complicated 
for Jews, who have largely "married within the tribe" 
for hundreds of years, a practice known as endoga-
my. This phenomenon, with variations, occurs in oth-
er populations, including early American colonial. In 
this presentation, professional genealogist and au-
thor Israel Pickholtz will tackle this challenge head on. 
Since every family is different, rather than taking a 
"how-to" approach, he will demonstrate how he dealt 
with endogamy in his family and identify general les-
sons that apply to all DNA research. His goal is to in-
spire listeners and readers to say, "I can do this!" Fol-
lowing the talk, copies of his book, ENDOGAMY: One 
Family, One People, will be available for purchase and 
signing. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Israel Pickholtz, a native of Pittsburgh, has lived in Is-
rael since 1973. He has been working on his families’ 
genealogies since 1994. His flagship work is the 
Pikholz Project that aims to identify and reconnect all 
Pikholz descendants. Pickholtz is a member of the Is-
rael Genealogical Society and the Association of Pro-
fessional Genealogists. He has lectured at IAJGS con-
ferences and has been widely published in many ge-
nealogy publications.  
 
http://www.endogamy-one-family.com/ 
 

SNOW DATE:  THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 28, 2016  
at Temple Sinai 



We meet at Temple Sinai: 

 

41 West Hartford Road 

Newington, CT 06111 

Quest:  quest@jgsct.org 

 

General Info:  info@jgsct.org 

JGSCT Board of Directors 

 
President & Webmaster- Doris Loeb Nabel, 
 moidame@comcast.net  

Vice President – Barney H. Miller, bhm99@cox.net  

Secretary - Monica Talmor, mtalmor@comcast.net  

Treasurer - Lewis Goldfarb, lewg28@att.net  

Membership – Linda Winkleman, justiceofp@netzero.net  

Publicity  and Quest Co-editor– Gail Kalison Reynolds,  

 publicity@jgsct.org  

Quest Co-editor - Deborah Samuel Holman,  

 deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net  

Librarian – Janet Carlson, jkcarlson19@gmail.com 

Members at Large: 

Rabbi Edward Cohen,  edwardcohen@sbcglobal.net  

Arthur S. Meyers,  marciarthur@sbcglobal.net 

Marcia Indianer Meyers, marciaarthur@sbcglobal.net  

Richard Sperber, rsperber@comcast.net  

Howard Seigel, hmsiegel@optonline.net  

WWW.JGSCT.ORG 
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