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On April 7, Daniel Horowitz, Chief Genealogist for My Heritage, 
gave an informative presentation on Genealogy Resources in 
Israel From Your Couch.  All attendees learned much about ge-
nealogy resources available in Israel and how to access them. 
Links for some of these resources will be shared  soon. 

 
T H E  J E W I S H  G E N E A L O G I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

As mentioned in the previous issue of QUEST, our former QUEST co-editor 
and Board member, Arthur Meyers, has curated his treasured collection of 
letters written by his father, more than 40 years ago. Adding some 
background of the Jewish people in Czarist Russia, the large-scale emigration 
of many to the U.S., and their life in general in 20th century America, 
supplemented by what we have learned through the years about the 
family’s history, the letters reflect and convey “Nathan’s Journey.”  Arthur is 
sharing his essay with us over the next three issues of QUEST. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Doris Loeb Nabel 

Q: WHY ATTEND A GENEALOGY CONFERENCE? 

 

 

 

 

A: BECAUSE THE EXPERIENCE IS LIFE-CHANGING! 

 
If you wonder why you should attend the upcoming conference, read the review that author David Laskin 
wrote in the Forward after the 2014 conference, “A Report From the Jewish Genealogists’ Summer Camp.” 
www.laskin.iajgs.org 
 
Each day of the conference features a multitude of opportunities. Though some of the terms in this article 
will be unfamiliar to readers who are contemplating attending their first IAJGS Conference, all will become 
clear once you go to the link shown on the ‘postcard’ above. 
 
Attendees often arrive early to see a bit of the city, and to spend time with genealogy friends they met at 
previous conferences.  
 
The program committee received and vetted 400 proposals; on the Program Schedule, https://
www.iajgs2019.org/ you will find 184 presentations beginning on Sunday at 10:15 AM. 
 
Sunday through Wednesday, a special track features workshops for beginners, and participants who would 
like to refresh, or update their skills, as well as suggestions for getting the most out of the conference for first
-timers.  
 
The Program Schedule listings include: 

Presentations (experts from the major online organizations, Internationally noted experts,  
professional genealogists, historians, and archivists)  
Panel Discussions        Resource Room   Exhibit Hall 
Workshops         Mentoring     Translation Volunteers 

  
           (Continued on page 3) 

https://iajgs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9228ea124d5d2b9496f6ba413&id=1b15a80cda&e=201dd3fec6
https://www.iajgs2019.org/
https://www.iajgs2019.org/


P a g e  3  V o l u m e  3 1 ,   N u m b e r  1  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont.) 

Program Schedule listings  (continued) 
11 “Breakfasts with the Experts” 
11 SIG (Special Interest Groups) luncheons , many featuring speakers from the European areas covered 

by the SIGs 
BOFs (Birds of a Feather groups; see below*) 
Evening events:      

Opening Reception  
JewishGen Annual Meeting: Exciting Changes, Features, and Movement 

 The Pamela Weisberger Memorial Lecture 
 Game Show Night (Jewpardy) 
 Gala  
 
 In 2007, I started the Mac/Apple Users BOF. Facilitating the BOF meeting is rewarding. I also started an 

online group for genealogists who use Apple products to enable the worldwide membership to network 
throughout the year. Anyone who has an idea for a group that could be beneficial to genealogists is wel-
come to pursue the goal. 

 
The SHARE Fair and Exhibit Hall open Sunday morning; the latter is available during the week. 
The 2:45 PM Opening Session will include a talk about the “Jews and Rock & Roll.” Keynote Speaker, Daniel 
Goldmark, Director of the Center for Popular Music Studies at Case Western Reserve University, will describe 
how Jews contributed to the evolution of rock and roll.  
 
The Sunday evening reception at the nearby Rock & Roll Hall of Fame will open exclusively for the confer-
ence. IAJGS President, and conference co-chair, Ken Bravo, announced that the event will include “heavy” 
kosher hors-d’oeuvre. 
 
Whether you are a veteran attendee, or a newbie; a beginner, intermediate, or proficient genealogist, you 
will discover that participating in a conference will change you. Cleveland 2019 will be my 13th IAJGS Confer-
ence. Each with its own ‘vibe;’ each offers diverse opportunities. 
 
Immersion in genealogy with individuals who share the same passion, leads to productivity, and reinforces 
the validity and importance of the endeavor. 
 
How networking happens: walk in halls; take elevators; walk to, or sit down at a session; speak with present-
ers between sessions; stop when a passerby asks to look at your badge to see the family surnames and areas 
you are researching, which often leading to new friendships, and/or exchanges of information. All are oppor-
tunities to jump-start, or reinvigorate your genealogy efforts, and maybe even attack a genealogical brick 
wall. In addition, many attendees meet, or find (a) new cousin(s), possibly leading to spontaneous and exten-
sive collaboration. 
 
The result: you will return home with enhanced skills; encouraged, enriched, empowered, energized, and 
eager to progress in your genealogical mission. 

https://iajgs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9228ea124d5d2b9496f6ba413&id=9db82f9226&e=39d0f138ea
https://iajgs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9228ea124d5d2b9496f6ba413&id=9db82f9226&e=39d0f138ea


NATHAN’S JOURNEY 

                                                                                    By Arthur S. Meyers 
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BACKGROUND 
My wife, Marcia Indianer Meyers, has a long and deep awareness of the importance of preserving and 
sharing family history.  In 2018, while downsizing our family history files, she found eleven hand-written 
letters, nearly five decades old, from my father, Nathan, to our family.  He wrote to us while we lived in 
Baltimore and my parents were in North Miami Beach, Florida.  Holding this living history in her hands, and 
knowing that it is rare for such letters to be saved, Marcia recognized their importance for today.  She said:  
“You must write an essay about your father.”   
 
When viewed within the context of Jewish people in Czarist Russia, their emigration to the U.S., and 20th 
century American life, in addition to what we have specifically learned about the family, the writings reflect 
much of our nation’s larger story.  
 
FROM YEMILCHINO 
The journey begins in Yemilchino (modern spelling), a shtetl in the Volynia province of Russia.  The village 
on the Ubort River is west of Kiev.  Several sources reveal what life was like for many Jewish families in that 
time and place.   
 
The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, in the Center for Jewish History in NYC, has many photos and other 
resources.  From 1912 to 1914, S. Ansky, a folklorist, gathered materials and took photographs of Jewish 
daily life in the Volynia province and two adjoining provinces in ethnographic expeditions of the area.  Pho-
tographing the Jewish Nation (2009) captures work, education, and religious and cultural traditions.  While 
Yemilchino was not one of the villages the expedition studied, the images provide an understanding of the 
lives of the Jews of Volynia. 
 
Today, the area is part of northwest Ukraine.  At the time the family lived there, it was in the “Pale of 
Settlement,” the region where most Jews were forced to live under great restrictions.  In the late 19th cen-
tury, the area produced wood products and had much commerce, various mills, and many farms.  In the 
1897 national census, the Jewish population of Yemilchino was 1,049, or 42% of the total.  A 1996 survey 
found that the type of community reflected in the cemetery was Hasidic, a spiritual movement that 
arose during the18th century.   
 
The family came to America on three different ships in 1909, 1911, and 1913.  After they left, a pogrom 
took place in 1918.  The Archives of the American Joint Distribution Committee has an interview of a survi-
vor of the slaughter.  He reported that before the First World War, the townspeople lived in peace.  The 
Christians were mostly peasants and some artisans, and the Jews small traders and a lesser number 
worked as artisans.  
 
           (Continued on page 6) 
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75 Ukrainian telephone directories from 1970 to 
1994  added to the Miriam Weiner Archival Collec-
tion 

Courtesy of the Miriam Weiner Archival Collection, 
with assistance from the Library of Congress, Geneal-
ogy Indexer is delighted to announce that the follow-
ing 75 Ukrainian telephone directories from 1970 to 
1994 are now full-text searchable at genealogyindex-
er.org.  These directories were collected by renowned 
genealogist Miriam Weiner over her decades-long 
pioneering career in Jewish genealogy, donated to 
the Library of Congress in 2016, scanned meticulously 
by the Library of Congress for preservation and 
presentation on their website, and, finally, OCR'd by 
us and added this week to the search en-
gine.  The Library of Congress' European Division also 
obtained the necessary permissions to share this im-
portant material online.  We thank Miriam Weiner, 
the Library of Congress, and the Ukrainian Embassy 
for making this possible. 

The directories cover many towns and districts 
throughout what is today Ukraine, corresponding to 
territory formerly in the historical regions of Galicia, 
Bukovina, Carpathian Ruthenia, and seven gubernias 
of the Russian Empire: Chernigov, Kharkov, Kherson, 
Kiev, Podolia, Poltava, and Volhynia.  There was previ-
ously no post-WWII coverage of most of these loca-
tions and there is very little pre-WWII coverage of 
many of the non-Galician places.  So, there is a great 
potential for researchers to learn new information, 
especially about families separated by the Iron Cur-
tain, and we encourage anyone with roots in Ukraine 
to search these additions (also, if you know Ukrainian 

researchers, please share).  Two easy ways to search: 
change the Regular Sort option below the search box 
to New Matches First or, to restrict a search to only 
the Miriam Weiner Archival Collection, append 
{weiner} to your search term. 

The directories are written in Ukrainian and Russian, 
but you do not need to know any Ukrainian or Rus-
sian to search.  If your search term consists of a single 
word (e.g., a surname), the search results will auto-
matically include Ukrainian and Russian translitera-
tions by default.  To interpret the results, however, 
you might need to understand Ukrainian or Russian, 
or seek assistance from someone who does.  You can 
also enter search terms in Ukrainian or Russian, 
which can be helpful if you use advanced search syn-
tax (e.g., searching for a phrase like a street address, 
or searching for pages on which both a surname and 
village name appear). 

Additions from the Library of Congress 

We are also pleased to add the following Croatian 
directories separately digitized by the Library of Con-
gress.  These are the first additions of post-WWII di-
rectories with Croatian coverage (some pre-WWII di-
rectories with broad European coverage include Croa-
tia).  Please note that the geographic scope of the di-
rectories "Zagreb Telephone District Directory" and 
"Rijeka, Pula, and Surroundings Telephone Directory" 
are much broader than their titles might suggest.  In 
general, if you find matches in these directories, do 
not ignore them because you think your family is not 
from near Zagreb, for example, inspect every match-
ing page to see what are the corresponding towns. 

Quest © is the newsletter of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut (JGSCT). All rights reserved. Per-
mission is granted for the quoting, in whole or in part, of any original article included in this issue of Quest 
by the newsletter/journal of any other IAJGS member society, providing acknowledgment of the source is 
given, unless the article is identified as one that is not to be reproduced.  Acknowledgement should include 
the title of the newsletter, the issuing society and its volume number or date of publication. Additionally, as 
a courtesy, we request that an email be sent letting us know that a published article is being further used. 

http://genealogyindexer.org/
http://genealogyindexer.org/
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COMING TO AMERICA  
In 1790, there were 2,000 Jews in the United States.  Immigration to the new nation continued in the 19th 
century.  Beginning in 1882 and over the next four decades, more than two million Jews entered from Eu-
rope.  This large movement was caused by over-population, oppressive legislation, economic dislocation, 
forced conscription into the army, wretched poverty, and crushing despair.  Their plight was coupled with 
tales of wondrous opportunity in the “Golden Land.”   
 
The key question:  where to move?  For a Russian Hebrew newspaper at the time, there were only two 
possible places:  the Holy Land or the rapidly industrializing United States.  Many chose America as “our 
Zion,” and with so many Yiddish-speaking immigrants in New York City, it became the “Promised City,” cen-
tered on the Lower East Side.   
 
The family came during the peak period of Jewish emigration from Russia.  Their name on the ship mani-
fests, Merkow, is a variation of “Meer,” or “Meyer” in Yiddish, the traditional language of Ashkenazi Jews.  
The original Hebrew form of Meer is derived from a word that means “to give light.”  Yiddish, a Germanic 
language written in Hebrew, developed after they moved into northern and eastern Europe.  For centuries, 
Hebrew was used primarily as a sacred language.  Early in the 20th century, it was revived for everyday use 
in Palestine and then fully in the new nation that became Israel.   
 
The first to come in 1909 were the father, Owsche (Yusie, later changed to Sam), age 36, and the oldest 
daughter, Riwke (later changed to Rebecca), age 16.  They sailed on the Furnessia from Glascow, Scotland, 
on July 3, and arrived in New York on July 13.  He has $15 in cash, and his occupation is listed as laborer.  
She quickly found work in the growing clothing industry, as she had been trained as a seamstress.  The 
manifest notes they are going to the home of Benjamin Stillman, a cousin, at 55 Norfolk Street, in New 
York.    
 
The next family group, in 1911, were the oldest son Berl (later, Benjamin), 16, and Nute (later, Nathan), 10.  
They sailed on the Volturno from Rotterdam, Holland, on August 10, and arrived in New York on August 23.  
They are joining “B. Stillerman,” but this time the address is 53 Norfolk Street. 
 
The final group of family members sailed in 1913 on the Mauretania from Liverpool, England.  Their coming 
to America was made possible through the “chain migration” that is criticized by some today.  Rebecca had 
met Morris Levy, who was also in the garment industry, but she would not marry him until he agreed to 
bring all of the family to the United States.   
 
As a result, the third group left on November 8 and arrived in New York on November 14.  They were the 
mother Rissel (Rose), 41, daughter Chaike (Ada), 16, and sons Jankel (Jacob, later Jack), 11, Chaim (Herman, 
later Hymie), 9, and Osef (Harry), 7.  The Passenger List on the manifest shows they were joining husband 
and father Yusie Merkow at 141 Norfolk.     

                                                                                                                              (Continued on page 7) 
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When immigrants arrived, they had to be met by a family member or friend already in the country.  The 
“Record of Detained Aliens” at the end of this manifest shows the final family group was detained for four 
days until they were picked up.  The reason is Yusie had moved and his address now is 169 Eldridge.  Re-
becca and Morris married in December.  The family was together at last.   
 
IN THE PROMISED CITY 
What was their early life like in New York?  We are fortunate in having general information, as well as some 
specifics.  Today, we can view Norfolk Street on the Internet in photographs of the time at:  https://
mediahistoryny.wordpress.com/norfolk-street/   Rivington Street, a 1982 novel by Meredith Tax, has a viv-
id description of the lives of Jewish immigrants on that busy street, which Norfolk crossed: 
 

... choked sidewalks—six hundred people on every acre of the East Side . . . pushcarts encroached 
upon the sidewalk from the other side, leaving almost no passageway . . .  the cacophony of a thou-
sand bickering voices, yelling of children underfoot, countless peddlers shouting their wares:  pickle 
vendors with their vats . . .  Chicken and geese hung by their necks from poultry carts and fish were 
piled one upon the other, staring upward with glassy eyes.  A man peddled hot ears of corn from a 
vat perched on a baby carriage.  Another sold political pamphlets; a missionary dispensed tracts; a 
vendor of Yiddish sheet music sang free samples . . . fire escapes covered with bedding and 
mattresses, like low-hanging white clouds; clothes hung out to dry between the buildings were 
getting dirty over again from the air. 
 

In addition, Rebecca passed on memories of the family’s early years in the U. S. to her youngest daughter, 
Ruth Frankfurt.  Rebecca witnessed the horrific Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in 1911, as she worked two 
blocks away.  The deaths of the 146 garment workers, with many falling or jumping from upper stories of 
the building, had a great impact on American society and led to factory safety reforms.  Most of the victims 
were young Italian and Jewish immigrants just like her.   
 
THE RECOVERED LETERS 
The eleven found letters were a surprise.  I always thought my father had to begin working soon after arriv-
ing and did not have much formal education.  While such assumptions may be true generally, the letters 
reflect a person who is able to communicate clearly, concisely and thoughtfully, often sharply or humor-
ously, on a wide range of current and past topics.  Nathan gained much of his “real-world” learning on the 
streets and in the workplace, but his spoken and written communication skills were likely developed in a 
more formal setting.  Where might this learning have begun? 
 
Russian Jewish immigrants generally came with a high literacy rate, often with a reading knowledge of He-
brew, Yiddish, and Russian.  The public schools were very busy in the Americanization process for all immi-
grants.  Public libraries were also responding to their learning needs.  Several settlement houses and the 
Educational Alliance provided educational and social services to immigrants.   
            

           (Continued on page 8) 

https://mediahistoryny.wordpress.com/norfolk-street/
https://mediahistoryny.wordpress.com/norfolk-street/
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Other learning took place at well-attended evening lectures, as part of the city school system.  The 500,000 
adult immigrants and workers, who had attended the evening lectures by 1910, learned about American in-
stitutions and democracy.  Harry Golden, who grew up in the area and wrote Only in America, called the edu-
cational possibilities “amazing:  night schools, day schools, before-going-to-work schools, private schools, 
business schools, schools for learning English, and classes in ‘Civics’ (protocol for learning to be a citizen.)”  
Stanley Meyers, the oldest son of Jack, recalls that his father and Nathan went to University Settlement.   
 
Ten of the letters were hand-written in blue ink on good quality paper, likely taken from a writing pad.  The 
11th was written later on orange color paper with a floral design.  All of the letters had been in file folders, for 
the most part acid-free, and stored in a metal file cabinet for 40+ years.  They are fully readable, even those 
that are double-sided.  The spelling is very good and the handwriting is excellent.   
 
Of the first ten, one is undated.  The separate 11th letter also does not have the year, but the content clearly 
sets it in 1973.  The subjects covered in the first ten, combined with the day and month, sometimes provide 
internal clues when they were written, likely 1971-1972.  There are eight separate addressees and all are 
signed by Nathan in various ways, often humorously 
 
For ease in reading, Nathan’s spelling is corrected (but only if necessary), and his words are sometimes para-
phrased, clarified or explained.  I have not corrected contradictory references to his age.  As much as possi-
ble, we hear his voice. 
 
THE LETTERS SPEAK  
Dear Arthur & Marcia also the Young Ladies,                        [Undated] 
 

It’s good hearing from all of you.  Everything is OK with us.  Also received your magazine or whatever 
you call it.  I read the three articles and I think it’s wonderful and this time I mean it.  I’m just wondering 
where they are distributed.  No doubt you are being recognized with such an article now.  It’s too bad that the 
people who give out the Nobel Prizes didn’t hear about it.  Otherwise, you would have heard from them.     

 
Joking aside, I was very happy reading those articles.  I’ll read the rest a few days later.  Now comes 

the baloney – Mother was so happy about those articles that she is giving you her life savings that she saved 
up in the first worst war.  Am also sending you an article from the library that’s near us.  That book that Mar-
cia sent me I already finished it – it was 466 pages. 

 
So best regards from Mother and best regards to Naomi & Ruth. 

[signed, in Hebrew] Nathan Meyers  
           
                                                                                                                                             (Continued on page 10) 
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As you may know, JewishGen is a signature program of the Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial 
to the Holocaust. It is my privilege to share with you the announcement of an important new exhibition that 
will open at the Museum on May 8, 2019. 
 
Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away. offers an unprecedented opportunity to consider Auschwitz and its 
role in Holocaust history, and to explore the personal experiences of Jewish families who lived through this 
dark chapter of history. 
 
You can read more about the exhibition below, and in The New York Times. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the Museum. 
                                                                          Avraham Groll (Director—JewishGen.org)   

 
The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust is honored to present the ground-
breaking exhibition Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away.  

Read the New York Times story here > (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/23/arts/design/auschwitz-
museum-of-jewish-heritage.html ) 

The Auschwitz Exhibition opens on May 8, 2019 to mark the anniversary of Victory in Europe 

Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away.  
 
is the largest exhibition dedicated to the history of Auschwitz and its role in 
the Holocaust ever presented in North America. The exhibition brings to-
gether more than 700 original objects and 400 photographs of Auschwitz, 
from more than 20 institutions and museums around the world.     

https://t.e2ma.net/click/mqa05c/qp0uzd/692aj5
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mqa05c/qp0uzd/m23aj5
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mqa05c/qp0uzd/m23aj5
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mqa05c/qp0uzd/m23aj5
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/23/arts/design/auschwitz-museum-of-jewish-heritage.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/23/arts/design/auschwitz-museum-of-jewish-heritage.html
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mqa05c/qp0uzd/in5aj5
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COMMENTS: 
As this letter is undated, I have placed it first, rather than guess the date. The last reference in the letter is a 
“466-page book.”  In Nathan’s letter of November 1 (below), the author and book are identified. 
 
This letter captures Nathan’s intelligence and comprehension, but also shows that he sees the world 
through a mix of humor and irreverence.  Such an outlook was crucial for survival for many young immi-
grants on their physical and emotional journeys across land, ocean, uncertainty, and the “mean streets” of 
ghettos in their new country.   
 
With ethnic differences between the immigrant groups, crowded tenement living, and street crime, physi-
cal fighting with others was often necessary.  Nathan became a very good wrestler.  An early photo shows 
him in wrestling gear.  He was known as “Little Zybyszko” (a famous wrestler was Stanislaus Zybyszko.)  One 
family story is that Nathan almost made it to the Olympics but was caught smoking.   
 
Other groups preceded the Russian Jews to the area.  The Tenement Museum today provides a living histo-
ry of the various immigrant experiences in two restored buildings, two blocks from Norfolk Street:  https://
tenement.org/ 
 
While learning and information exchanges were taking place through books and articles, Nathan had a 
home library.  After he passed away, I took two of the books on politics and three booklets that showed his 
participation in a fraternal order and a union.  In One World, Wendell L. Willkie, Republican nominee for 
President in 1940, reports on his meetings with Stalin and other leaders.  In Mission to Moscow, Joseph E. 
Davies, the American Ambassador before World War II, tells the story of Russia from the treason trials to 
the Nazi-Soviet war.    
 
The books are good examples of Nathan’s deep interest in current events and history, as well as his open-
mindedness and refusal to be pigeon-holed.  Once, after moving to North Miami Beach, he was walking up 
to the voter registration table.  The official, certain of his registration status, called out “Democrat!”  To 
show his independence, Nathan promptly shouted back “Republican!”, although I doubt he voted that way 
 
Two of the booklets are from the Delfor Lodge of the Knights of Pythias.  This national fraternal order was 
non-sectarian, but the names of the Delfor members show the lodge to be largely (if not wholly) Jewish.  As 
the nation, and specifically the Jewish population, was becoming more secularized, participation in the 
Pythian order was an important element in Nathan’s journey.   

          (Continued on page 11) 
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The 1924-1931 Annual Dinner booklet of the Delfor lodge notes it was formed in 1911 by young men from 
the neighborhood of Delancey and Forsythe Streets on the Lower East Side.  Nathan is listed as one of the 
1924 charter members, and his photo is in the 25th Anniversary Booklet of the lodge in 1949.  Living in the 
Bronx after World War II, I attended the Pythian camp in Glen Spey, NY, and I believe my sister also attended.   
 
Another example of his interests is that our parents sent us to afterschool classes in the nearby Workmen’s 
Circle school in the Bronx.  The purpose of this social and cultural Jewish labor organization was to provide 
members with mutual aid benefits, support labor and socialist movements of the world, and engage in Yid-
dish learning.   
 
As historian Jonathan Sarna has written of the community in general, while living in a Jewish environment, 
Nathan was at home in America – equally American and Jewish.   

 

* * * * * 

Hello You Four Monkees,            August 10 
 Received your letter and write-up [?] and was very happy about it.  That’s stepping with left foot for-
ward in the right direction.  Publicity is what counts – just keep it up and it will bring results. 
 As for ourselves, we are getting along as the Frigidaire is filled up – hoping to hear the same from you 
monkees.  We just got a letter from Joseph [nephew, son of brother Jack] and he will be down for a few days 
at the end of August so we will see Joe and his wife Edie. 
 Now, Arthur & Marcia, I’m sending down some Russian stamps for you and half will be for Rose 
[daughter].  There are 33 stamps.  I don’t know if they are all good so take half and send me back the rest and 
I will give them to Rose.  I suppose you will be able to tell in the library whether they are all good because I 
don’t believe it.  My friend was in Russia and he got them.  Please don’t write anything to Rose as I will give it 
to her in the meantime.   
 All you monkees stay well, and best regards to Marcia’s parents.  And thank you very much for the de-
layed birthday [card] but don’t forget them for the next 10 years. 

[signed, in Hebrew] Nathan and Selma Meyers 
COMMENTS: 
This letter shows the importance of family relationships, near and far, through the years.  The family was car-
rying forward a pattern from Russia that was more typical of Jewish people there than the general popula-
tion.  (For example, as Nathan knew Marcia was a stamp collector, he naturally thought of sending her 
stamps.) 
 
For the first generation in America, the importance of family relations is shown graphically on the very large 
memorial stone the children placed over the grave of their much-loved mother in 1931, in the midst of the 
Great Depression.  Ruth Frankfurt remembers she was very “modern,” with a record player for her Enrico 
Caruso records.   

          (Continued on page 12) 



NATHAN’S JOURNEY (cont. from pg. 11)  
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Some in the second generation recall visits to their grandfather, who did not make a good adjustment to 
America.  On his own, he went early into the local Jewish Home for the Aged.  Ruth recalls he was very reli-
gious and had not learned a vocation in Russia.  
 
Others in the second generation remember fun get-togethers with relatives who moved to Mount Vernon, 
just above the Bronx, or to New Jersey.  Several recall visits to their adored Uncle Benny.  He served in the 
Army in World War I in France.  Although his Honorable Discharge notes his health is “Good,” he was an inva-
lid, possibly from a poison gas attack.  He lived on the first floor of our apartment building in the Bronx, while 
we were on the third floor.  One of my early memories is my father carrying Benny in his arms up to our 
apartment. 
 
In 1947, Nathan’s sister Chaike (Ada) and her husband Isadore Katz moved with their sons Harold and Alfred 
to Miami.  For my Dad’s health, our family followed in 1948. 
 
The continuing importance of family relationships is also shown in Nathan’s telephone calls on holidays and 
trips he took back North, for happy and sad occasions.  In 1964, my folks went to New Jersey for the Bat 
Mitzvah of Rise, the daughter of his youngest brother Harry.  It is shown also by nephew Joseph’s visits to the 
family in Miami.  
 
A prime example of the family staying connected is when Harry linked up with his nephew Harold, son of 
Ada.  They were in the Army during World War II.  Harry was in North Africa and France.  Harold went to 
France with the 39th Regimental Combat Team on June 8, 1944 (D-Day plus 2), and was in the Battle of the 
Bulge. 
 
Despite a break between some family members over a disagreement in their business, the love was carried 
into the next generation through happy family events, visits to older relatives, a family newsletter, and reun-
ions.  The Meyers Mishpoche newsletter was sent to all the relatives and is in the Library of Congress and 
American Jewish Archives. 

* * * * * 

We hope you enjoyed this first installment of “Nathan’s Journey.”  
Part Two of the three-part series will appear in the next issue of QUEST.  
Many thanks to Arthur and Marcia Meyers for sharing this special essay! 

 
Let this serve as two reminders for our readers: 
 
 Be sure your email is current to avoid missing any  JGSCT communica-
tions. Also check your spam folder, as occasionally our emails get directed 
there! 
 YOUR STORY IS IMPORTANT TOO! We would LOVE to have more mem-
bers sharing stories such as Arthur’s. Don’t think you can write? No worries! 
That’s what editors are for!!  This is YOUR newsletter—share your story!! 



 

P a g e  1 3  V o l u m e  3 1 ,   N u m b e r  1  

The Polish State Archives have added more than three million new images to their digital archives. You can 
learn more" in the following link: 

 http://www.moremaiorum.pl/ponad-3-500-000-nowych-skanow-w-szukajwarchiwach-pl-wykaz-
udostepnionych-zespolow-2/?fbclid=IwAR36DVtbjY3eciFgy_nTWkLIi5k_Jg-Ijn840JBRfaph3nkl-CHvJtFmdk8 
Detailed additions per archive are available here: 

https://www.nac.gov.pl/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Aktualizacja-SwA-2019.pdf 

BOOK REVIEW 

Janet Carlson  - JGSCT Librarian 

Shapiro, Dani.  Inheritance:  A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and Love.  Alfred 
Knopf, 2019.     

Dani Shapiro grew up in an Orthodox Jewish family.  Her father was always sad, but her 
childhood memories were all of him.  Her mother was distant.  She always felt like she 
didn’t belong.  She was the only one in her family with blond hair and blue eyes—the 
only one and she didn’t look like any of them. 

Quite by accident her mother had a slip-of-the-tongue and told her that she was conceived in Philadelphia.  
Dani found out her parents had fertility problems and went to the Farris Institute in Philadelphia, near the 
University of Pennsylvania where it was known that they mixed the father’s sperm with donor sperm.  Dani 
was not sure if either of her parents knew.   

In her fifties, Dani had her DNA tested through Ancestry and found out that her father was not her biological 
parent and that she had a new first cousin.  Her whole world was rocked by this.  Working with her husband, 
they called an amateur genealogist friend and within the hour using a combination of Ancestry, Facebook 
and Google they found her biological father, a retired doctor who graduated from the University of Pennsyl-
vania. 

The rest of the book is spent with Dani communicating with her new family but still searching for her place in 
the world. 

This is a well-written introspective picture of the author’s thoughts and experiences. 

NEWS FROM JRI - POLAND DIGEST 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

 

Bernard Kosto: His countries of origin are Syria, Lebanon, and Turkey.  Surnames of in-
terest are KOSTO, COSTO, and KOSTRYKA. 
 
 

Tara Rothman lists her countries of origin as Lithuania, Latvia, Russia (Odessa), Moldavia (Bessarabia) and 
Romania.  Family surnames are BLIEDEN, ABRAMOWITZ, WOLFSON, SCHOCKET, KESSLER, WOSNITZER, 
CHARRIPER, LABER, FELDMAN, STERN, and STEIN.    

http://www.moremaiorum.pl/ponad-3-500-000-nowych-skanow-w-szukajwarchiwach-pl-wykaz-udostepnionych-zespolow-2/?fbclid=IwAR36DVtbjY3eciFgy_nTWkLIi5k_Jg-Ijn840JBRfaph3nkl-CHvJtFmdk8
http://www.moremaiorum.pl/ponad-3-500-000-nowych-skanow-w-szukajwarchiwach-pl-wykaz-udostepnionych-zespolow-2/?fbclid=IwAR36DVtbjY3eciFgy_nTWkLIi5k_Jg-Ijn840JBRfaph3nkl-CHvJtFmdk8
https://www.nac.gov.pl/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Aktualizacja-SwA-2019.pdf


MORE FROM GENEALOGYINDEXER.ORG 
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Yizkor book news 

Thanks to cooperation from the New York Public Li-
brary's Dorot Jewish Division, links to Yizkor book 
scans from our search results, recently broken, are 
now largely working again.  The breaks occurred due 
to changes in the New York Public Library's online 
presentation of the Yizkor books (which remained 
remarkably stable for 10 years).  Working with the 
Dorot Jewish Division, we were able to fix the links 
and point them, in most cases, to higher-resolution 
scans from the Yiddish Book Center.  The higher-
resolution images are great for printing and, as you 
might have guessed, for OCRing!  We plan to soon 
resume OCRing Yizkor books in large quantities, using 
these higher-resolution images to yield more accu-
rate results, which was a dream for a long time.  We 
will start with the Yizkor books we have never OCR'd, 
then re-OCR the 300+ we previously OCR'd with the 
lower-resolution scans.  (Actually, we did re-OCR a 
few already, for Bessarabia, Bialystok, Bobruisk, Des, 
Lithuania, and Mosty-Wielkie.) 

When searching Yizkor books on our site, you might 
temporarily see a notice about some links potentially 
being off by one or a few pages -- this probably only 
occurs in about 5% of books and will be fixed when 
we re-OCR them, but, in the meantime, when you 
click on a link in a search result and are taken to a yiz-
kor book scan, keep in mind that you might have to 
page forward or backward a little to find the match. 

Also remember that when you search Yizkor books 
with Latin-letter search terms, you probably want to 
change the default transliteration option from Add 
Latin → Cyrillic to Add Latin → Cyrillic + Hebrew in 
order to find matches in Hebrew or Yiddish (click 
More Options below the search box to do this).  Or, 
you can enter Hebrew or Yiddish search terms.  There 
are some reminders about this, in case you forget, 
and I plan (eventually...) to change the reminder sys-
tem so it will be obvious whether there are Hebrew 
or Yiddish matches you should explore (without over-

whelming the search results when those matches 
aren't likely to be relevant, which is the case for many 
users and searches). 

By the way, the Dorot Jewish Division has a great new 
guide to their yizkor book collection, which you might 
also want to check out, especially if you are interest-
ed in a yizkor book we have not yet OCR'd: https://
libguides.nypl.org/yizkorbooks.  Thanks again to their 
cooperation, there are now search boxes on their site 
that enable visitors to search the yizkor books we 
have OCR'd, which will hopefully help researchers 
who are not genealogists and have not heard of Ge-
nealogy Indexer. 

Social media campaign for photos, stories of pre-
Holocaust family property #MyPropertyStory 

The World Jewish Restitution Organization 
(wjro.org.il) just launched a social media campaign 
running until Yom HaShoah (May 2) called 
#MyPropertyStory that asks Holocaust survivors or 
their families to post photos, statements, or video 
about their family property before the Holocaust us-
ing the hashtag #MyPropertyStory and the 
tag @WJRORestitution.  Or, if they do not use social 
media but want to participate, they can email the in-
formation to mypropertystory@wjro.org.il.  At the 
end of the campaign, WJRO will share some of the 
stories on its website.  The goal is to "raise awareness 
about the need to address the restitution of Jewish 
private and communal property seized during the 
Holocaust."  You can find more details at  

https://wjro.org.il/mypropertystory and see exam-
ples on WJRO's social media accounts:  

https://www.facebook.com/JRORestitution/,  

https://twitter.com/WJRORestitution/,  

https://www.instagram.com/WJRORestitution/, and  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UClQabzGEkDgR2WoUoptE6xQ.  Please share with 
anyone who might have a story to tell. 

https://libguides.nypl.org/yizkorbooks
https://libguides.nypl.org/yizkorbooks
http://wjro.org.il/
mailto:mypropertystory@wjro.org.il
https://wjro.org.il/mypropertystory
https://www.facebook.com/WJRORestitution/
https://twitter.com/WJRORestitution/
https://www.instagram.com/WJRORestitution/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClQabzGEkDgR2WoUoptE6xQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClQabzGEkDgR2WoUoptE6xQ
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Jan Meisels Allen provided this summary of  the new 
DNA technologies at My Heritage in a recent IAJGS 
Leadership Digest. 

The MyHeritage new technology, Theory of Family 
Relativity takes family trees from both MyHeritage 
and the World Family Tree on Geni , and the single 
family tree of FamilySearch (under license to MyHer-
itage) 10 billion historical records, other databases 
and DNA tests on their site to help explain DNA con-
nections. Their Theory of Family Relativity is based on 
a big data graph connecting billions of data points 
from the thousands of databases on MyHeritage. The 
connections between people and records are estab-
lished by MyHeritage's  matching technologies. This 
new technology constructs the most plausible theo-
ries explaining how pairs of people linked by a DNA 
Match on MyHeritage are related, using family trees 
and historical records. 
  
To use this new technology one must have a DNA test 
on MyHeritage. The Theory of Family Relativity™ fea-
ture is included for free with subscriptions on MyHer-
itage. Individuals who upload their raw DNA data 
from other testing services to MyHeritage who do not 
have a subscription can pay a one-time fee of $29 per 
DNA kit to unlock the Theory of Family Relativity™ 
and the full range of advanced DNA features offered 
by MyHeritage. 
  
Url: 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-
the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-
changer/ 
  
A second new technology by MyHeritage is 
"AutoClusters" . It groups together DNA Matches 
that likely descend from common ancestors in a visu-
al chart. AutoClusters organizes your MyHeritage 
DNA Matches into shared match clusters that likely 

descended from common ancestors. By reviewing 
family trees of clustered matches, users can piece to-
gether the entire branch. Clusters are color-coded for 
convenience and are presented in a visual chart, as 
well as in list format. Each of the colored cells in a 
cluster represents an intersection between two of 
your matches, meaning that both individuals match 
each other (in addition to matching you). 
 To read more about AutoClusters see the MyHerit-
age blog at: 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-
autoclusters-for-dna-matches/ 
  

Romanian Prime Minister Announces Law Guaran-
teeing Access to State Archives for Federation of 
Jewish Communities of Romania and More  

Romanian Prime Minister Vioric Danicila spoke at the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) Poli-
cy Conference on March 24. In his speech he made 
several promises of importance: 
The President of the Chamber of Deputies of the Par-
liament of Romania, Mr.Liviu Dragnea, will promote 
in the next parliamentary term, three important 
laws for the Jewish community. 
• Granting of Romanian citizenship to all Jews of 

Romanian descent who were forced to renounce 
Romanian citizenship when they left their country 
under the communist regime. 

• Granting special compensations and pensions for 
the Holocaust Survivors in Romania as a sign of 
respect and acknowledgment of the suffering of 
these heroes. 

• A law guaranteeing access to the state archives 
for specialists from the Federation of Jewish Com-
munities in Romania in order to know the truth 
about their past during the two world wars. 

To read his comments see: 
http://www.policyconference.org/article/
transcripts/2019/dancila.asp 
 
Thank you to Philip Trauring, President, IGRA for in-
forming us of these proposed laws. 

https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-autoclusters-for-dna-matches/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-autoclusters-for-dna-matches/
http://www.policyconference.org/article/transcripts/2019/dancila.asp
http://www.policyconference.org/article/transcripts/2019/dancila.asp
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New Tool For New York City (Manhattan) Naturaliza-
tion Records 
 
FamilySearch appears to have  recently completed 
and turned on an index for the New York County Nat-
uralization records.  They also have the images and 
now you can find them with a name search. New York 
County is specifically the naturalizations done in Man-
hattan at the State level court.  
 
In New York City there were State courts in each bor-
ough as well as two Federal courts where anyone 
could naturalize.  There was no specific residency re-
quirement so they could go to which ever court was 
most accessible.  In the Federal court the Southern 
District was in Manhattan and the Eastern District 
was in Brooklyn.   
 
There are a variety of indexes for New York City natu-
ralizations including Ancestry, FamilySearch, Fold3 
and the Italian/German gen groups.  All of these 
might help you search out which court you need to 
be focused on. 
 
This new database is very helpful because it has both 
a name index and it links to the images where as An-
cestry only has an index for New York County. 
 
Thank you to  Allan Jordan for sharing this  infor-
mation.  NOTE: You will need a free FamilySearch ac-
count to access these records. See:  https://
www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1999177 
 
Using Public Libraries To Access Subscription Sites 
Jan Meisels Allen recently shared this tip: 

As you may know from my postings I love "free" ac-
cess to subscription sites. Many public libraries have 
library edition subscriptions to many of the subscrip-
tions genealogists love to use: Ancestry, MyHeritage, 

FindmyPast and more. Another subscription database 
is now becoming available in selected 
public libraries, jewishdata.com . 
 
I know that their database is available to those with 
library cards at the following public libraries:  Los An-
geles (City) Public Library; Morristown NJ, Library of 
Congress, Milwaukee WI, Mequon WI, Center for 
Jewish History in NYC .  
 
Editor’s Note: We realize not everyone has access to 
a library with this database. We are sharing the infor-
mation as a reminder to  check your public library for 
FREE genealogy resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Check your SPAM folders to ensure 
you receive all emailed  

communications from JGSCT! 

NEW TOOLS FOR YOU TO USE! 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1999177
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1999177
http://jewishdata.com/
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THE JCR-UK SIG  

(Special Interest Group) 

The General Register Office Makes PDF Experiment 
Permanent  
 
As previously reported the General Register Office 
(GRO) has been extending their historical birth (1837-
1918) and death records (1837-1957) PDF trial. Ac-
cording to an announcement in the Society of Geneal-
ogists latest newsletter, the GRO PDF pilot program 
has been made permanent as of 16 February 2019. 
 
As reported in the IAJGS Records Access Alert on 30 
January 2019 the GRO raised its price of birth, mar-
riage and death records and PDF versions as of 16 
February 2019.  PDF versions increased from £6.00 to 
£7.00 and paper copies increase from £9.25 to 
£11.00. This is for certificates in England and Wales. 
 
Additional charges will be applied if you do not order 
certificates online or do not include a GRO index ref-
erence (where available). Multilingual forms are now 
available with applications for certificates "(or sepa-
rately with a certificate of no impediment) if needed 
for use in EU Countries. 
 
More details about the GRO service, including pricing 
and ordering of certificates can be found at: 
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/
most_customers_want_to_know.asp 
 

The Society of Genealogists Newsletter- March 2019 
may be found at: 
http://www.sog.org.uk/uploads/Newsletters/
SoG_monthly_newsletter_Mar_2019.pdf 
See page 9 for this announcement. 
 
History 
 
In 2016 the GRO started a three-part pilot program 
for ordering records as a pdf. The first phase was a 
short trial and limited the number of pdf certificates 
overall. It then extended the pdf program until July 

2018. It was then extended with no cut-off date 
listed, until this notice about the experiment being 
made permanent.. 
 
Thank you to Mark Nicholls, member, IAJGS Public 
Records Access Monitoring 
Committee for sharing the information. 
 
THE GALICIA DIGEST 

"Forgotten Galicia - Remnants of the Past Found in 
Lviv, Galicia & the Former Austrian Empire" website  
 
Member Betty Stroop Mas shared the following: 
 
Just discovered this fascinating website "blog" in Eng-
lish and Ukrainian languages: 
 
Forgotten Galicia - Remnants of the Past Found in 
Lviv, Galicia & the 
Former Austrian Empire 
< http://forgottengalicia.com/ > 
Historical Maps of Galicia (1775-1918) 
< http://forgottengalicia.com/historical-maps-of-
galicia-1775-1918/ > 
 
The blog creator, born and raised in Chicago, re-
turned to her ancestral homeland and now resides in 
Lviv, Ukraine. 
 
Main categories include: 
 
- Physical traces of the past found in the urban land-
scape, architecture, infrastructure 
 
- Intangible traces of the past found in the cultural 
realm--language, music, cuisine 
 
- Historical information, finds, and locations concern-
ing Galicia's different nationalities, famous figures, 
movements, and institutions, as well as personal ex-
periences and discoveries while researching ances-
tors who lived in the region and the context of their 
lives 

NEWS FROM JEWISHGEN SIG GROUPS 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/most_customers_want_to_know.asp
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/most_customers_want_to_know.asp
http://www.sog.org.uk/uploads/Newsletters/SoG_monthly_newsletter_Mar_2019.pdf
http://www.sog.org.uk/uploads/Newsletters/SoG_monthly_newsletter_Mar_2019.pdf
http://forgottengalicia.com/
http://forgottengalicia.com/historical-maps-of-galicia-1775-1918/
http://forgottengalicia.com/historical-maps-of-galicia-1775-1918/
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Thank you to Jan Meisels Allen for sharing this infor-
mation. 
 
IAJGS was invited to participate in an invitation-only 
conference call with Ancestry staff and other genea-
logical reporters where they introduced two im-
proved features:  new member profile and new mes-
senger.  While both are in Beta they are 100 percent 
available to users. 
 
New Profile 
 
As with the "old" profile to access it go where it says 
account (upper right) and on the drop box click on 
profile. Under your name is a green BETA sign.  If it is 
gray  then it is off, and switch it to on. Make certain it 
is on. On the same "ribbon" it will say "You're viewing 
the new profile". On the left it will say "personal pro-
file". 
 
Similar to the "old" profile it will have your name, lo-
cation, websites, language(s) spoken, research inter-
ests. There is a place for a photo. Ancestry has re-
searched and found any photo and location filled 
in  will result in an increase three-fold your respons-
es. It can be a photo of you, your pet or anything, as 
long as there is a photo there the response rate is 
higher. Crista Cowen , the Barefoot Genealogist, uses 
a photo of her feet! 
 
On the new profile are also your DNA estimates along 
with matches. These only appear in on your private 
profile not your public profile.  Displaying the name of 
private searchable trees, people, records one still has 
to grant permission for others to access this on your 
profile. There is also the opportunity to add a link to a 
personal website that you would like to share 
with others-see the paper clip just below it lists the 
date you have been an Ancestry member. 
 

On your public tree the personal profile is on 
the  upper left.  The public profile does not contain 
your ethnicity estimates. However, if  you want 
your ethnicity matches on your public profile you can 
chose everyone on Ancestry or only you on your per-
sonal profile.  The public profile has your photograph, 
name, location, since you were a member, the last 
time you logged in, the language(s) you speak, and 
your research interests. If you have a family tree up-
loaded it will also display your family tree if you 
have designated it as a public tree. 
 
For privacy concerns "new DNA Matches" cannot be 
shown to anyone. 
 
Messaging 
 
For those of us who have been wondering if someone 
actually received our emails through Ancestry this is a 
big improvement. This has been rolled out as a Beta 
and not all subscribers and guests will get it immedi-
ately-but will in a short period of time. Worldwide it 
will be available by June. What is a big positive is that 
it is in real time! This will tell us if our messages were 
read and more. 
 
We were advised that the "folders' capability will not 
be migrated over and there was some discussion 
among the invited guests about this. Whether Ances-
try will reconsider this at a later date was not dis-
cussed. 
 
Another enhancement is one can send attachments 
or copy a link in the new messaging system. 
 
One can search the body and content of the message. 
 
At the time of writing this posting there is nothing on 
the Ancestry website about these new changes. 
Watch for them I am certain they will be forthcoming. 

ANCESTRY ANNOUNCES  

TWO IMPROVED FEATURES 
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News from the ITS 

The International Tracing Service (ITS) uncovered a 
card index of photographs of survivors from the for-
mer Dachau concentration camp of about 2,000 pho-
tographs dating from the first year following the war. 
The card file had gone unnoticed for decades. It was 
created for those Nazi victims who needed certifi-
cates of their being imprisoned to receive support 
from relief organizations. The survivors had to pro-
vide two photographs of themselves, one for the files 
and one to be attached to the certificate. The docu-
ments have been indexed and digitized so that they 
are searchable by name or birthdate.  This new find 
will go online in the Spring of 2019.  To read more 
see: https://tinyurl.com/ybgukrj6 
Original url: 
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/
news/details/news/detail/News/faces-of-survivors/ 
  
Name Change 
ITS announced as of April 2019 it will instead be 
called the Arolsen Archives-International Center on 
Nazi Persecution.  The new name points to the ar-
chives new goals. While knowledge about the Holo-
caust and Nazi dictatorship are disappearing, there is 
a worldwide spread of right-wing ideologies. The new 
name and new image  will address the public with 
projects, exhibitions, and education on the conse-
quences of anti-Semitism, discrimination and racism. 
The Arolsen Archives will also publish the collection 
of documents from concentration camps and ghettos 
in its online archive. 
  
The ITS was formed by the Allies following World War 
ll. 
  
To read more see: https://tinyurl.com/y7y8eb2m 
Original url: 
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/
news/details/news/detail/News/its-changing-name-
to-arolsen-archives/ 

Harvard Library Immigration to the United States 
 
Harvard Library has a collection on voluntary immi-
gration to the United States 1789-1930. This period 
covers from the signing of the US Constitution to the 
start of the Great Depression.  The digital collection 
of historical documents emanates from Harvard's li-
braries, archives and museums. The collection in-
cludes over 400,000 pages from 2,200 books, pam-
phlets and serials; 7,800 photographs and over 9,600 
pages from manuscript and archival collections. You 
can view the articles directly. 
  
To access the collection go to: https://tinyurl.com/
y3zcpprj 
Original url: 
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/immigration-to-the-
united-states-1789-1930?utm_source=library.harvard 
  
By placing the word "Jewish" in the search field there 
were many hits, including correspondence, a list of 
old Jewish cemeteries in South Carolina, reports from 
United Hebrew Charities of New York City, Jewish mu-
sicians, evidence of pogroms in Poland and Ukraine, 
Jewish Immigration to the United States from 1881 to 
1910 and many more. 
  
Please read the terms of use abut copyright and pub-
lic domain content before using any of the materials. 

FROM THE IAJGS  LEADERSHIP DIGEST  

 

Did you know that the  
Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Connecticut  
is a 501(3)c organization?   

Donations are always appreciated 
and are tax-deductible! 

https://tinyurl.com/ybgukrj6
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/faces-of-survivors/
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/faces-of-survivors/
https://tinyurl.com/y7y8eb2m
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/its-changing-name-to-arolsen-archives/
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/its-changing-name-to-arolsen-archives/
https://www.its-arolsen.org/nc/en/latest-news/news/details/news/detail/News/its-changing-name-to-arolsen-archives/
https://tinyurl.com/y3zcpprj
https://tinyurl.com/y3zcpprj
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/immigration-to-the-united-states-1789-1930?utm_source=library.harvard
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/immigration-to-the-united-states-1789-1930?utm_source=library.harvard
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Two Websites on Jewish History, History and Online 
     Resources  

 

 

 

Safe Haven 
The Danish Jewish Museum has an online exhibit, 
Safe Haven, which went on the Internet the end of 
2018. It is a searchable database of the Jews who fled 
from Denmark's Zealand coast to Sweden in 1943 and 
later.  The Swedish authorities interviewed every per-
son and there are copies from the  Stockholm Stad-
sarkievet of the protocols in the database. The infor-
mation provides an insight to the individuals' experi-
ences during their flight to Sweden. It contains over 
6,000 protocols but is not complete. The Swedish ar-
chives has more information. The people were de-
fined as "Jewish" by the Nazi racial definitions. There 
are non-Jews included who were spouses of Jews. 
Children usually appear in their parents' protocols. 
 
To access the database go to: https://safe-haven.dk/
en/  It is both in Danish and English. Fill in the form 
with the name of the person  you are researching. 
Other information are  the departure and arrival 
dates, ports of departure and arrival and year of 
birth. 
  
Klik and  Find 
  
Klik and Find is an interactive map which marks syna-
gogues, Jewish cemeteries and people. This includes 
110 individuals and families charting their history and 
movements.  Click on the  pins that appear when you 
click on synagogue, cemetery or people. This site is 
only in Danish. When you click on a pin you get the 
history behind that pin. There is also a search option 
by clicking on the  magnifying glass next 
to  "Sog".  Vejledning means instructions. Use Google 
translate https://translate.google.com or another 

translation service to help you. Go to: http://
jewmus.dk/klik-og-find/google-kort/ 
  
Jewish Heritage Europe has an article on these two 
exhibits and a list with links of synagogues and Jewish 
cemeteries contained in Klik and Find. See: https://
jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2019/04/14/denmark-
interactive-online-resources/ 

 

Partnership between the JDC Archives and the ITS 

The JDC Archives (American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee)has entered into a partnership with the 
International Tracing Service (ITS). The agreement 
enables the JDC Archives to complement in a digital 
environment wartime records which will assist in 
search efforts for missing relatives. The first group of 
digital files are the 30,000 Emigration Service Cards 
from the Paris Office of the JDC. The information will 
be indexed and added to the JDCs Names Index, 
which currently has over 100,000 cards from other 
JDC offices. 
 
To read more about this and see an example of how 
records from the ITS and JDC complement and help 
fulfill information see: https://archives.jdc.org/jdc-
archives-enters-new-partnership-with-international-
tracing-service/ 
  
The Names Index can be searched at: http://
names.jdc.org/ and currently has over 500,000 from 
their historic documents and client lists. 

More FROM THE IAJGS LEADERSHIP DIGEST  
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 Yale University’s Fortunoff Video Archive for Holo-
caust Testimonies 

Yale University's Fortunoff Video archive for Holo-
caust Testimonies collects raw survivor testimonies 
for the past 40 years. The archive houses over 4,400 
testimonies in about 20 languages amounting to over 
12,000 hours of recorded materials.  They can be 
watched in 37 partner locations worldwide.  A list of 
partner locations may be found at: 
https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/partner-
locations/.   
 
One has to search for a testimony and then request it 
to view. Directions to search the archive may be 
viewed at: https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/
search/ 
   
As there are several documents on the video, not all 
will suit your taste.  Go to: 
  
To read more see: https://tinyurl.com/y4spbc7q 
Original url: 
http://www.shorelinetimes.com/news/fortunoff-
archive-readies-events-marking-years-of-saving-
holocaust-survivors/article_3626e8d4-5aec-55d6-
a335-39a5a02589b8.html 

Wiener Library For the Study of the Nazi Era and the 
Holocaust Launches Wiener TAU Online Archive  
 
The Wiener Library for the Study of the Nazi Era and 
the Holocaust, located at Tel Aviv University, 
launched the "Wiener TAU Online Archive", which is a 
digitization project that gives worldwide free access 
to thousands of documents in the library's archive. 
 
The collection was done by Dr. Alfred Wiener during 
and after war and the Holocaust. Documents may be 
searched from any computer worldwide. Some of the 
documents include official records from concentra-
tion camps, Jewish agencies and societies before and 
during the War, letters that illuminate the state of 
Jews in occupied Europe, post war documentation on 
the state of Jewish refugees and Jewish communities, 
and more.  To read more see: 
https://en-cenlib.tau.ac.il/Wiener/
Online_Wiener_Archive 
 
Thank you to Rose Feldman, IGRA, for sharing the in-
formation with us. 

MORE FROM THE IAJGS LEADERSHIP DIGEST  

 

GENTLE REMINDER: There are still a number of books 
missing from our JGSCT Library. If you have any of 
these books, please return them.  No Questions 
Asked!! 

 
• Jewish Pioneers and Patriots by Lee M. Friedman  
• Salute to Romanian Jews in America and Canada 

1870-2010 by Vladimir F. Werstman  
• Erased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia in 

Ukraine by Omar Bartov  

• Galitzianers: Jews of Galicia 1772-1918 by Su-
zanne Wynne  

• History of the Jews in Poland and Russia by Simon 
Dubnow  

• To Dwell in Safety: Jewish Migration since 1800 by 
Mark Wischnitzer  

• Sephardic Genealogy by Jeff Malka  
• History of Jewish Connecticut by Betty N. Hoffman  
• Remembering the Old Neighborhood--Stories from 

Hartford's North End edited by Joan Walden  
• Jews of the United States, 1790-1840; a Documen-

tary History v.2  
• History of the Synagogue Greater Hartford  

https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/partner-locations/
https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/partner-locations/
https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/search/
https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/archive/search/
https://tinyurl.com/y4spbc7q
http://www.shorelinetimes.com/news/fortunoff-archive-readies-events-marking-years-of-saving-holocaust-survivors/article_3626e8d4-5aec-55d6-a335-39a5a02589b8.html
http://www.shorelinetimes.com/news/fortunoff-archive-readies-events-marking-years-of-saving-holocaust-survivors/article_3626e8d4-5aec-55d6-a335-39a5a02589b8.html
http://www.shorelinetimes.com/news/fortunoff-archive-readies-events-marking-years-of-saving-holocaust-survivors/article_3626e8d4-5aec-55d6-a335-39a5a02589b8.html
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https://en-cenlib.tau.ac.il/Wiener/Online_Wiener_Archive
https://en-cenlib.tau.ac.il/Wiener/Online_Wiener_Archive


We meet at Temple Sinai: 

 

41 West Hartford Road 

Newington, CT 06111 

Quest:  quest@jgsct.org 

 

General Info:  info@jgsct.org 

JGSCT Board of Directors 

 
President & Webmaster- Doris Loeb Nabel: 

                              dorisnabel@me.com 

Vice President – Howard Siegel: hmsiegel@optonline.net  

Secretary - Monica Talmor: mtalmor@comcast.net  

Treasurer - Lewis Goldfarb: lewg28@att.net  

Membership – Linda Winkleman: justiceofp@netzero.net  

Publicity  and Quest Co-editor– Gail Kalison Reynolds:  

                                        publicity@jgsct.org  

Quest Co-editor - Deborah Samuel Holman: 

                 deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net  

Librarian – Janet Carlson: jkcarlson19@gmail.com 

 

Members at Large: 

Gail Adler: gailadler@aol.com 

Arthur S. Meyers: mindianer1939@gmail.com 

Marcia Indianer Meyers: mindianer1939@gmail.com 

Barney H. Miller: bhm99@cox.net 
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