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The Elusive
Becky Miller
by Lew Goldfarb

As new co-editors, we are working towards a more regular
publication schedule. We welcome any feedback and suggestions you may have.
-Gail Kalison Reynolds and Deb Samuel Holman
PLEASE SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS SO WE CAN SEND YOU QUEST ELECTRONICALLY!
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The Declaration affirms America’s long history of open public records,
which has been threatened the last few years over concerns about identity
theft and privacy. Genealogists are encouraged to read and sign the Declaration at http://bit.ly/gen-declaration. It will be a help make legislators
aware of the significant size of the genealogy audience in the United States
and that their needs should be considered.
More information about this in the President’s Message (p. 2-3)

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
NEXT MEETING!!

DEC 19, 2014

All programs held at

NOV 16, 2014

Robert Parker, Living in
Germany during WWII

Godfrey Memorial Library

Report on IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake City and
assisted research

134 Newfield Street,
Middletown, CT 06457
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Doris Loeb Nabel

Have You Signed the Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights?
We need only look back on the problems that have occurred nationally to realize that the Genealogists’ Bill
of Rights is timely and important.
Given the efforts across the United States to impede access to records important to genealogists due to concern about identity theft and privacy, the situation became personal during the last Connecticut legislative
session.
My President’s Message in the Second Quarter 2014 Quest focused on Senate Bill 414, AN ACT CONCERNING
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH'S RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING GENEALOGISTS' ACCESS TO VITAL RECORDS.
Genealogy organizations throughout Connecticut joined forces to advocate against this bill. Due to these
efforts, the bill did not make it out of committee to the floor of the state Senate and House. Following the
collaboration, participants formed a coalition that will network in the event legislation is proposed again in
upcoming sessions.
We are grateful for the excellent September 30, 2014 Hartford Courant EDITORIAL, “Genealogists Shouldn't
Need Town Hall Appointments” which appeared prominently on the OPINION page. The piece emphasized
that legislators should not single out genealogists by requiring them to make appointments with vital records
offices. It strongly stated that if such legislation is submitted during the next session, it, too, should not progress.
Jan Meisels Allen, Chairperson of the eight-member IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee,
PRAMC, reported on the committees’ work at the July IAJGS Annual Conference in Salt Lake City. She regularly sends PRAMC updates to JGSs, as well as alerts, when a need for advocacy exists.
Due to legislation and policies implemented in other states, and concern that efforts to mandate further limitations will continue to arise, the Records Preservation & Access Committee, RPAC, collaborated to address
the issue. This joint committee has three supporting/managing members: the Federation of Genealogical Societies, the National Genealogical Society, and the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies.
Jan Allen and Ken Ryesky represent IAJGS on RPAC.
The boards of the three sponsoring members of RPAC unanimously approved the resulting document, the
Genealogists’ Declaration of Rights. These member societies continue to alert their members to the importance of signing the Declaration.
Everyone interested in genealogy needs access to open federal, state, and local public records: vital records
(births, marriages, deaths, divorces); land conveyances and mortgages; tax assessments; guardianships; probate of estates; criminal proceedings; suits of law and equity; immigration; military service and pensions. Access to vital records does not cause identity theft; hackers do. (continued on page 3)
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(Cont. from pg. 2)

In her October 6 IAJGS Leadership Forum e-mail blast, Jan Allen wrote, “We must obtain at least 10,000
signatures to show the elected officials that we are serious.”
Join the community of genealogists who have already signed this important document; advocate on
behalf of your needs, and those of all genealogists.

Go to http://bit.ly/gen-declaration to complete the very short form on the secure site.

NOTES from Nu?
What’s New?

D E T R O I T J E W I S H
N E W S O N L I N E

E-zine of Jewish Genealogy From Avotaynu
(http://www.avotaynu.com/nu.htm)
Gary Mokotoff, Editor
From the September 7, 2014 Issue:
China Creates Memorial to “Shanghai Jews”
During the 1930s and 1940 many Jews, mostly from Germany
and Austria, fled to Shanghai, China, to escape persecution by
the Nazi government. Now, a wall of names of Jewish refugees
in Shanghai has been erected in the city. It identifies by name
13,732 Jews and stands on the site of a synagogue-turnedmuseum in the neighborhood where many Europeans lived.
The wall includes a relief of six people meant to represent the
estimated six million Jews killed in the Holocaust. A Wall Street
Journal article about the wall is at http://blogs.wsj.com/
chinarealtime/2014/09/04/ shanghai-wall-pays-tribute-tojewish-refugees-of-wwii.

From former Quest editor Marcia Meyers:
https://www.djnfoundation.org

This site very new is of the Detroit Jewish News - it
is free and excellent.
I gave it to Lew Goldfarb… immediately he found his
person - he was so excited. (Lew Goldfarb is Treasurer of JGSCT. Read the story of his discovery in this
issue.) The Detroit Jewish News began in 1942 and
is up to the present. Excellent site - and that is not
because it has various articles about me. ”

Yes!! We are on Facebook!

Genealogy Getting More
TV Air Time
“Finding Your Roots” with Dr. Henry GATES – PBS
- Series began on September 23
“Roots: Our Journeys Home” – CNN
- Series began October 12

Visit our page often for updated news
and information.
Search using: JGSCT

V o l u m e

2 6 ,

N u m b er

F r o m

3

t h e

P a g e

I A J G S

l e a d e r s h i p

4

D i g e s t

Jan Meisels Allen (Chairperson, IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring Committee) shared the
following information in recent Leadership Digests from IAJGS:
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY WEBINARS
The Southern California Genealogical Society offers free webinars every two weeks on Wednesdays and Sundays. Only members can access the webinar once it is archived but non-members may view them “live.”
November 8 10 AM Pacific Time: Historical Newspaper Research for Genealogists with Pamela Weisberger
November 19 6PM Pacific Time: The WWI Draft Card: Don't Do Research Without It! by Tim Pinnick
December 6 10:00 AM Pacific Time: Bundling, Banns, and Bonds: Love & Marriage in Early America by Billie
Fogarty
For more information go to: http://scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html
If you want to register go to the session that you are interested in and click on the name of the program and
it will take you to the appropriate page at GoToWebinar. To register with GoToWebinar.com. Enter your
name and email address and answer a few questions. You will receive confirmation of your registration by
email. You will also receive reminders before the webinar. The reminder email will have information on accessing the handout material. On the day of the session, click the link that you received in your invitation to
GoToWebinar.com to join the online session.

FREE EUROPEAN ONLINE NEWSPAPERS
The Ancestor Hunt, a blog, has listed a host of free online historical newspapers (They were free at the time
the blog story was posted.)
To access the links on The Ancestor Hunt go to: http://tinyurl.com/lq6y4hf
Original url:

http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/europe-free-online-historical-newspapers#.VD1OgBZ0Yto

Registration is now open at www.iajgs2015.org for the IAJGS 35th International Conference on Jewish Genealogy taking place at the Jerusalem Ramada 6-10 July 2015
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J E W I S H G E N E A L O G Y M O N T H
O C T 2 5 — N OV 2 7 2 014
The poster was designed by Marcia Hirsch from JGS of Illinois.

From Marlis Glaser Humphrey, president of the International
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS,) “...JGSs
provide assistance locally through their educational programs, mentoring, and workshops...JGSs also can provide information on how to access vital (birth, marriage and death)
and probate records and how to look for documents in local
record. In addition to our monthly programs, JGSCT maintains a library of reference books, journals and more pertaining to Jewish genealogy. Our holdings are listed on our website (http://www.jgsct.org/uploads/4/7/ 1/6/4716434/
jgsct_library_list_1.13.13.pdf)
A list of all the JGSs by location may be found at www.iajgs.org/

NOTES
If you enjoy and are enriched by
JGSCT programs, please remember
to renew your membership. JGSCT
dues help defray the costs required to develop a full schedule
of informative programs and
speakers to enhance your genealogical research and experience. A
membership form can be accessed
and completed from the website
http://www.jgsct.org/ .

SHARE YOUR STORY
Nearly everyone reading our newsletter has
already begun the search for family history.
Many of us encountered obstacles soon after, but we persevered.
Share your story of how you began your journey. The length of the write-up could be
short, medium or long - but please share it!

Sending announcements and
newsletters by mail uses funds
that could be put to better use.
Help your JGSCT by requesting
that all correspondence be done
electronically.
To make changes, contact:
quest@jgsct.org

Send your story to: quest@jgsct.org

PROGRAM IDEAS FOR JGSCT
Do you have requests or suggestions for future JGSCT programs ?
We are always looking for quality programs for our members and guests.
Contact: Arthur S. Meyers at marciarthur@sbcglobal.net
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W H AT ’ S T H E B I G D E A L A B O U T
FAC E B O O K G R O U P S ?
G A I L

K A L I S O N

R E Y N O L D S

Several genealogically-based Facebook pages and groups have existed for a while but recently several Jewish
genealogy groups have expanded their presence to Facebook. The resulting maelstrom on the JewishGen
Discussion was interesting. Several people declared that the sky was falling. Why was Facebook needed with
the many resources available from jewishgen.org, jewishgen listservs, and JGS meetings?
Facebook groups will never replace JewishGen and its many genealogical resources. Facebook facilitates
more synchronous communication. Posting a picture can result in instantaneous comments from many individuals. Discussion threads can also result in instantaneous comments. Facebook also allows private messaging to other members of the group!
I joined the Botosani Romania Genealogy Facebook group recently and quickly learned that someone had a
record with my great-grandfather serving as a witness at his brother Itsik’s wedding! His town was listed as
Liteni, which is halfway between Botosani, my grandmother’s birthplace, and Falticeni, my grandmother’s
residence prior to immigration to the United States! I didn’t know my GGF had a brother!
If you’re on Facebook, take the plunge and join groups related to your roots if they exist. You can always
leave the group if you don’t find it worthwhile….

Welcome to our newest
JGSCT members!
Scott Camassar

Joyce and Carl Feen

Paula Gilbert

Rona Gollop

Shannon Green

Julie Hart

Richard Kagan

Naomi Klotz

Madeline Malish

Meryl Menon

Carole and Neal Olderman

Lissa Robinovitz

Kay Goldman Russ

Nancy K. Simpkins

Anna Wasescha

V o l u m e

2 6 ,

N u m b er

THE

3

P a g e

ELU SIVE

B ECKY

7

M ILLER

Lew Goldfarb

I started my hobby of genealogy back in 1986. I was inspired by the mini-series "Roots." At that time, I joined the Genealogy Society of Connecticut. The society did not have too much for me or on Jewish genealogy. Secondly, most of
their records were pre-twentieth century. Then, in 1989, the Jewish Genealogy Society of Connecticut was formed.
That summer, I attended my first National seminar in Philadelphia. In those days, not too many people had laptop
computers. The lectures were eye openers for me. I was really psyched.
The prior three years were spent in the Hartford Public Library and the Connecticut Historical Library reviewing city
directories and census on microfilm. From the city directories, I knew that my great grandfather, Harris Goldfarb, was
living in Hartford in 1896. I also knew that he was married, and he had four children; Morris, Isaac (my grandfather),
Becky, and Henry. Through the years, I was able to fill in the branches for all three sons of Harris and Fannie.
The mystery starts with my great aunt Becky. I knew that she married Sam Resnick in 1901 in Hartford. I also knew
that she divorced Sam and remarried and left Hartford. I never knew her new husband’s name, but his surname was
MILLER. Because I had the obits from my grandfather and his two brothers, I knew Becky was living in Detroit. I also
knew that she was childless. Looking for someone named MILLER in the Detroit area; I put that branch of my family on
the back burner.
Along comes Marcia Meyers. She and Arthur moved from Detroit to Connecticut a few years ago. About one year ago,
Marcia asked me about my brick wall. She checked out a few things. However, her leads came out negative. Then, at
our May meeting, Marcia came up to me and mentioned that the Detroit Jewish News digitized all their issues from
1942 through the current date. However, she did not remember the website. That night, she emailed me with it. That
evening, before I started my search, I went through my collection of obits. I knew that from my grandfather's obit in
1941, he had a sister Rebecca Miller living in Detroit. Then, in December of 1953, my great uncle Henry's obit stated
that he was survived by a sister living out-of-state. I now knew that great aunt Becky was still alive. Thus, my starting
point was 1954.
I played with the database for about an hour, until I got the correct criteria for my search. Then, lo and behold, I found
my great aunt, Becky. She died 9 Jul 1954. The obituary stated that the survivors were her husband, Morris Miller, a
brother, Morris Goldfarb, from Hartford, Connecticut and a niece (from her husband's side of the family). I went on
Ancestry and through the website "Find A Grave", I now have the picture of her tombstone. Part of the mystery had
been solved.
Shortly after the May meeting, we were visiting family in Florida. Since I had access to my brother's PC, I left my laptop
home. I continued my search on his computer. I went on Ancestry and, once again, found the death notice of Morris
Miller. Using "Find A Grave", I had the information that this MORRIS MILLER died on 14 Jan 1972 at age 83. The tombstone was the same as Becky's, but was it the correct Morris Miller? My brother, at age 81, never met Aunt Becky or
Morris, so he could not help. Since I had limited time to search, I had to wait until my return home.
Upon my return, I was back on my PC. I was correct on my assumption that I had the correct MORRIS MILLER. His obituary named the same surviving niece. Going back onto Ancestry, I discovered that Rebecca and Sam Resnick were
listed on the 1910 census of Hartford, Connecticut. I do not know when they divorced, when or where Rebecca and
Morris were married, and the mystery surrounding the second marriage. Whatever happened could be lost forever.
Members of the two previous generations have all died. No one in my generation knew them. I have one possible reason for the mystery. Becky was born in 1882 and Morris was born in 1889. Did she run off with the younger man? The
search continues.
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N E W B I E
H O L M A N

Last year I attended the 33rd IAJGS Conference in Boston, MA. I had a great time and learned a lot. There was
no question I would attend the 34th Conference being held in Salt Lake City as I could combine the trip to SLC
with one to Boulder, CO to visit my 2 month-old grandson. My plans were almost waylaid when baby refused to sleep through the night, pushing my daughter and son-in-law close to “going over the edge.” Luckily, they hired a night-nanny and insisted I head off to Salt Lake City.
I chose to forgo a roommate this year which turned out to be a good idea. I really appreciated the chance to
be with my own thoughts at the end of each extremely busy day. I did, however, take advantage of the
“Dinner with New Friends” planned by the hospitality committee. Tuesday’s dinner was at The Garden Restaurant on the 10th floor of the Joseph Smith Building. What a view! On Thursday, we went to The Lion
House, a historic building that once was Brigham Young’s personal residence. Despite my intentions to improve my networking skills, I still found it difficult to talk to people I didn’t know, so the dinners were a good
opportunity to meet new folks.
My week was fully scheduled. Most days began at 7:30 a.m., attending a “Breakfast with the Experts” talk or
another lecture and ended around 9:00 p.m. Last year I was focused on developing my writing and organizational skills. This year, my goal was to improve my research skills. To that end, I attended several lectures
focused on citing sources correctly and developing better research strategies. Israel Pickholtz’ presentation
“Beyond a Doubt: What We Know vs. What We Can Prove” was tremendously helpful. One piece of advice
particularly struck me, “...to prevent jumping to conclusions, when you don't have full documentation....even
when you are sure you know, don't record it until you have one more piece of evidence."
I also attended the BOF (Birds of a Feather) meeting for Newsletter
Editors for Jewish Genealogy Societies. It was quite interesting to hear
what other JGSs are doing. I also came away with some good suggestions on how to improve our newsletter. (BTW -We’d be very pleased
to have some feedback. What do you like? Not like? What do you wish
we would change or include?)
That's me second from the right in the front row.

I had thought the high point of my trip would be my visit to the Family History Center. While I found it interesting, there was very little I was able to accomplish. I think I could have achieved the same results searching
at home on familysearch.org and ordering films to be sent to Godfrey Memorial Library. (The Godfrey is a
local Family History Center in addition to housing the JGSCT library.) To be fair, I wasn’t as prepared as I
could have been due to my “grandma” responsibilities prior to the trip.
For Friday, the conference organizers had planned a bus trip to the headquarters of Ancestry.com in Provo,
Utah. What a great way to end my week! I am so glad I chose to join in. I’ve paid quite a bit of money over
the years for a World Membership and didn’t always feel as though I was getting my money’s worth. I won’t
complain again. What I learned could fill an entire issue of Quest! A staggering amount of work goes on behind the scenes in order to allow us to find our ancestor’s birth certificate at 2 a.m. while sitting home in our
p.j.s. (continued on page 9)
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( c o n t i n u e d )

If you’d like to learn more about my trip be sure to attend the November 16 JGSCT meeting. In addition to
me sharing in more detail, our President, Doris Loeb-Nabel will also share her experiences at this year’s
IAJGS conference. You can also visit my blog at: whoweareandhowwegotthisway.blogspot.com

Who will benefit from the Indexing Challenge?
The information collected and indexed will help people
tracing their Jewish ancestors and relatives. It will, very
importantly, ensure that the information on Memorial
Plaques is preserved for the future. Individuals and communities will both benefit from this work. The information
will be searchable on the JewishGen website as a free public service to anyone who is interested in researching their
Jewish roots.
Why now?
Every plaque photographed and indexed is another clue to
an ancestor not lost. Many plaques have been lost over
time when synagogues have closed, merged and abandoned — and sometimes there is no one left to keep the
records.
Who can get involved with this?
Anyone! Jewish Genealogical Societies, Jewish Historical
Societies and other organizations can do this as a group
project, or any individual with an interest in Jewish genealogy, family history, or preserving the past, can work on
this on your own. In addition, indexing and photographing
the Memorial Plaques is a great project for bar/bat mitzvah
(or other) synagogue classes
What is International Jewish Genealogy Month?
Sponsored annually by the International Association of
Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS), International Jewish Genealogy Month (IJGM) raises awareness of and encourages participation in researching Jewish roots. It takes
place during the Hebrew month of Cheshvan, which is
October 25th to November 22nd in 2014.

WWW.JGSCT.ORG

The Jewish Genealogical
Society Of Connecticut

JGSCT Board of Directors
President & Webmaster- Doris Loeb Nabel,
moidame@comcast.net

We meet at Godfrey Memorial Library:
134 Newfield Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Quest: quest@jgsct.org
General Info: info@jgsct.org

Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut
472 Woodin Street
Hamden, CT 06514

Vice President – Barney H. Miller, bhm99@cox.net
Secretary - Monica Talmor, mtalmor@comcast.net
Treasurer - Lewis Goldfarb, lewg28@att.net
Membership – Linda Winkleman, justiceofp@netzero.net
Publicity and Quest Co-editor– Gail Kalison Reynolds,
publicity@jgsct.org
Quest Co-editor - Deborah Samuel Holman,
deborah.holman@sbcglobal.net
Librarian – Janet Carlson, jcarlson19@verizon.net
Godfrey Library Liaison - Marcia Indianer Meyers,
marciarthur@sbcglobal.net
Members at Large:
Rabbi Edward Cohen, edwardcohen@sbcglobal.net
Arthur S. Meyers, marciarthur@sbcglobal.net
Richard Sperber, rsperber@comcast.net
Jack Winkleman, justiceofp@netzero.net

