
 

OCTOBER 15 2017 1:30 P.M. 

Ron Arons: “Sex, Lies, and Genealogical Tape” 

 
JGSCT MEMBER PUBLISHED IN AYOTAYNU! 

 

Congratulations to Meryl Blau Menon, whose 
recent article “Entering the World of 
Genealogy: A Mystery to Solve” was published 
in the Spring 2017 issue of Avotaynu.  
 
Due to publication rules, her article can’t be 
shared in QUEST for several months, but you 
can always read it for yourself in Avotaynu! 
 
To subscribe go to: http://www.avotaynu.com/

journal.htm 
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NEXT MEETING!! 

September 17, 2017, 1:30 P.M. 

“Stories Are In The Details ”– Ava “Sherlock” Cohn 

Bring a Family Picture, Ava will review pictures for an hour after the program; 

members given preference 

 

All programs held at  

Temple Sinai 

41 West Hartford Road 

Newington, CT 06111 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Doris Loeb Nabel 

Welcome to the 2017 – 2018 Program Year 

Exciting Updates From Your Program Committee Follow! 
  

Gail Kalison Reynolds, Janet Carlson, Deb Holman, Marcia Indianer Meyers, and I, have researched, reached 
out, and received affirmative replies from the speakers we contacted. If the names of the September and Oc-
tober speakers seem familiar, we are delighted that Ava Cohn and Ron Arons will return to JGSCT to share 
their expertise. Ava presented in 2011; Ron in 2010 and 2015. 
 
Be sure to add the following dates, presenters, and topics to your calendars! 
 

 17 September       Ava Cohn: The Stories Are In The Details * 
         *Bring a family photo!  

        After the presentation, Ava will analyze photos for one hour.  

         She will select the individuals by lottery; preference given to JGSCT members  

         One photo per person. 

15 October       Ron Arons: Sex, Lies, and Genealogical Tape 
 19 November Finding Your Jewish Ancestors & Maximizing Your Success:  

   A Jewish Genealogy Seminar Presented By The Board, Part I 
 17 December  Finding Your Jewish Ancestors & Maximizing Your Success:  

                                           A Jewish Genealogy Seminar Presented By The Board, Part II 
 2018 

       21 January              - Inaugural 15 minute session prior to program (Topic TBA) 
                                           -Members Share Highlights Of Sessions Attended At The IAJGS 2017  
                                            Orlando Conference  
                                 -Assisted Research  

18 February        Informative session about the IAJGS 2018 Warsaw conference 

18 March       Janeen Bjork:  The Rest of the Story: Finding Your Family in     
       Online Newspapers 
15 April       Marian Burk Wood: Planning a Future for Your Family’s Past:  
                                     Organize Your Genealogy and Share With Future Generations 
20 May       Doris Loeb Nabel:  My Genealogical Journey, Part II –France/   

                                     Switzerland/ Germany/Israel 

 3 June        Gail Kalison Reynolds - What Genealogists Need to Know about  

                                           Information Security 

 



President’s Message (continued) 
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To compliment monthly programs, we are pleased to announce an innovation, JGSCT’s 15 Minute Sessions, 
which will be offered a few times during the program year. 

HELP, please! In order to complete planning for this year, the Program Committee seeks YOUR input.  
 
Your presence and involvement enriches everyone’s experience and energizes meetings and discussions. 
What topic(s) would YOU like covered during these segments? Please send your ideas to info@jgsct.org 
 
Please remember to check www.jgsct.org frequently for additional information, as well as before program 
meetings. Given that RSVPs are not required for most programs, when an event might need to be cancelled, 
or postponed, the details will be on the website HOME page. 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a sweet year, health, happiness, and fulfillment. May this new year, 5778, 
bring justice, security, and the peace we hope for, here, in Israel, and around the world. 

טובה לשנה   

 
 

Special Family Tribute Photo 
 
Board member Marcia Indianer Meyers recently sent a family  
photo to JewishGen and it is now prominently featured on the town page for Chodorow. 
http://jri-poland.org/town/chodorow.htm  
 

Marcia wrote, “I've been able to put the 1909 photo of Indianer 

family in Chodorow on-line on Jewishgen. My Dad looks picture-

ready with his hand in his coat - love it!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a larger version of the photo with the family 

members identified. 

 

 

mailto:info@jgsct.org
http://www.jgsct.org
http://jri-poland.org/town/chodorow.htm


The German Empire's Oldest Man:  His Family in America 

and the Broken Chain of Jewish Faith 

 
By Bernadine Couture and Kealy Salomon 
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Upon his death in 1896, at the age of 112, Salomon Lewin(sohn) was recognized as the oldest man in Germany, in both 
his native country and in Connecticut, where his sons, Abraham and Isidor, had settled by 1880.1 The Morning Tele-
graph of New London, Connecticut, reported that Salomon, also known as Lewin Salomon, was one of six children who 
outlived his four brothers and one sister.2  Salomon was born in October 1783, and he lived in the small town of 
Mrotschen located in the province of Posen in eastern Prussia.3  The province, which was once part of the Polish realm, 
was added to Prussia by Frederick the Great in the late 18th  century.  It later became part of the unified German Em-
pire in 1871.  Today, the region is a part of Poland; Mrotschen is now called Mrocza and Posen is now known as  Poz-
nań. 
 
Salomon’s Hebrew name was Shlomo Halevi, where Shlomo was his given name and Halevi indicated that he and his 
family were from the Tribe of Levi.4  (In the Book of Genesis, Levi was identified as the third son of Jacob and Leah.  He 
was the founder of the Israelite tribe.)   
 
Salomon lived during the reigns of four Kings of Prussia: Frederick II (The Great), Frederick William II, Frederick William 
III, and Frederick William IV, and also three Emperors of Germany:  William I, Frederick III, and William II.  He was three 
years old when Frederick the Great died in 1786.  Salomon lived to be the oldest man in the entire German Empire.  He 
was granted a pension by Emperor William I for reaching a century old, a custom of the time.  
 
Given the region where Salomon lived, it is not surprising that he spoke both German and Polish fluently.5  He used 
both languages while traveling the eastern Prussian countryside carrying out his business. By the early 1800s, Salomon 
had established a successful tobacco trade.  His knowledge of the region’s cities, towns, and surrounding areas was es-
pecially useful during the Napoleonic Wars when he served as a guide assisting with the movement of troops through-
out Posen.6  Later in his life, Salomon was involved in selling honey and rawhide.  He continued this work even after he 
reached the age of 100 and received the customary pension.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salomon Lewin (Morning Telegraph 1896)  

 
Salomon’s continued trade in rawhide contributed to his one brush with the law.  According to an article in the Morning 
Telegraph, Salomon believed that he no longer needed the usual license once he achieved his century mark.7 The local 
authorities disagreed, and he was sentenced to one day in jail for buying rawhide from some country peddlers.8  The 
American newspaper wondered at the harsh punishment meted out to a distinguished citizen for such a trivial offense.  
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 The life of a traveling peddler was not always easy in the days before good public roads or railroads.  Salomon delight-
ed in telling stories of his travels, including one set near Mrotschen in which, at the age of 32, he bested a would-be 
thief.  According to an account by Julian Harris Salomon, a great-grandson of Salomon, “He went to market in a distant 
town to sell his honey.  To shorten his return, he left the highway and took a trail through the woods.  He was set upon 
by a robber deep in the forest.  In the fight, he managed to get a firm grip on the long hair of his opponent.”9 Salomon 
fiercely attacked the highwayman to save his own life.  The brigand’s friends were not far away, and if they had known 
about Salomon’s presence, he could have been murdered by them.  Julian also stated: 
 
So great was his strength and so firm was his grip that when the fight was over his hand still held part of the 
hair and bloody scalp of the would-be robber.  But he could not open his hand when he tried to cast off his gris-
ly trophy.  There were no doctors in the vicinity and it was the village blacksmith who opened the hand.  With 
the help of the two men to hold the patient, the hand was pried open with an iron bar.  It was said that Great-
Grandfather could not use his right hand after that.10 

 

This was a favorite story of Salomon’s young relatives, and it was often recounted as he grew into his consider-
able old age.  
 
Salomon married Ernestine, the daughter of Moses Haiman Lebenstein.11* The Morning Telegraph stated that Salomon 
had seven children.12  Review of available birth records only confirm the births of three of Salomon and Ernestine’s 
sons:  Moses (b. 1825), Abrahm (Abraham) (b. 1828), and Sawl/Paul (b. 1833).13* Two of Salomon’s sons and a daugh-
ter lived with him in Mrotschen until his death.  Three of his other children, including his oldest daughter and his sons, 
Abraham and Isidor, left Mrotschen and immigrated to the United States.   This daughter, who was living when Salo-
mon died in 1896, was reported to have resided in Providence, Rhode Island.14* Of Salomon’s seven reported children, 
one is unaccounted for.   
 
Salomon’s children took his given name as their surname.  Abraham and his wife, Miriam, had at least six children, all 
of whom were born in Prussia:  Charlotte, Hirsch (also known as Herman), Louis, Pauline, Michael and Henry.15* After 
Abraham’s wife died during a cholera epidemic, he and his children eventually made their way to New London, Con-
necticut.16  Once established in New London, Abraham owned and operated his own business there.  In 1884, Abraham 
was working as a clothier, specifically, a tailor at Salomon & Sons located at 9 Bank St.17  His sons, Henry and Michael, 
also worked for the family business at that time. Abraham’s brother, Isidor, was married to Ernestine (Lewin), and they 
had several children.  They were living in New York City when their first daughter, Caroline (Salomon), was born in 
1860.18  In the 1870s, Isidor worked as a tailor there.  By 1880, he and his family had moved to New London, Connecti-
cut.  While Abraham and his sons operated Salomon & Sons, Isidor was working as a tailor at 133 Main St.19 

According to Abraham’s obituary in The Day, of New London, Connecticut, his funeral 
service was “in strict conformity to the ritual of orthodox Jews.”20  However, not all of 
Abraham’s descendants maintained the Jewish faith.  The Jewish faith of Herman Salo-
mon/Solomon and his wife, Julia, the daughter of Hirsch and Bertha (Landmann) Lefko-
witz, was not passed down through one of their daughters, Mary.21* She fell in love with 
Joseph “Wilfred” Ovila Couture, a French Catholic, who was the son of Francois-Xavier 
Couture and Marie-Elmire (Rivard dite Dufresne).  On July 2, 1905, they married at Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Providence, Rhode Island, and they settled there.22  The cele-
brant was J. D. O'Keeffe, Assistant Pastor.   
 
 

 
  Wedding Portrait of Wilfred and Mary (Salomon/Solomon) Couture  
             Used with permission by Susan (Ricci) Sowden 
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 Mary became a devout Catholic after giving up her Jewish faith.  She even became a member of the Ladies Catholic Be-
nevolent Association in Rhode Island.  This caused significant distress to and a break with her parents, Herman and 
Julia.  They shunned her because Jewish lineage is passed down through the female.  Mary’s sisters, Bertha and Jean, 
were upset with their parents for their behavior.  Bertha even changed her surname from Salomon/Solomon to her 
father’s given name.  Bertha’s nephew, William Couture, stated that she did not like her surname; another nephew, 
Stafford Lindsay, and a niece, Susan (Ricci) Sowden, reported that Bertha was disconcerted with her parents for making 
Mary an outcast from the family.  Mary died on November 1, 1969, in North Providence, Rhode Island.23  On November 
5, 1969, a Solemn Requiem Mass was held for her at the Church of the Assumption in Providence, Rhode Island.  A rab-
bi was in attendance to represent her Jewish roots.  She was buried with her husband at St. Ann Cemetery in Cranston, 
Rhode Island, instead of one of the Jewish cemeteries where her family members were buried.  This is how the Jewish 
line of faith was broken, and why descendants of this family line are French Catholic today.    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Couture, Jr., 2nd Great Grandson, of Wilfred and Mary Couture 
 

Besides grandchildren living in the United States, Salomon Lewin also left behind great and great-great-grandchildren 
at the time of his death.  Among Salomon’s descendants, there were some that received his good genes of longevity.  
Among Herman’s six known children,  Mary passed away at age 90, Mata died at age 93, Jean expired at  age 90 and 
Bertha departed at age 109. Of the Salomon descendants, Bertha is the second oldest to live the longest after Saloman 
Lewin, aged 112. Wilfred and Mary also had a daughter, Irene Couture Lindsay, who passed away at age 99. Herman’s 
brother Louis had a grandchild, Robert Arthur Salomon, who lived to age 102.  He was the son of  Arthur. Salomon had 
other descendants who lived well into their 90s but they are too numerous to list. 
 
Salomon’s descendants highly admired and greatly respected him.  Each generation handed down these stories to their 
children and grandchildren.  It is so important to take the time to write down and tell our children the stories we know 
about our ancestors.  Otherwise, family history will become clouded or lost.  Julian Harris Salomon wrote in a summary 
of his family history: “Title and date photographs and keep records of births, marriages and deaths.  Write down family 
stories.  Those who follow will be glad to have them.” 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       Julian Harris Salomon, c1964 
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 The authors are related to Salomon through Abraham and his two sons, Herman and Henry.  Bernadine’s husband, Ste-
phen Couture, Sr. is a great-grandson of Wilfred and Mary (Salomon/Solomon) Couture, a daughter of Herman and 
Julia, and Kealy is a granddaughter of Julian Harris Salomon, a son of Henry and Frances (Harris) Salomon.  
 
Shalom! For further information or any questions Bernadine Couture may be reached at couture67@cox.net. 
 

FOOTNOTES 
 
1HAS SOME RELATIVES HERE, “Lewin Salomon, the Oldest Man In the Whole German Empire,” Morning Tele-
graph (New London, Connecticut), Feb. 25, 1896. 
2Ibid. 
3Ibid. 
4JewishGen, comp. JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR) [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008. 
5Morning Telegraph. 
6Ibid. 
7Ibid. 
8Ibid. 
9Julian Harris Salomon, “A Summary of Salomon Family History,” Oct. 22, 1970. 
10Ibid. 
11Gmina żydowska, Nakło nad Notecią, Matrykuła, 1823-1874 (Salt Lake City, Utah: Mikrofilmowało The Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1969), FHL Microfilm 715115.  *Available birth records of Moses, Abrahm and Sawl (Paul) Salomon also 
list Ernestine Salomon’s father as Heiman, Moses Haijmann, and Lebenstein Haiman.  Further research is needed to 
determine the order of his full name. 
12Morning Telegraph. 
13Gmina żydowska, Nakło nad Notecią, Matrykuła, 1823-1874.  *Additional investigation of marriage and death records 
may uncover information about the rest of Salomon’s children.   
14Morning Telegraph.  *Providence City Directories for the period of the 1890s and Rhode Island Death Records were 
researched up until 1920 for Salomon’s daughter.  No evidence has been found of her living there.  It is possible that 
she married and is listed under a different surname.   
15Julian Harris Salomon.  *Abraham Salomon’s wife is listed as Marge (Mosessohn) on the marriage record of her son, 
Hirsch Salomon and is noted as Marion Mosson on his Connecticut death record; JRI-Poland Shtetl CO-OP Volunteers, 
comp. Poland, Jewish Records Indexing-Poland, Marriages, 1798-1939 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ances-
try.com Operations Inc, 2008.  She is listed as Marie Mussen on her daughter Pauline (Salomon) Labensky’s 1941 death 
record in Medford, Massachusetts.  Martha is another variation that was found. 
16Ibid. 
17New London, Connecticut, City Directory, 1884. 
181870 United States Census of New York, New York; Roll: M593_1028; Page: 770B. 
19New London, Connecticut, City Directory, 1884. 
20“Obituary of Abraham Salomon.” The Day (New London, Connecticut). Oct. 1, 1888. 
21JRI-Poland Shtetl CO-OP Volunteers, comp. Poland, Jewish Records Indexing-Poland, Marriages, 1798-1939 [database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.  *On Julia’s marriage record in 1876, she is listed as Jette 
Lefkowitz.  There are too many variations to list.  One variation is Leftkowitz. 
22Rhode Island Marriages, Providence, Rhode Island, Vol. 1905, p. 225.   
23Certificate of Death (69-07992), Providence, Rhode Island, Mary Couture, November 1, 1969.  
24Julian Harris Salomon. 
  

 

mailto:couture67@cox.net
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FROM NU? WHAT’S NEW?  

                                      The E-zine of Jewish Genealogy from Avotanyu (Gary Mokotoff, Editor) 
 

Auschwitz Death Register Spread Sheet Online 
A list of 63,000 people who survived the selection process but died at Auschwitz has been placed online as a 
spread sheet. It is located at http://tinyurl.com/AuschwitzSpreadSheet. The source appears to be the 
Sterbebücher, 46 volumes of deaths of prisoners who were registered in the camp and died between July 29, 
1941 and December 31, 1943. Information provided is last name, first name(s), date of birth, date of death, 
birthplace, residence and religion. 
 
The file can be downloaded as an Excel file. Under the words “Auschwitz_Death_Certificates_1942-1943,” 
click the word “File,” then select “Download As.” Once downloaded, the file can be manipulated, for exam-
ple, sorted by any column. Sorting by religion demonstrated that approximately 28,000 entries are for Jews. 
 
New Czech Holocaust Database 
Peter Lande reports that the United States Holocaust Museums’ Survivors and Victims Database has a new 

collection: Selected Records from the National Archives in Prague, Ministry of Interior, Fond JAF 828. This 

Czech collection contains more than 71,000 names from 520 name lists. The records relate to confiscation of 

Jewish properties. Included are index cards relating to deportations, primarily from Theresienstadt, as well as 

charges against Nazi leaders. You can request the digitized document linked to each name and immediately 

receive the relevant document in your email. Use the following link to access the collection: https://

www.ushmm.org/ online/hsv/source_view.php?SourceId=42179. 

http://tinyurl.com/AuschwitzSpreadSheet
https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/source_view.php?SourceId=42179
https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/source_view.php?SourceId=42179
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Brick Wall Tips: What to do When You’re Stuck! 

 
Genealogist and blogger, Amy Johnson Crow suggests there is one question you need to ask, “What is it I’m 
trying to find?” Her point is that sometimes we have so much data we have difficulty clearly expressing what 
specific information we need when we are asking for help. “Here’s the thing. If you can’t articulate what 
you’re trying to find, chances are you won’t find it.” Amy likens a genealogical search to a road trip. “When 
we have a destination in mind — when we know what it is we’re trying to find — we can get ideas about how 
to get there. When we don’t know where we want to go, we can wander around the back roads and take for-
ever to get nowhere. The scenery might be pretty and we might find something just from luck, but we can 
also end up feeling like we didn’t accomplish much.” 
 
Stating exactly what we need to find sets the framework for our research. You need to decide what the ques-
tion is. “When you’re feeling stuck or overwhelmed, take a step back. Breathe. Then ask yourself, ‘What is it 
I’m trying to find?’ The clearer you can get on that, the more focused your research will be.” (Source: Crow, 
Amy. 2015. "The Question You Need to Ask When You're Stuck on Your Genealogy - Amy Johnson Crow  
URL: http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/the-question-you-need-to-ask-when-youre-stuck-on-your-
genealogy/ 
Amy suggested 3 ways to “jumpstart” stalled research in her blog post on June 22, 2017. 
 
1. Create a Timeline -  allows you to see the details of a person’s life that may not be captured on a chart or 

group sheet. 
2. Print a Family Group Sheet – helps to better visualize what information you already have and helps you 

spot gaps, such as missing dates and spouses for children. 
3. Review Your List of Sources – check to see you have original sources for your information. If not, locating 

those records may provide you with some missing information 
 
The website Family History Daily  (https://familyhistorydaily.com/) lists 6 tips to make your searches more 
effective. 
 
1. Search Databases Individually 

Searching every database on a site at one time means that a massive amount of records must be sort-
ed through and presented to you to choose from. That means that relevant results can easily get lost 
in the mix. On most large research sites, such as FamilySearch or Ancestry, the easiest way to search 
specific collections is to type in your search and then use the left sidebar to filter the results by type, 
location, or date. This will drastically narrow your results and help you turn up the details you need.  

2. Focus on One Piece of Information at a Time 
 To find results more effectively, decide on one piece of information that you want to know–such as a 
 birth date or the cemetery of burial. Now, write down all of the details that may help you locate that 
 data–what do you already know? Who might have what you need? Lay these details out clearly in a 
 notepad. Once you have the facts you need to help you written out clearly, start your search for 
 the one fact you have chosen to look for. Do not get sidetracked. Save any other interesting infor-
 mation that you may turn up for later, and keep working on the one piece of information only.  
                          (Continued on next page) 

http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/the-question-you-need-to-ask-when-youre-stuck-on-your-genealogy/
http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/the-question-you-need-to-ask-when-youre-stuck-on-your-genealogy/
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 Brick Wall Tips: What to do When You’re Stuck! (cont.) 
 
 If the records you are looking through turn up nothing, tweak your search again and again until you 
 are satisfied that you have explored every angle. It helps to keep a clear list of specific facts you are in 
 need of and rotate through them to avoid burn out–but when you pick one on your list to search for, 
 stick to it for as long as you can to increase the chances of finding what you need. Focus = Reward 
3.    Use Boolean Searches 
 This sounds complicated, but it is not, and it is very effective. It is a simple method for increasing the 
 relevancy of results in just about any database by using words or symbols to refine your request (ie 
 AND, OR or NOT). The Colorado State University has a wonderful, fast tutorial on how you can use 
 boolean searches to help you become a better researcher. Using the NOT and OR operators can be 
 useful in genealogy research. Example: Mary Sweft OR Swaft born 1847 NOT Swift 
4.    Try Wildcards 
 This can be a little confusing. See the Family History Daily article “How Wildcard Searches Can  
              Uncover Ancestors” for an in-depth article on how to use wildcards. (https://familyhistorydaily.com/  
              family- history/how-wildcard-searches-uncover-ancestors/) 
5.     Search Many Databases 
 As mentioned above, there are many, many wonderful free genealogy resources available online 
 now. And the list grows every day. Many have records only found on their site. Family History Daily 
 just compiled a collection of 50 free genealogy sites that they really love, and that is only the  
             beginning of what you can find online. It can be easy to limit yourself to your favorite resources– 
             but leaving your comfort zone and exploring new sites may open doors you never even new existed. 
6.     Go Offline 
 If you’re stuck, don’t be afraid to search offline for the records you need. This may mean visiting your 
 local library’s genealogy or history reading room, a nearby historical society or a Family Search Cen
 ter where you will have access to billions of records you simply cannot get ahold of online. Most of 
 these establishments have smart and helpful volunteers that are eager to help you uncover your  
             family’s story. 
 
 In some cases, uncovering data may be as simple as ordering a print copy of a record that has not yet 
 been digitized. Most states and counties make this a pretty painless process by placing their indexes 
 available online–often with a convenient ordering system. The prices for some records are very  
              reasonable. 
 

(Source: "6 Search Strategies You Can Use Right Now to Find "Difficult" Ancestors". 2016. Family His-

tory Daily. URL: https://familyhistorydaily.com/tips-and-tricks/6-tips-for-more-effective-genealogy-

searches/.) 

http://lib.colostate.edu/tutorials/boolean.html
https://familyhistorydaily.com/family-history/how-wildcard-searches-uncover-ancestors/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/family-history/how-wildcard-searches-uncover-ancestors/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-resources/50-free-genealogy-sites/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/tips-and-tricks/family-history-center-do-you-have-one-in-your-area/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/tips-and-tricks/family-history-center-do-you-have-one-in-your-area/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/tips-and-tricks/6-tips-for-more-effective-genealogy-searches/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/tips-and-tricks/6-tips-for-more-effective-genealogy-searches/
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Donating Your Collection – Some Suggestions 

 
Many of us are now faced with the question of what to do with our research. Here are some suggestions. 
Thanks to Barney Miller for these helpful articles. 
 
How to Donate Published Genealogies to the Library of Congress - Local History & Genealogy Reading Room 
(Library of Congress) URL- https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/gifts.html 
 
Donating Personal and Family Papers | American Jewish Archives URL - http://americanjewisharchives.org/
collections/donatePersonal.php 
 
A post by Sharon Korn on the JewishGen Digest (August 23, 2017) provides an extensive list of possible places 
to submit written manuscripts. 
 
1. JewishGen 
2. Family History Library 
3. Library of Congress Local History and Genealogy Reading Room 
4. Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center, Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
5. Center for Jewish History, Ackman & Ziff Family Genealogy Institute:  
 http://www.cjh.org/# and  http://genealogy.cjh.org/ 
6. New York Public Library:  
 https://www.nypl.org/help/about-nypl/legal-notices/policy-gifts-materials 
7. Stanford University 
8. Brigham Young University Genealogical Center 
9. Association of Jewish Libraries 
10. Hebrew Union College Klau Library 
11. Newberry Library 
12. Jewish genealogical and history societies for geographic areas mentioned in the manuscript 
13. William Brennan Jewish Heritage Museum:  
 http://www.thebreman.org/Research/Cuba-Family-Archives 
14. Cobb County Public Library System, Georgia Room:  
 http://www.cobbcat.org/research/local-history/ 
15. American Jewish Archives:  
 http://americanjewisharchives.org/collections/donatePersonal.php 
16. Leo Baeck Institute: 
 https://www.lbi.org/donate/donations-of-books-periodicals-and-other-publications/ 
17. YIVO Institute for Jewish Research:  https://yivo.org/donate-materials 
18. Sons of the American Revolution 
19. Daughters of the American Revolution 
20. Wiener Library, London, UK  
           (Continued on next page) 
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Donating Your Collection—cont. 
 
Michael John Neill wrote about this topic in his daily Genealogy Tip of the Day. He suggested considering the 
following before, as he said, “…your executor just dumps your stuff on a library’s doorstep.” 
 
 Libraries may not want or be able to maintain random copies of public records that are available else-

where. 

 Libraries may not want or be able to maintain random copies made from published books. 

 Unorganized materials are difficult for libraries to inventory and manage and they are difficult for patrons 
to use. 

 Photographs, personal certificates, and other “unique” items are more likely to be preserved and collect-
ed, but it can be difficult for some facilities to afford to maintain these collections–consider leaving some 
financial legacy (if possible) to assist in long-term maintenance. 

 Ask first to determine if the facility can or is willing to take your collection. 

 Organize your material while you are still able to. Make continued organization of your materials a regu-
lar part of your research process. You never know when that day may come when your donation clause 
will go into effect. 

 One last time–discuss this with the recipient first. 

Source: http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2017/06/26/before-your-executor-just-dumps-your-
stuff-on-a-librarys-doorstep/ 
 

Brick Wall Tip: Formulate Search Queries 

 
In another Genealogy Tip of the Day, Michael John Neill shared some tips on formulating 
search queries. 

 

It can be tempting in cyberspace to fire off a message about that ancestor who frustrates us. Providing scant 
details about our problem ancestor also frustrates those who read our query and either makes them unlikely 
to help us or causes everyone to waste time in a cycle of probing questions to determine what the poster ac-
tually knows. There are some very helpful people on some message boards who simply won’t take the time 
to reply vague queries such as “I’m looking for an ancestor’s parents.” 
 
In that vein, consider including the following information in your query: 
 what you know about the ancestor (approximate dates and places of birth, marriage, and death) 

 where the ancestor lived–a summary of locations in chronological order if possible 
 really unusual alternate spellings of any names 

 a summary of what records you’ve searched 
 what you are trying to determine    
                           (Continued on next page) 
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Digitizing Family Photos and Records:  

What’s the Best Format to Use?” 

 
Family History Daily has published an article on “Digitizing Family Photos and Records: What’s the Best  
Format to Use?” It covers the advantages and disadvantages of GIF, JPG, TIFF and PDF formats. The article is 
located at http://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/ digitizing-family-photos-records/ 
 

Article Compares DNA Testing Services 
 Family History Daily has published an essay titled “Which Genealogy DNA Test Is the Best? A Detailed Com-
parison Guide to Help You Decide.” They have included Family Tree DNA, MyHeritage DNA, AncestryDNA 
and 23andMe in their comparison because “these four companies are the main providers of genetic geneal-
ogy tests in the current market.” They identify 17 factors to consider in determining which is best for the 
consumer including such factors as cost, current size of database, privacy concerns and turn-around time. 
The report can be found at http://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/ancestry-dna-tests-
comparison-guide  

Brick Wall Tip: Formulate Search Queries (cont.) 
 
Providing this information helps people to help you–and that’s what it is about. It may also cause you to dis-
cover something you didn’t know you had. People may still respond with questions, but at least the basic 
information is in the query. 
 
Don’t worry too much about grammar and syntax. Comma splices and split infinitives (whatever they are 
<smirk>) are not the end of the world. Your query does to be clear, readable, and understandable. Rambling 
sentences are confusing to the reader. Remember: you want to make it easy for someone who can help you 
to help you. 
 
And when someone does reply to your query–either with a probing question or help–try and respond. Even 
just a thank you at least acknowledges you saw their response. 
Source: http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2017/07/20/before-you-post-that-query 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEWEST MEMBERS! 
 

Victor and Lieba Bernstein: Researching Germany. Family surnames are: 
MANN, BERNSTEIN, and GLOTZER 
 
Linda Arrer: Researching Ukraine and Belarus. Surnames are: 
OWRUTZKY, ROSOFSKY, COHEN, SINOWAY, HERTZ, and GLADSTONE 

http://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/digitizing-family-photos-records/
http://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/ancestry-dna-tests-comparison-guide
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http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2017/07/20/before-you-post-that-query
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“The Internet is Forever” – The 24th article in the 
Safe Computing Series 
August 31, 2017 (Hal Bookbinder) 
 
The newest article has been published in the Septem-
ber issue of "Venturing into Our Past", the Newsletter 
of the Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Val-
ley and Ventura County (JGSCV). The twenty-four arti-
cles published to date are available in a single PDF 
which includes an index. This resource is freely acces-
sible using either of the following links: 
http://tinyurl.com/jqvk7a6 or http://tinyurl.com/
ComputingArticles 
 

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation-
August 11, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 

The mission of this group is to preserve the architec-
tural heritage and cultural history of Greenwich Vil-
lage, East Village and NoHo (for non NYCites NoHo 
means of Houston Street.) There are many photos in 
their collections which may be browsed at: http://
www.archive.gvshp.org/collections/browse 

They recently added 500 photographs donated by 
photographer Carole Teller whose collection starts 
with the 1960s.  To read more about this see: 
https://untappedcities.com/2017/08/09/over-500-
old-pictures-of-nyc-added-to-gvshps-historic-image-
archive/ 
 
Israel National Library Launches Digital Manuscript 
Archive 
August 6, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
On August 2, 2017 Israel's National Library launched 
an online database of tens of thousands of digitized 
Jewish manuscripts from across the globe. The ar-
chive contains almost 4.5 million images from 45,000 
manuscripts ranging from Afghanistan to Spain, rep-
resenting about 53% of the collection. They include 
prayer books., biblical texts, commentary, philoso-
phy, scientific writings and more.  The database is 

called "Ktiv" which means "written word" in Hebrew. 
They are digitizing from originals and microfilmed 
copies.  
 
The initiative was conceived by Israel's first Prime 
Minister Ben Gurion in 1950.  This project is a joint 
venture with Friedberg Jewish Manuscript Society, 
and partnered with some of the repositories of the 
world's largest Jewish collections in order to achieve 
all manuscripts under one digital roof. 
The library is working to make the texts within the 
manuscripts searchable to online users. To access the 
website go to: http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/
ManuScript/  
 
To read more see: https://www.nytimes.com/
aponline/2017/08/02/world/middleeast/ap-ml-israel-
national-library.html 
 
Library of Congress Launches Free World War I 
Webinar Series 
August 5, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
The (US) Library of Congress announced it will be 
launching a World War 1 webinar series which will 
highlight the Library's remarkable World War 1 re-
sources such as documents, photographs, maps and 
personal stories collected in the Veterans History Pro-
ject.   This is part of the Library's 100th year commem-
oration of the United States entry into World War 1. 
 
The series will be 5- 40 minutes webinars beginning 
on August 22 running through the end of the year. 
The free and open to the public webinars require pre-
registration. Go to: http://tinyurl.com/ybcalr2c 
 
Original url: 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-
american-experiences/events-and-resources/ 
 
Once the webinar series is over, the Library of Con-
gress  will make the sessions available to the public 
on their Echoes of the Great War online exhibition 

(Continued on next page) 
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See: https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-
american-experiences/online-exhibition/ 
 
To read more about the webinar series see: https://
www.loc.gov/item/prn-17-108/?loclr=ealn 
 
Recently Launched Online Database of Holo-
caust Memorial Sites in Latvia 
July 20, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
The Center for Judaic Studies at the University of 
Latvia recently launched an online database and in-
teractive map locating Holocaust memorial sites in 
Latvia.  It also includes databases on Latvian Jewish 
history, including a database of Jews who lived in 
Latvia before World War ll and links to other sources 
of information that would be of interest to those 
researching Latvia. 
 
To access the database go to: http://
memorialplaces.lu.lv/links/   The databases are in 
English, Latvian and Russian. To read more about 
the database see: http://jewish-heritage-
europe.eu/2017/07/20/latvia-new-database-map/%
E2%80%9D 
 
Claims Conference Negotiates to Get Compensa-
tion for Survivors of Iasi Death Trains, Pogroms and 
Ghettos 
July 17, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
Until now, the German government paid compensa-
tion only to Jews who were held in ghettos or con-
centration camps. While Germany accepts deaths 
on the death trains were a war crime until now they 
had not believed they should compensate the survi-
vors. This changed this week when The Conference 
on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (AKA 
Claims Conference) negotiated with Germany to 
compensate, for the first time, the survivors of the 
Iasi ghetto, pogroms and death trains. At the start of 

World War ll, Iasi had a population that included 
100,000 Jews.  Between 13,000 and 15,000 Jews 
were murdered in the Iasi pogrom—June 1941 or 
died on the death trains. 
 
Iasi Pogrom 
 
In 1940 Romania became an ally of Nazi Germany. 
On June 29 police and soldiers started to round-up 
Iasi's Jews, claiming Jews were 5th columnists help-
ing Russians against German and Romanian ar-
mies.  8,000 Jews were shot and beaten to death. 
5,000 were murdered on the public square. Survi-
vors (7,000) were loaded onto trains where most 
died of heat and overcrowding. Bodies were thrown 
from the trains. Only a few thousand passengers 
survived.   
 
Survivors were forced to live in a ghetto. 
According to the Jerusalem Post, negotiations were 
for an increase in home care and other services in its 
programs around the world. Additional funds will be 
used in part to provide pensions to Iasi survivors 
who do not currently receive one.  The German gov-
ernment also agreed to increase the in-home ser-
vices budget for 2018 to be allocated to social ser-
vice welfare agencies that are Claims Conference 
grantees.  The Hardship Fund is now open to those 
who previously received a onetime payment that is 
less than the amount paid today. To read the Jerusa-
lem Post article, see: http://www.jpost.com/
Diaspora/Iasi-Holocaust-survivors-to-receive-first-
ever-compensation-pensions-499538  
 
NBC News also has an article where it states the sur-
vivors of the Iasi Pogrom will receive $400 a  month 
and are eligible for home care services.  See: http://
www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/germany-agrees
-pensions-iasi-romania-holocaust-survivors-
n781991  

(Continued on page 16) 
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No press release was found on the Claims Confer-
ence website at the time of writing this posting 
http://www.claimscon.org/. Please check there for 
further information. 
 
GenTeam Adds to its Database  
July 10, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
GenTeam has advised that it has added 617,000 ad-
ditional entries online making a total of approxi-
mately 16.8 million entries. These include: 
 Prague (Czech Republic): Jewish Records 

 Military: Casualty lists 1914-1919 Austria-  
      Hungary 
 Vienna: Civil marriages – additional records 
       1909-1919 

 Vienna: Coroner´s Inquest Protocols – additional 
       records 
 Index of Dominion records of Lower Austria –  
      additional records  
There are also additions of Catholic baptisms, mar-
riages and deaths from Vienna and Catholic regis-
ters from Lower and Upper Austria and baptism and 
death records. 
 
To access the above and the other 16 million plus 
entries go to:  http://www.genteam.eu/ Registra-
tion is required. The site is free and continually up-
dated. 
 
USHMM History Unfolded Project about US News-
papers Reporting on Nazi Persecution 1930s-1940s  
June 19, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum has 
a project, History Unfolded where the Museum is 
asking volunteers to search old newspapers online 
and in local archives to locate articles and opinion 
pieces covering specific Holocaust related 
events.  As of June 18, 2017, participants from 
across the United States have submitted more 
than 10,600 articles from their local newspapers. 
The submissions include political cartoons, adver-
tisements, news articles and editorials. The 32- spe-
cific Holocaust-era events that are being requested 
are listed at: https://newspapers.ushmm.org/

events/events-all . These events took place in both 
the United States and Europe. 
 
To learn more about the project and how you can 
participate and  upload your results to the database 
go to: https://newspapers.ushmm.org/about/
project?from=global-nav# 
  
Database Includes Information on Rebels of the 
Russian Revolution 
May 29, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 
For those whose ancestors fought in the Russian 
Revolution you might find this database of 106,000 
men and women of interest. These people were 
considered enemies of the new Communist govern-
ment and were also considered enemies of the 
state when they escaped by emigrating out of Rus-
sia and the Ukraine. The database has full names, 
birth dates, birthplaces, death dates, places of resi-
dents, title within the White Army, military experi-
ence and more! The database is only Russian, but 
using Google translate  
(https://ranslate.google.com/) will help those who 
are not familiar with the Russian language.   
See:  http://swol-kov.org2_beloe_dvizhenie/
baza_beloe_dvizhenie_abc-01.htm 
 
The information on this database came from a blog 
posting by Vera Miller in Lost Russian Family, and 
communist era records.  She provides suggestions 
on how to search the Russian database, using Wik-
ipedia for the Russian alphabet and finding the sur-
names before putting them into Google Translate. 
Ms. Miller also suggests using the Russian search 
engine Yandex for keywords on your family. To read 
her post go to: https://
lostrussianfamily.wordpress.com/category/
communist-era-records-2/ 
                                        
Also included are other free databases on political 
terror, military databases, national database of re-
pressed of Ukraine, Soviet POW database, Ukraine's 
Memory Book of soldiers and civilians who 
died during WW11 and a database of over 400,000  
                                                    (Continued next page) 
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passengers who arrived in the US from 1834-1897 
who identified their country of original as Russian, 
Russian Poles, Armenians, Finnish, Galician, Lithuani-
an, Polish and Ukrainian. See:  https://
lostrussianfamily.wordpress.com/free-databases/ 
 
Fabulous Jewish Genealogy Story About "Lost" Cem-
etery in UK  
May 26, 2017  
 
http://www.devonlive.com/lost-cemetery-found-
thanks-to-google-maps-and-a-box-of-keys/story-
30350913-detail/story.html#pvuZ3JBBpsA867Cw.01 
 

Amsterdam's Jewish Library Ets Haim--World's' Old-
est Functional Library 
May 6, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
Ets Haim, in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, is the 
world's oldest functional Jewish library. Its origins 
were from Sephardic Jews in 1639, many who fled the 

Inquisition in Spain and Portugal funded a school and 
meeting place for their newfound religious freedom, 
which today is Ets Haim. In 1675, it moved to the Por-
tuguese Synagogue and 200 years later the librarian 
of the time donated his 20,000 books, manuscripts 
and illustrations to Ets Haim. During Nazi occupation, 
the library contents were shipped to Germany, but 
today they are back in Amsterdam with approximate-
ly 30,000 printed work=s dating back to 1484 and 50 
0mansucripts dating back to 1282!  
 
Ets Haim has been digitizing its manuscript for ease of 
accessibility.  Go to: http://etshaimmanuscripts.nl/
manuscripts/  and select a category such as "Jewish 
question and Inquisition" or "History" or other cate-
gories to view the manuscript.  This is a work in pro-
gress so not all 500 manuscripts are fully digitized.  
 
To read more about Ets Haim manuscripts 
see:  http://etshaimmanuscripts.nl/about/ 

From the IAJGS Leadership Digest (continued) 

Gary and Ruth Mokotoff - The Octogenarians Who Have Revolutionized Jewish Genealogy -Tablet Article  
May 12, 2017 (Jan Meisels Allen) 
 

Anyone who is “into” Jewish genealogy” knows Gary and Ruth 
Mokotoff- the Avotaynu publishers.  Tablet magazine wrote an 
article about The Octogenarians Who Have Revolutionized Jewish 
Genealogy –the “mom and pop” operation that presides over the 
world of Jewish genealogy.  The article focuses on how Gary start-
ed the Jewish publishing firm and his affiliation with Sallyann Sack-
Pikus when they met at the IAJGS Jerusalem conference in 1984 
and started the Avotaynu Journal in 1985.  To read the article see: 
http://tinyurl.com/lssgobv 

Gary and Ruth Mokotoff 
SallyAnn Sack-

Pikus 

 QUEST PUBLICATION SCHEDULE  
Deadlines for submission: 

February 1— For Quarter 1 Issue 
May 1— For Quarter 2 Issue 
August 1— For Quarter 3 Issue 
November 1— For Quarter 4 Issue 
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New! Jewish Geneabloggers List 
 
Emily Garber made the following announcement on her blog The Extra Yad: 
Recently, Thomas MacEntee announced that he will no longer update his blog GeneaBloggers and his Gene-
alogy Blog Roll. Thomas' blog roll has more than 3,000 genealogy blog listings and it has been not only a use-
ful source for readers, but also a useful marketing tool for bloggers. 
 
I do not intend to completely duplicate those functions, but I have recently gone through GeneaBloggers' 
Blog Roll and extracted the blogs that self-identify with Jewish genealogy. I have accessed each, noted which 
ones are actively blogging (arbitrarily defined as publishing new posts in 2017) and which ones seem to be on 
hiatus. I have also added a few blogs that I know are relevant, but were not listed on GeneaBloggers. 
 
I intend to keep this list current. How current will depend upon how many Jewish bloggers contact me when 
they start new blogs or restart old ones. 
 
You may visit this new resource via the tab, above: Jewish Geneabloggers. 
 
If you are a Jewish genealogy blogger and you are not listed, please let me know via the email address shown 
on the Jewish Geneabloggers page.  
(Posted May 18, 2017) 
 
USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933–1945 Now Online 

 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum has made the first two volumes of their Encyclopedia of 

Camps and Ghettos 1933–1945 available at its website at http://tinyurl.com/USHMMCampsGhettos. The two 

volumes are nearly 4,000 pages long. 

 

Volume I includes the major concentration camps; their sub-camps; SS construction brigades; and early 

camps set up by the police, SA and SS shortly after the Nazis seized power. Volume II includes ghettos in Ger-

man-occupied territories. Each volume matches the physical format of the book, and each consists of two 

PDF files. A place name index is at the back of the second part of each volume. Each signed article includes 

citations and bibliographies for further research. Overview articles provide additional information and are 

worth reading. 

 

Future volumes will be made available online after the print volume has been available for a few years. Vol-

ume III—camps and ghettos in countries allied with the Nazis—is scheduled to be released in print this year. 

 

Genealogy Tidbits 

http://www.geneabloggers.com/major-changes-geneabloggers-com/
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http://extrayad.blogspot.com/p/jewish.html
http://tinyurl.com/USHMMCampsGhettos
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS and LOCAL EVENTS: 

 
The Polish Genealogical Society of Connecticut and the Northeast, Inc. and The S. A. Blejwas Endowed Chair 
of the Polish and Polish American Studies, Central Connecticut State University cordially invite you to attend 
the 2017 GENEALOGY CONFERENCE to learn the strategies for tracing your Polish-American and Eastern Eu-
ropean roots. 

It will be held on Friday, October 13, 2017 and Saturday, October 14, 2017 at the Institute of Technology, 
Business and Development, Downtown campus of Central Connecticut State University, 185 Main Street, 
New Britain, CT. 

For more information, please see the conference website at http://www.pgsctne.org/Conference%202017/
List%20of%20hyperlinks.aspx, which includes the conference schedule, speakers' biographies, and lecture 
summaries.   Information and forms about one-on-one consultation appointments with the speakers (a lim-
ited number are available), registration and lecture selections are also available. 
 
World War I Discussions and Middletown Native 
 
Russell Library in Middletown presents World War One: America Answered the Call, a series of programs and 
exhibits on the 100th anniversary of America’s entry into World War One.  The discussion series has a particu-
lar tie-in to Middletown native, Maurice Rose. 
 
The series will be held on October 4, 11, 18, and 25, at 10:00 a.m., in the Senior and Community Center, 61 
Durant Terrace, and also at 7:00 p.m., in the Library, 123 Broad Street 
 
The discussions will explore the American experience of war and its role in shaping the contemporary world.   
Selected readings from World War One and America: Told by the Americans Who Lived It, a compilation of 
first person accounts written by Americans who experienced it firsthand, will be discussed.  Participants are 
encouraged to read the selected readings prior to the event. Free copies of the readings are available at the 
Library or online at www.russelllibrary.org.  The discussions will be facilitated by Army veteran, historian, and 
librarian, Arthur Meyers.  For additional information, please call the Library at 860-347-2520.  
 

Thanks go to JGSCT Board member, Arthur Solomon Meyers for making us aware of this event. 

 
 
 

 
MEMBERS 

 
Check your SPAM folders to en-

http://www.pgsctne.org/
http://www.pgsctne..org/Conference%202017/List%20of%20hyperlinks.aspx
http://www.pgsctne..org/Conference%202017/List%20of%20hyperlinks.aspx
http://www.russelllibrary.org
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NEWS FROM THE JRI-POLAND DIGEST 

 
JRI-Poland Agreement with Miriam Weiner and The Routes to Roots Foundation 
July 22, 2017 
 
Jewish Records Indexing - Poland is extremely honored to announce a historic agreement with Miriam 
Weiner and her Routes to Roots Foundation (http://www.rtrfoundation.org/) that will provide researchers of 
Polish Jewish family histories with a wealth of new materials freely offered online through the JRI-Poland 
website. Miriam is an internationally acclaimed genealogist who was instrumental in opening up archives in 
Eastern Europe and has collected many interesting and important documents in over 30 years of re-
search.  Miriam has decided to make these materials available to the public and chose JRI-Poland to be the 
conduit for her Polish materials. In 2016, JRI-POLAND Board member Mark Halpern visited Miriam's archive 
(her home and storage unit) to view her vast collection. His comment was "Amazing!" 
 
Miriam is sharing her collection of Archival inventories, the information that populates her award-winning 
book, "Jewish Roots in Poland" and her online Routes to Roots Foundation archival inventory, but with more 
detail of value to researchers. Miriam is sharing archival lists (tax, census, birth, burials, memberships, etc.) 
that she copied over the years. These will be processed and added to the online JRI-Poland database in the 
next months and years. 
 
A partial list of the contents of Miriam's Polish materials can be found at http://www.jri-poland.org/miriam-
weiner-rtrf-agreement.htm. Please read the full announcement link on the Miriam Weiner banner of our 
homepage http://www.jri-poland.org/. 

 

 NEWS FROM THE GALICIA DIGEST 

 
Krakow - A Guide to Jewish Genealogy and History, Third Edition (2017) 
July 11, 2017 

Gesher Galicia is pleased to announced the publication of Krakow - A Guide to Jewish Genealogy and History, 
Third Edition (April 2017) 170 pages. Geoffrey M. Weisgard. Foreword by Andrew Zalewski, M.D., Gesher Ga-
licia Board Member. 

Published in association with British researcher Geoffrey Weisgard, this highly readable guide to Krakow fam-
ily history research is an essential tool for all those with an interest in Krakow. It describes in great detail the 
wide range of sources available about the genealogy and history of the Jewish communities of Krakow and 
Kazimierz, including the Holocaust and the important decades before and after. 

This edition contains much new information that became public since the last printing in 2015. Many of the 
new sources have come to light as a result of special interest groups, like Gesher Galicia, and continuing aca-
demic research in Poland, Israel, America, and elsewhere. 

The book includes a comprehensive bibliography and a detailed index. For prices and ordering information, 
go to https://www.geshergalicia.org/merchandise/ [Scroll down to BOOKS.] 

http://www.rtrfoundation.org/
http://www.jri-poland.org/
https://www.geshergalicia.org/merchandise/
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NEWS FROM THE GERSIG DIGEST 

 
SITE CITE - More Treasure! [RSA films on line] 
May 17, 2017 

Familysearch.org has put most of its collection of Jewish (and possibly other) RSA films on line. 
 
The RSA films were made in Berlin in 1936-1938 as part of a project to film *all* church books, Jewish rec-
ords, etc. The project was abandoned when someone noticed that they'd underestimated its size by a factor 
of 10, but by then lots of key items from many parts of Germany had been filmed. 
 
Some of the records were photographed poorly. Others have dubious handwriting quality. Still others aren't 
quite as advertised. But they exist!  You can see it at: http://tinyurl.com/l5nn6sl 
 
The links in the first column should take you directly to the film-notes page in the Familysearch catalog. From 
there, click on the camera icons that are next to some or all of the film numbers. 

 
FROM EASTMAN’S ONLINE GENEALOGY NEWSLETTER  

                                                               URL: https://blog.eogn.com/ 
 
The following book reviews were written by the newsletter's Book Review Editor Bobbi King: 
 
Book Review: Jewish Community of Long Island 
 
Jewish Community of Long Island 
by Rhoda Miller and the Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island. 
Arcadia Publishing, Charleston SC. 2016. 127 pages.  
 
 This is essentially a picture book, but it’s an exceptional one. The Jewish Genealogy Society of Long 
Island, New York, has put together an album of photos, but with plenty of story, that narrates the history of 
Jewish settlement in the Nassau and Suffolk Counties of Long Island. What makes this particular book so in-
teresting is the large number of photographs of temple congregations, synagogues, businesses, notable per-
sons and family celebrations with caption biographies, Jewish participation in the world wars, and the sum-
mer pleasures of the Jewish community along the shore. 
 Jewish presence in the area was established in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Peddlers from New York City trickled eastward to sell their wares. Communities were founded as industries 
took hold, such as the watchcase factory in Sag Harbor, the rubber factory in Setauket, and the button facto-
ry in Breslau, now Lindenhurst. A congregation and a cemetery defined early communities, and worship ser-
vices moved from private homes into neighborhood synagogues. 
 The publisher, Arcadia Publishing, is known for its small books of regional histories. The books have 
characteristic brown, sepia-toned covers. I see them in Walgreens all the time, and they are very educational 
and interesting, serving to enlighten the local populace of local history. The books are very well-produced. 
Rhoda Miller and her associates selected a perfect publisher for their work. 
                           (Continued on next page) 

http://tinyurl.com/l5nn6sl
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Book Review: Jewish Community of Long Island (cont.) 
 
 This volume expands knowledge about Jewish history on Long Island, offering previously little-known 
information and adding to the wide scope of publications currently available. 
 Jewish Community of Long Island is available from the publisher, Arcadia Publishing, at http://
bit.ly/2tNtA2r as well as from Amazon at: http://amzn.to/2sNSryQ. 
 
Book Review: German Census Records 1816-1916 
 
German Census Records 1816-1916 
The When, Where, and How of a Valuable Genealogical Resource 
by Roger P. Minert. Family Roots Publishing Co. 2016. 250 pages. 
 
 Apparently, there is no other reference book out there addressing these kinds of records. At least, 
not in this broad, comprehensive form, covering the history of German census-taking and each province 
affected by the census decrees and practices. 
 Mr. Minert spent six months in Germany looking for these records, and his book documents the ex-
istence, or non-existence, of German census records, as well as he could determine given the complex histo-
ries of the provinces. 
 The introduction describes the history of, and reasons for, German censuses. This advanced my own 
familiarity with German records; my ancestors came from Pommern and Silesia, now Polish provinces, but 
formerly German territories, so anything more I learn about German history aids my own Polish research. 
 Indeed, a survey of census records includes the states, duchies, and provinces that were formerly of 
German sovereignty, but are now independent. As well as the current regions of Germany. 
 Separate chapters describe each province, or state. Explanations include the geographic location of 
the state; the status of census enumerations from there (when and where enumerations took place); specific 
instructions to the enumerators; content of these enumerations; accessibility of the records, whether online 
or in repositories; and an image of a representative census, when available. There are thirty-eight chapters 
for thirty-eight states. 
 If your ancestors were from Elsaß-Lothringen (Alsace-Lorraine), then you’re in luck. Lots of census 
records from there, and this chapter tells you where to find them. If your ancestors were from Schlesien 
(Silesia) as mine were, then you and I are out of luck. Silesia is now in Poland, and census records are hard to 
find: so far there are none microfilmed by the Family History Library and none found online. Well, that’s 
good to know, and using his book helped me figure out where to spend my time and where not to. 
 Mr. Minert does offer a thread of hope to the luckless ones: he provides an appendix explaining how 
to write to archives in Poland and France. 
 This is an exceptional work, one of a kind, and requisite in German research. I hope Mr. Minert took 
time to enjoy one or two Berliners while he was overseas. Every one of us who finds an ancestor by referenc-
ing his book should send him one. 
 
German Census Records 1816-1916 - The When, Where, and How of a Valuable Genealogical Resource is 
available from the publisher, Family Roots Publishing Co., at http://bit.ly/2tXz778 as well as from Amazon at 
http://amzn.to/2tOvVul. 
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Brick Wall Search:  

Rosen/Rosetsky Springfield, MA  

and Hartford, CT 

 
 

JGSCT Member Fern Blood submitted the following brick wall help request: 
 
Seeking connection between my Paternal GGGM Mary Rosetsky Greenberg and Dora Rostesky Kaplan.   
 Mary Greenberg (Margola Rosetsky/Rosen Greenberg) b abt 1860 in Zashkov, Russia (now Ukraine)  d 

1937 in Springfield, MA 
 Dora Kaplan (Dobe Rosetsky Kopelusch) b abt 1870 also in Zashkov, Russia (now Ukraine)  d 1948 in 

Hartford, CT 
 
Mary Greenberg: After her husband (Yehoshua/Sheika - Sidney - Greenberg) died “in the old country,” Mary 
arrived in the US in 1910 with her three youngest children, Nathan, Irving, and Frances.  Passage was paid by 
son Charles, then living in Springfield, MA.  Additional children in the US include Ben, Libby, Nellie, Sarah, 
Samuel and Anna.  Mary had two brothers, Samuel & Simon who lived in Chicago, IL. 
 
Dora Kaplan: Dora had a brother Mendel Rosetsky residing in Zashkov when she left Russia in 1911.  Dora 
married Harry Kaplan (? Kopelusch) in Russia.  Their children (born in the old country) include Ethel (married 
Joseph Lane), Sarah (married Joseph Kunik), Nellie (married Charles Greenberg, see below), Herman (married 
Jennie Solomon), Abraham (married Esther Weiss) and Henry.   
 
Mary’s son, Charles, married Dora and Harry’s daughter, Nellie, in 1914 in Hartford, CT.  A cousin, who is a 
descendant of Charles & Nellie, recalls that Dora and Mary were related somehow.  But we’ve not yet been 
able to establish the connection.   
 
To date, I’ve looked at the following information for Mary and Dora: ship manifests, obituaries, census rec-
ords (1920 – 1940), headstones, Registration List of Jews in Tarascha District of Kiev Gubernia 1882/93.  Ac-
cording to their headstones, Mary’s father was Yitzhok; Dora’s father was Chaim Yehudah.  It is possible that 
Yitzhok and Chaim Yehudah were brothers, but I’ve not found documentation or family recollection sup-
porting that theory. 
 
In addition, family lore has it that related Rosetskys also settled in Philadelphia, one of whom had a furniture 
store, though I have yet to discover that link either.  Another question concerns the children of Israel Ro-
setsky (Reva - married to Harry Kaplan’s brother Jacob, Freida - married to Abraham Jacob Greenberg, Ber-
tha - married to Eisenstein, DuBosar and Luckman, and Benjamin - married to Zelda) with Hartford and New 
London connections.   
 
Any suggestions will be greatly appreciated! 
Thank you, 
Fern Greenberg Blood, feblood@comcast.net 
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New Videos from JGSLI 

The Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island (JGSLI), winner of the IAJGS 2015 Outstanding Publication 
Award for its You Tube Channel, is pleased to announce its latest videos. You can access all of the short in-
structional videos directly from their You Tube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCUV8xttIn93AwJX2_I0AIAg/feed. 
 
“6 Ways to Stay Current with Your Genealogical Research” 
We might be in the ‘Golden Age” of genealogical research.  With the digitization and indexing of records, the 
speed of online sharing, the power of crowd-sourcing and the availability of DNA testing for genealogists, 
never before has so much been available to so many.  
 
But with this embarrassment of riches, how can you keep up to date on new databases and material?  This 
video will give you “6 Ways to Stay Current with Your Genealogical Research.” Keep in mind that since 
sources change so frequently, use these tips as a starting point and perform your own online searches for 
specific areas of interest for your research. 
 
"How Using Maps Can Help Your Family Research"   
Maps can be a great way to make sense of place name information from documents you find in your re-
search.  They can also be useful in providing clues to where you might find additional information on your 
family. This video will provide some ideas on how using maps can help your research.  
 

 

 
 

Nolan Altman explains the significance of 
cemeteries in Jewish genealogy during 
our June 2017 program. 

MEMBERS 
What presentation topics are you interested in? What ideas do you have to make 
the JGSCT and QUEST even better? Be on the lookout for a survey in your email 

“inbox” in the near future. The JGSCT Board wants to hear from you!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUV8xttIn93AwJX2_I0AIAg/feed
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUV8xttIn93AwJX2_I0AIAg/feed
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Permission is granted for the quoting, in whole or in part, of any original article included in this issue of 
Quest by the newsletter/journal of any other IAJGS member society, providing acknowledgment of the 
source is given, unless the article is identified as one that is not to be reproduced.  Acknowledgement 
should include the title of the newsletter, the issuing society and its volume number or date of publica-
tion. Additionally, as a courtesy, we request that an email be sent letting us know that a published arti-
cle is being further used. You are invited to submit stories, helpful genealogical hints, and tidbits to 
Deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net 

FROM THE JEWISHGEN DIGEST  
 

JewishGen and Jewish Genealogy Portal 
 
We are pleased to announce that JewishGen.org, the largest resource for Jewish Genealogy in the world, 
has joined together with The Jewish Genealogy Portal, the largest Jewish Genealogy group on Facebook. 
This new venture directly enhances our ability to achieve our vision of connecting Jews throughout the 
world with their relatives, and providing them with the ability to learn about their Jewish family history and 
heritage.   
 
Having an active Facebook presence, https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishGenealogyPortal/ , will 
serve as a companion platform to JewishGen's Discussion Lists.  Facebook will allow for instant communica-
tion to researchers but our traditional Discussion Lists will continue to allow for archiving and searching his-
torical posts. Depending on the post, researchers can use either The Jewish Genealogy Portal, the Jewish-
Gen Discussion Lists or both! 
 
JewishGen continues to engage with new technologies in order to broaden our reach, and help as many 
people as possible. Our new affiliation with The Jewish Genealogy Portal, which currently has more than 
21,000 members and is the most popular Jewish Genealogy group on Facebook, will permit us to engage 
with both current and potential audiences in new and helpful ways. 
 
The Jewish Genealogy Portal is moderated by a team of dedicated volunteers, who are committed to the 
free and open discussion of all topics related to Jewish Genealogy. In the coming weeks, JewishGen news, 
updates and announcements will begin to regularly appear on The Jewish Genealogy Portal (in addition to 
other areas across the JewishGen platform). 
 
Special thanks to Dick Plotz, Robert Fraser, Emily Garber, Dr. Janette Silverman and all of the moderators of 
the various JewishGen Discussion Lists, who continue to devote so much of their time each week on behalf 
of the broader Jewish community. It is primarily because of their efforts that the Discussion Lists continue to 
help thousands of people on a daily basis, facilitating untold numbers of family connections and educational 
experiences about what it means to be part of the Jewish people. Our new reach on Facebook will comple-
ment their efforts in many ways. 
 
We encourage you to join the conversation on The Jewish Genealogy Portal by visiting https://
www.facebook.com/groups/JewishGenealogyPortal/, and look forward to hearing of many success stories. 

mailto:Deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net
http://jewishgen.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishGenealogyPortal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishGenealogyPortal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishGenealogyPortal/


We meet at Temple Sinai: 

 

41 West Hartford Road 

Newington, CT 06111 

Quest:  quest@jgsct.org 

 

General Info:  info@jgsct.org 

JGSCT Board of Directors 

 
President & Webmaster- Doris Loeb Nabel,  

 dorisnabel@me.com 

Vice President – Open until May installation of new board  

Secretary - Monica Talmor, mtalmor@comcast.net  

Treasurer - Lewis Goldfarb, lewg28@att.net  

Membership – Linda Winkleman, justiceofp@netzero.net  

Publicity  and Quest Co-editor– Gail Kalison Reynolds,  

 publicity@jgsct.org  

Quest Co-editor - Deborah Samuel Holman,  

 deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net  

Librarian – Janet Carlson, jkcarlson19@gmail.com 

Members at Large: 

Gail Adler, gailadler@aol.com 

Arthur S. Meyers,  marciarthur@sbcglobal.net 

Marcia Indianer Meyers, marciarthur@sbcglobal.net  

Barney H. Miller, bhm99@cox.net 

Howard Seigel, hmsiegel@optonline.net  

 

WWW.JGSCT.ORG 

The Jewish Genealogical  

Society Of Connecticut 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut  

472 Woodin Street 

Hamden, CT 06514 


